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Shire backflip to sink vet
Michael Sinclair-Jones

A fully-laden Wheatbelt grain train passes through Toodyay enroute to port at Kwinana.

Wheatbelt harvest going gangbusters
AN EXCEPTIONALLY good lambing
season followed by bumper crops with
high yields are keeping farmers busy day
and night all over the Central Wheatbelt,
including in Toodyay and surrounding
districts.
Heavy farm equipment is being used 24/7
when there are no harvest bans due to fire
risk on hot windy days, and motorists have
been urged to take care on country roads
as heavy trucks cart grain to Wheatbelt

railheads for coastal export.
CBH says this year’s grain harvest is
being touted as a potential record, with
strong canola and barley yields helping 17
sites – including Northam (Avon) – to break
daily receival records
A total of 9.5 million tonnes was received
last month, with more than 200 million
tonnes received every day at Kwinana as
farmers finish harvesting canola and barley
start on wheat. More Page 10

Five new overtaking lanes
planned for Toodyay Road
TOODYAY ROAD will be widened and five
new overtaking lanes built between Toodyay
and Dryandra Road as part of a major traffic
safety upgrade planned by Main Roads WA.
Overtaking lanes are planned at Sandplain
Road and Salt Valley Road, Jingaling Brook
Road and Lovers Lane, and at Fernie Road.
A narrow timber bridge at Jimperding
Brook will be replaced, the road re-aligned
and high-speed intersections upgraded at
Salt Valley Road, Sandplain Road and Fernie
Road.
Main Roads WA said Toodyay Road had
the “highest crash density” in the Wheatbelt.
It was seeking government funds to start
work on the “priority project” next financial
year.
The planned upgrade follows a Wheatbelt
Highway Safety Review which originally
excluded Toodyay Road.
However, local community action backed
by WA Nationals MP Shane Love last year
prompted the State Government to extend
the review to include Toodyay Road.
It resulted in $3.8 million for preparations
to upgrade the Wheatbelt end of Toodyay
Road, which includes several potentially
dangerous bends and hills.

There were 20 serious crashes on Toodyay
Road between 2009 and 2013 in which five
people were killed and 19 badly injured,
which Mr Love said was “absolutely
unacceptable”.
He said he believed WA Deputy Premier
Liza Harvey, who is also State Road Safety
and Police Minister, supported the work
being done on Toodyay Road.
Ms Harvey said 25 people were killed in
21 fatal crashes on Wheatbelt roads this year.
The State Government was spending $7.8
million on road safety in the region, she said.
Main Roads WA’s plan for Toodyay Road –
which needs millions more dollars in public
funding – includes widening its entire length.
“The current priority is a 27km stretch
between Dryandra Road (Morangup) and
the Toodyay townsite,” a spokesperson said.
Plans include:
• eastbound and westbound overtaking
lanes at Sandplain Road and Salt Valley
Road;
• a westbound overtaking lane between
Jingaling Brook Road and Lovers Lane
and,
• eastbound and westbound overtaking
lanes at Fernie Road.

TOODYAY MAY LOSE its local animal
hospital after the shire council decided
last month to reconsider an agreement to
lease Mrs O’Reilly’s Cottage to Heartlands
veterinary clinic and instead advertise an
intention to sell the building to an art gallery.
The next nearest treatment centre for sick
or injured animals is in Northam, which
means local pets with snake bites needing
urgent veterinary care may not survive.
It also means local farmers will have to
look farther afield to treat sick livestock.
Heartlands currently rents a converted
house next to The Toodyay Herald office
in Stirling Terrace but says it has to move
because conditions there are too cramped
to operate effectively or attract vet school
graduates.
That building is also on the market and the
owner is keen to sell quickly.
Heartlands says it was not told about the
proposed cash sale of Mrs O’Reilly’s Cottage
at 98 Stirling Terrace (next to the library) for
an art gallery despite being granted planning
permission two years ago to turn it into a
veterinary hospital.
“If approval is not given, the town could
lose a valuable community resource,” Shire
planner Graeme Bissett said in February
2015.
“The proposal represents a demonstration
of an important link between the Toodyay
town and its rural surrounds by providing
continued, quality animal care to the
community.”
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does not publish in January –
our next issue is February 2017.
See Page 2 for office hours,
deadlines and distribution dates.

this month

Morangup’s biodynamic duo
Page 3

Ask the Experts: Grant Brown
Page 13

Roof ripped off
HOWEVER, Heartlands was not able to
move in because five days later a severe
storm ripped the rear roof off the shire-owned
building, causing extensive rain damage
which made the building unusable.
A verbal agreement remained in place
while the shire spent the next two years
repairing the damaged building, with
Heartlands believing it had first option to
buy the site if the shire decided to sell.
Heartlands says the shire told it last August
that repairs were complete but an August
30 site inspection with Mr Bissett revealed
unfinished wiring, painting and fencing that
needed to be fixed.
However, in a surprise move last month,
councillors voted 8-0 (with Cr Rob Welburn
absent) to advertise an intention to sell the
building for $530,000 to the Mt Drumree SW
Trust which trades as The Artistry Gallery,
owned by Dumbarton resident Sue Walker.
Mrs Walker said she plans to turn the
heritage-listed building into an art gallery.
Mt Drumree’s offer to buy the building –
which was not publicly advertised for sale
– was raised behind closed doors at a shire
forum on September 13, when councillors
were told the shire was spending $1400 on
an “independent valuation” of the property.
Midland and Hills Property Valuers
reported to the shire on September 20 that the
property was worth $530,000 – an amount
identical to Mt Drumree’s “unsolicited” offer
of $530,000 contained in “an official offer
and acceptance (contract) lodged with the
administration”.
Continued on Page 3.
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is to be printed, eg full-page, half-page etc..
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Public Notices
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Advertising: advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Stunned mullet

Stirling Hamilton
I WAS WATCHING the US election circus
last month and part of me was curiously
amused when the big American apple pie cart
got flipped over and that naughty Trumpy
monkey barrelled through the big tent.
There he was on the main stage with his
Orangutan wig and tiny honking nose being
the bellicose ringmaster/clown and declaring
himself US president-elect.
At the end of the show, the scales of justice
came to rest upon the trapeze above him and
I realised that this nutjob is really gonna pick
the next US Supreme Court and will change
the course of history.
If the character of a man could be measured
like a body of water – say, a lake perhaps – I
imagine one might be able to squeeze a cup
of tea out of Donald Trump.
Mark Twain wrote: “Truth is stranger than
fiction, but it is because fiction is obliged to
stick to possibilities; Truth isn’t.”
As I sailed out of New York Harbour I
was heartbroken to see the Statue of Liberty
weeping while workmen undressed her as the
universal symbol of freedom, and I averted
my eyes as the Mother of Exiles was left
naked and ashamed for the world to see.
I strolled the windswept deck of the ship
and managed a little smile later in the day
when the Canadian citizenry department
computers crashed due to overwhelming
inquiries from Americans wanting to
emigrate there.
I was further heartened when wealthy US
philanthropist Valerie Rockefeller Wayne
explained her business decision to divest
from fossil fuels, saying that it was precisely
because her family’s wealth was made
through oil that they were “under greater
moral obligation” to use that wealth to stop
climate change”.
Imagine how wonderful the world could
be if more people with the wherewithal to
effect change chose to engage their moral
compass before making important decisions
in commercial affairs.
When I disembarked back in Perth, the
same bickering and slow-mindedness of
politics was dragging out much the same as
when I left.
I needed some action, so I tried to set up
a ding-dong debate between One Nation
leader Pauline Hanson, Independent Senator
Jacquie Lambie and senior Labor Senator
Penny Wong to be moderated by former
Labor prime Minister Paul Keating.
No luck there, so I settled for some quiet
reflection in the garden and planted federal
Immigration and Border Protection Minister
Peter Dutton in the veggie patch to see if a

potato plant really would sprout out of his
head.
Well, the other vegies didn’t take too kindly
to that and the pumpkins, beans and tomatoes
all did a runner to the neighbour’s place and
the rest of them won’t poke their heads out
of the ground.
Even the insects have buggered off citing
immigration requirement concerns.
I was chatting with a swarm of honeybees
who reckoned that some of their ancestors
arrived here by boat and they didn’t want to
get involved.
I didn’t know where to go next with this
piece – I kinda felt that the entire world is
caught in the same headlights of history as I
am.
Momentous and possibly grave changes
are afoot in the scheme of things.
Intolerance and his sidekick, intransigence,
are stalking the land and they’re armed and
dangerous.
Our media is but a shadow of its former
self and wanders timidly through the fields of
truth carefully avoiding anything awkward,
instead offering us five-second grabs of
banality.
The gems of our broadcasting world are
being torn limb from limb and just this week
Radio National (RN) ditched wonderful
music programs such as Inside Sleeve which
I only discovered this year and adored.
Documentaries are being pared back
because it’s cheaper to produce talkback
radio – to me it’s like watching a library burn
its best books.
Corporate-speak has crept into the creative
realm, with one manager saying at a meeting
this week that RN needed to deliver a “return
on investment”.
This is a departure from the loftier
language of the ABC Charter which
describes “programs that contribute to a
sense of national identity and inform and
entertain, and reflect the cultural diversity
of the Australian community”.
When did we lose sight of these high ideals
that animated our elders when they wrote
them upon the pages of a more optimistic
recent history.
The ideological culture wars we are
witnessing are sapping the strength of our
communities’ cohesion and denying us all
our due.
“I like to see a man proud of the place in
which he lives. I like to see a man live so that
his place will be proud of him.
“Elections belong to the people. It’s their
decision. If they decide to turn their back
on the fire and burn their behinds, then they
will just have to sit on their blisters.” – US
President (1861-65) Abraham Lincoln.

Avon wilderness in anti-bauxite campaign
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THIS UNUSUAL aerial photo of the Avon River below Cobbler Pool is part of an Avon and
Hills Mining Awareness Group campaign to stop nearby bauxite mining – see Page 26.
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Migrant road takes a biodynamic turn
By Ieva Tomsons
HOW HAVE a couple of Syrian-born
Armenians ended up running a biodynamic
farm on the outskirts of Toodyay?
Sona and Harry Toutikian’s journey from
their home town in Syria to Morangup
stretches back to AD 301, when Armenia
became the first nation to adopt Christianity
as a state religion.
As Armenian Christians their collective
history is one of forced relocation and
adaptation to coexisting with their Arabic
neighbours in Kessab, north-west Syria.
Both their grandparents survived the
Ottoman Empire’s 1915 genocide of more
than a million Armenians and fled to Syria
where they settled and had families.
In keeping with Armenian traditions, Sona
and Harry were educated in Christian schools
in Lebanon 500km south of Kessab, where
English was part of the curriculum.
Everyone knew everyone in their
picturesque village which was then a
destination for holiday makers from Aleppo,
in neighbouring Syria.
Harry is 10 years older than Sona and was
24 when he came to say goodbye to her
family – he was off to Australia to work as
an electrician.
“I can see him skipping down the steps –
he was so excited,” recalls Sona, who had
no idea that five years later she would be
following Harry to Australia as his wife.
Harry arrived in Perth in 1969 and threw
himself into work in Kalgoorlie, saving hard

to provide for a future family.
“In those days the men (who had migrated)
came back to look for a wife in their home
village,” said Sona.
“I had finished school and was working as
a primary teacher aide when Harry returned
after five years in Australia.”
A few introductory letters had been
exchanged and Harry sent Sona a photo of
him and his Ford Falcon.
“All you could see was the car,” laughs
Sona, “you could barely make him out”.
Harry had to be back in Kalgoorlie within
the month so it was really “rush-rush” said
Sona who was 19 when she arrived in Perth
in 1974.
“Harry had saved money but all he owned
was the car and a sleeping bag.”
Within six months they had put a deposit
on a house in Eden Hill; within a year the
first of their two sons was born.
Within three years they were joined
by Sona’s parents, who migrated under
Australia’s family reunion scheme.
The extended family support helped Sona
to realise her ambition to become a nurse and
for the next decade Harry pursued lucrative
work in WA’s North-West.
Sona’s father had always wanted to buy
a farm, and in 1984 the chance to buy a
cheap block in Morangup’s Rolling Green
subdivision came up.
“There were 220 blocks and when we
arrived there were only two left,” explained
Sona.
With a $10 deposit she went half-shares

Landfill battlers pay $20,000 costs
THE STATE Government has made five
local residents pay $20,000 for opposing
a 30ha Perth rubbish dump that nobody in
Toodyay wants.
The residents were required to pay costs
to the WA Department of Environment
Regulation (DER) after losing a WA Supreme
Court bid to overturn State Government
works approval to build the landfill tip.
The DER claimed $24,000 in legal costs
but agreed to settle for payment of $20,000.
Opal Vale Pty Ltd, which joined the legal
action after it was launched earlier this year,

has yet to declare how much it will seek in
costs for defending the failed action.
However, the company has not been able
to start operating its new $3 million landfill
site in Chitty Road, Hoddys Well, because
of failure to install bore monitors to ensure
groundwater is not contaminated.
The company plans to dump millions of
tonnes of Perth rubbish there over the next
20 years, and put an extra 60 heavy rubbish
trucks and trailers a day on Toodyay Road –
the worst in the Wheatbelt for serious crashes
(see story, Page 1).

Vet may have to leave town
Continued from from Page 1.
HEARTLANDS said it found out about the
proposed cash sale on October 13 only after
it heard rumours and rang the shire.
Mr Bissett reported to last month’s shire
meeting that Heartlands had “not withdrawn
interest in the building and have not been able
to identify alternative suitable premises”.
“They have however been informed of
the offer to purchase and invited to make
a submission if they wish to maintain their
interest,” he said.
Heartlands owner Tracey Thornton said
she could not afford to buy Mrs O’Reilly’s
Cottage because the animal hospital had lost
money while it waited two years for the shire
to repair the damaged building
“We had a gentlemen’s agreement with the
shire and we honoured our side of the bargain
by waiting,” she said.

“Mrs O’Reilly’s Cottage is perfect for our
needs.
“We don’t have any money to buy it until
we grow, and we can’t grow until we move
– I don’t think the shire realises how dire it
is.
“It was always our intention that the lease
include a written first option to purchase and
we are pretty disappointed the way this has
played out.
“If our building is sold and we have to
vacate, we will have to leave Toodyay
because there is nowhere else for us to go.
“We’ve outgrown our current premises and
can’t attract new staff, which significantly
affects our ability to operate effectively – it’s
a huge factor.”
The shire’s notice of intention to sell
Mrs O’Reilly’s Cottage to Mt Drumree is
advertised on Page 21.
See Letters, Page 4.

The Shire of Toodyay’s advertisement for a proposed veterinary hospital at Mrs O’Reilly’s
Cottage was still displayed at the front of the building at the start of this month.

Sona and Harry Toutikian check grapevines in their netted fruit-growing area in Morangup.
in 25 acres (10ha) with her parents, who set
about clearing and planting stone-fruit trees
which were decimated by birds.
Over the next 17 years, Sona’s parents
grew citrus and grapes which they farmed
conventionally using pesticides and chemical
fertilisers.
Sona graduated to become a theatre nurse
and – while working with cancer patients –
started to worry about her father’s exposure
to chemicals.
A chance encounter with a biodynamic
practitioner convinced Sona that the future
lay in German philosopher Rudolph Steiner’s
holistic organic approach, which relies on
manures and composts, excludes chemicals
and works with ‘cosmic forces’ in the earth.
“Dad was polite,” said Sona, “but he was
not ready to take on the challenge and said

initially that I was crazy, it wouldn’t work”.
They stopped spraying in 2002, followed
Steiner ’s self-sustaining agricultural
principles and were nationally certified as
biodynamic in 2005.
“The worms returned and the soil came
back to life,” said Sona.
“It is also cheaper than using fertilisers and
pesticides.”
The Toutikians work their farm – which
includes 5acres (2.2ha) of netted vines and
orchard – from sun-up to sun-down.
“There’s not a lot of money in it,” said
Harry, “but it’s enough for us”.
Sona and Harry’s thriving biodynamic farm
in Morangup Road – established in an area
not known for its soil quality – is another
example of how migrants can adapt and
succeed in a new country.
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Jingle Bells
’Twas the night before Christmas, when
all through the house, not a creature was
stirring, not even a mouse.
SANTA parked his sleigh in front of the
town’s Christmas Shop and peered in at the
stockings hanging in the window.
They bulged with presents for the good
people of Toodyay who had worked hard
all year to make their shire great.
The biggest stocking had a new public
swimming pool for the town’s recently
opened Ballardong Sport and Recreation
Park.
All those letters to the North Pole finally
paid off and Toodyay can now join its
country cousins cooling off in the summer
heat, Santa thought enviously.
His journey had been hot and dusty, and
Santa knew how pleasant it would be to
enjoy a refreshing dip and poolside barbie
with the local mums, dads, kids and oldies.
Next was a new Toodyay Road – wider
and straighter than before – with lots more
overtaking lanes, safer turn-offs and a less
scary bridge over Jimperding Brook.
Santa knew his reindeer would be happy
– there had been some near-misses in
recent years, and Prancer and Dancer were
always skittish on the trickier stretches.
Under the Christmas tree was a new
tourist information bay with lots of useful
help for visitors such as where to find a
delicious feed, comfortable bed and many
interesting things to see and do in Toodyay.
Santa looked in vain for the big new
Perth rubbish tip that one of the naughty
elves had tried to stuff into a pillowcase
last year but it was nowhere in sight.
He made a note to send extra presents
to all the good citizens who had fought so
hard to keep beautiful Toodyay pristine.
Nor was there any sign of a big new
bauxite mine that some of the reindeer had
worried might make them sneeze – it had
disappeared too.
Instead there was a stocking full of
comfortable new homes for older people,
some even with buzzers to call for help if
they ate too much Christmas pudding.
Santa made a mental note to book ahead
for the day when he might want to hang up
his boots to enjoy bingo and a quiet cuppa.
Another stocking had colourful new
art and craft markets, weekend stalls for
tourists and a music stage on the vacant
block next to the Freemasons Hotel.
“At last the town centre has a beating
heart,” thought Santa.
Two more stockings contained fresh
coats of paint, new carpets and polished
floorboards for the Freemasons and the
Vic, and a third had the Tavern back in fullswing, with karaoke nights every week.
The Cheeky Bus patrolled each night to
drive patrons home so they didn’t have to
blow in police chief Sgt Warren Conder’s
bag and face the music in Northam.
“What a great place this is,” thought
Santa as he climbed back onto his sleigh
and turned Rudolph’s red nose towards
Newcastle Bridge.
Everywhere was still and quiet as they
headed down Stirling Terrace before
crossing the river and into the sky to spread
peace and goodwill down the length and
breadth of the slumbering Avon Valley.
Merry Christmas everyone, and may you
all have a happy and prosperous New Year.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

The way we were – Gayle Thurman nurses Rhonda Syred with her teddy bear in 1964 with workers from Queensland’ s Thursday Island
in the Torres Strait who were contracted to help build the new transcontinental standard guage railway from Sydney to Perth. The new
line passed though Toodyay but followed a different route to the former narrow-guage link which followed the line of Charcoal Lane
and the driveway past the former shire works depot near Connor’s Cottage and ended in Kalgoorlie. It required the demolition of the
old doctor’s house (formerly magistrate’s residency) and the blocking of Clinton Street, which previously ended at Stirling Terrace and
was renamed Piesse Street. From Newcastle Gaol Museum collection.

letters
Herald jewel in crown
I RECENTLY HAD the pleasure of visiting
Toodyay after many years’ absence.
I was one of the large group from the
Subaru 4WD Club of WA which held its
annual dinner at the Freemasons in October.
Toodyay is a wonderful example of a
thriving country town where real community
spirit is evident.
The bakery and Christmas shop deserve
special mention.
The jewel in the crown is your marvellous
community paper full of accounts of the
wide range of community activities – I really
enjoyed reading The Toodyay Herald.
However frustrating it must be to have
information boards built but not yet
completed, I don’t think Toodyay residents
should get their knickers in a twist.
None of our group arrived seeking
information that a walk through the town,
visitors’ centre or Dr Google could not have
supplied.
By the way, paper’s October editorial refers
to the ring-neck parrot calling out “twen-teeeight”.
My understanding is that the 28 parrot got
its common name from the French explorers
who heard vingt-huit.
If you listen closely you’ll find that
explanation far more plausible.
Jenni Ibrahim
West Leederville

Honour cottage lease
LAST MONTH’S council meeting reported
that an unsolicited cash offer has been made
to buy Mrs O’Reilly’s Cottage, which the
shire owns at 98 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
The same building was subject to a lease
agreement with an option to buy, which has
been in place since before the premises were
damaged by a severe storm two years ago.
I trust councillors will do what is morally
right and honour that agreement and not just
make a grab for the money to balance the
shire budget.
H. Evans
Toodyay

Shire rates debacle
HERE WE GO again – unlawful rates
imposed on a group of ratepayers and it is
fobbed off as an ‘administration error’.
How can the Shire of Toodyay not name
those responsible for this blunder?
If this had occurred in the private sector
someone would be held accountable and
shown the door.
While I realise shire councillors do as good

a job as they can, this debacle was voted in
9-0.
Surely it should have required more
research about the legality of passing the
new differential rates?
I note in last month’s Herald that the Acting
CEO stated “there maybe a risk to the shire’s
reputation as a result of this report”.
As Toodyay ratepayers know, there are
only a certain amount of times rates can be
increased to cover legitimate expenditure.
As this is a result of a blunder, do not expect
ratepayers to make up the shortfall because
we are not cash cows to cover other people’s
backsides.
Graeme Buchanan,
Toodyay

Flyers ripped from blank bay
I PLACED THREE flyers last month on
the (still empty after many months) tourist
noticeboard at the end of Stirling Terrace.
I wonder what officious shire numpty
removed them less than 24 hours later?
They were professionally printed flyers
advertising a classical concert.
This was a community event put on by
local residents at considerable effort and cost
for the benefit of this town and any visitors
passing through.
It was an afternoon event with potential to
encourage visitors to stay in town and use
other businesses such as cafes and shops.
Were the notices ripped down because
we have to pay to put them up, or are only
permanent business advertisements allowed?
What are usage rules and who is the person
to contact to get a notice vetted or approved?
Maybe my use of blue tack to secure them
was potentially damaging to the otherwise
pristine painted walls?
Still, nothing happening in Toodyay – so
pathetic and disappointing.
Naomi Millett
Toodyay

Anzac trees are 67 years old
TO ALL Toodyay shire councillors.
I was born in 1932 and have lived in
Toodyay for most of my life.
I used to walk along Clinton Street to the
school from the age of five (in 1937) and the
trees were there then, and also along Fiennes
Street.
They were planted around 1927 when the
original park was created to honour those
killed in WW1.
I have 11 relatives who died in that war.
A diary in my family’s keeping records this.
More trees were added on Arbor Day in
1949 and in the early 1950s.

The trees on the Anzac Avenue corner are
among these, which would make them 67
years old.
They were planted for the WW2 soldiers.
The elderly lady who remembers them (see
last month’s Herald) is therefore correct in
her memory.
All the trees there were planted to honour
the fallen.
My cousin looked after the 150 red rose
bushes planted in Anzac Memorial Park.
Every week he would also clean the
plaques that once stood under the trees.
Two elderly sisters would take cushions
to kneel by the trees and pray for their lost
brothers.
All the trees honour our fallen and should
not be cut down.
Ron Waters
Toodyay

Bring on elephants, rhinos
I HAVE NOT always been a great fan of plans
put forward by the Barnett Government.
However, the recent proposal for a freerange zoo in Lower Chittering has really
captured my imagination.
This inspirational idea could bring some
long-term advantages to the region.
In addition to providing a real boost to
Chittering and Avon Valley tourism, it could
provide permanent regional employment and
inject some much-needed cash into all local
businesses.
The proposed zoo would work closely
with the existing Perth Zoo to make the
conservation of endangered species a
priority.
From my own experience, WA’s climate
is very similar to that of southern Africa, so
animals such as rhinos and elephants would
be able to adjust very easily to life here.
I really hope this project gets funding
because if it does go ahead, it will play a
part in saving these magnificent creatures
for future generations.
Who knows, it may even save our own
endangered species such as the Carnaby’s
cockatoo from the destructive forces of
proposed bauxite mining and fracking.
Shan Diver
Morangup
More letters Page 12.
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.
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A. Beyoncé Rise 100ml EDP Spray...$19.99 B. Beyoncé Midnight Heat 100ml EDP Spray...$19.99 C. Beyoncé Heat 100ml EDP Spray...$19.99 D. Beyoncé Heat Rush 100ml EDT Spray...$19.99
E. Beyoncé Heat Kissed 100ml EDP Spray...$19.99 F. Beyoncé Wild Orchid 100ml EDP Spray...$19.99 G. Guess Seductive Women 75ml EDT Spray...$24.99 H. JLO Glow by JLO 100ml EDT Spray...$24.99
I. Katy Perry Killer Queen 100ml EDP Spray...$19.99 J. Katy Perry Royal Revolution 100ml EDP Spray...$19.99 K. Guess Girl Belle 100ml EDT Spray...$24.99 L. Guess Girl 100ml EDT Spray...$24.99
M. JLO Live 100ml EDP Spray...$24.99 N. Guess Seductive Homme Blue 100ml EDT Spray...$24.99 O. Guess Seductive Men 100ml EDT Spray...$24.99

Northam Discount Drug Store would like to wish everyone a happy and safe Christmas!

Should you have any queries regarding your medication or minor ailments during the holiday season, come in and speak to one of our friendly pharmacists.
Nature’s Own##♦
Ultra Krill Oil
1000mg
30 Capsules

Nature’s Own##
High Strength
Vitamin B12
1000mcg
60 Tablets

ONLY

14

$
ONLY

34

Swisse##♦
Ultiboost
Glucosamine
Sulfate 1,500mg
180 Tablets
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$
Men’s or
EA
Women’s
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E
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SAVE $9.75 ^

SAVE $14.48 ^

ONLY

Swisse##
Ultiboost Odourless
High Strength Wild
Fish Oil 1,500mg
200 Capsules

Nature’s Own##
Super B
Complex
75 Tablets

EA

SAVE $13.48 ^

60% OFF ENTIRE NATURE’S OWN RANGE
RRP

RRP

Advertised lines only

Swisse
Chlorophyll
Spearmint
Flavour Liquid
500ml

Swisse##
Chlorophyll
Mixed Berry
Flavour Liquid
500m

##

ONLY
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$

49
EA

SAVE $12.50 ^

ONLY
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$

49
EA

SAVE $12.50 ^

Swisse##
Ultiboost Hair
Skin Nails
Liquid 500ml
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$

47
EA

SAVE $20.48 ^
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12

Nature’s Own##
47
$
Double
EA
Strength Cold
Sore Relief
SAVE $12.48 ^
100 Tablets

Nature’s Own##♦
Glucosamine
1500mg with
Chondroitin
120 Tablets

ONLY

19

$

ONLY

16

1797

Nature’s Own $
EA
Odourless
Fish Oil 2000mg SAVE $17.98 ^
200 Capsules
##

EA

SAVE $28.74 ^

ONLY AVAILABLE AT NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE. SPECIALS ON SALE FROM 7TH DECEMBER 2016 – 25TH DECEMBER 2016. ALL ITEMS IN THIS PUBLICATION HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN GOOD FAITH ON THE BASIS THAT THE GOODS DESCRIBED WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF SALE AND ONLY
WHILE STOCKS LAST. FAILURE BY THE SUPPLIER TO DELIVER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SAMPLE, DESCRIPTION OR ALL UNINTENTIONAL CAUSES MAY RESULT IN SOME PRODUCTS BEING UNAVAILABLE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO AMEND PRICING DUE TO MANUFACTURER PRICE RISES OR PRINTING ERRORS.
^SAVINGS BASED ON THE SUPPLIER SUGGESTED RETAIL AND NOT NECESSARILY PREVIOUS IN STORE PRICE. PRODUCTS MAY VARY FROM STORE TO STORE AND ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. FOR ANY TERMS & CONDITIONS, SEE IN STORE. #ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED. INCORRECT USE
COULD BE HARMFUL. CONSULT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST. ## VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS SHOULD NOT REPLACE A BALANCED DIET. ♦DERIVED FROM SEAFOOD.
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Hundreds stopped – and more to come

HUNDREDS of motorists were stopped
when local police commandeered the
Shire of Toodyay’s new incomplete tourist
information bay in Stirling Terrace last
month and turned it into a breath-test and
vehicle-check station.
They were joined by officers from the
Wheatbelt Traffic Enforcement Group and
Wundowie Police Station and stopped 750
vehicles on Thursday November 3.
Another police officer in a car cruised
nearby streets to pull over motorists who
tried to evade the traffic stop by turning away
at the last minute.
The intensive eight-hour operation resulted
in eight drug drivers (amphetamines and
cannabis), 45 work orders and 175 cautions.
A further six motorists were summonsed
to appear in court for traffic-related offences
such as driving without a licence.
“It was a very successful operation and
there is more to come,” Sgt Conder said.
A second police operation involving a highspeed pursuit car and two motorcycles from
the Perth Traffic Enforcement Group was
held on Julimar Road on Sunday November
20.
“We targeted weekend motorcyclists from
Perth and stopped about 40 motorcycles
overall, mostly for education purposes,
although one rider was caught doing
113km/h in an 80km/h zone near Toodyay,”
Sgt Conder said.
“We’ve been concerned for a long time that
Perth motorcyclists like to speed on Julimar
Road to meet for lunch or coffee at local
Toodyay cafes.
“A women rider was burnt to death after
colliding at speed with another vehicle on
Julimar Road earlier this year and, regardless
of what some older riders think, it’s a
dangerous road.
“People need to observe speed limits and
be very careful, particularly older riders
whose reaction times may not be quick as
when they were younger.”
“As a result, we’ll also be putting our local
speed camera back on Julimar Road.
Sgt Conder said four other drug drivers
were also caught in Toodyay during routine
patrols last month.
“We don’t want to spoil anyone’s Christmas
and want everyone to have a good time,” he
said.

Police turn the shire’s new, unfinished information bay in Stirling Terrace into a drug, alcohol and vehicle inspection checkpoint.
“But we’re going to be on the road too,
and we will stop, test and charge you if you
are over the drink limit or we detect drugs
in you.
“It comes down to road safety and having
a safe Christmas, which is our paramount
concern,” Sgt Conder said.

Armed robbery

AN ARMED ROBBERY in West Toodyay
at about 11.30pm on Friday November 18
has resulted in two arrests and a hunt for a
third offender.
The victim was asleep at home when three
people – one armed with a handgun – broke
in.
Local police later enlisted the help of an
Australian Federal Police sniffer dog in raids
on a Toodyay house.
A TV and other small items allegedly stolen
during the armed robbery were recovered.
Police inquiries are continuing.

Service attended the fire and found the cause
of the fire to be unknown.
The uninsured property was fenced off
because it is unsafe.

Shop windows smashed

A THIEF smashed the front window of the
Toodyay Bakery to gain entry to the till about
midnight on Monday November 21 but left
finding it empty.
The thief then crossed the road to Toodyay
Home Traders hardware store, smashed
another front window and gained entry to
steal a chainsaw.
Police inquiries are continuing.

Summer firebug alert
LOCAL POLICE are appealing for local
residents to be vigilant this summer, which
has the potential to be one of the worst on
record for bushfires.
“Most towns have firebugs, and local
police believe a couple exist in Toodyay,”
Sgt Conder said.
“If you see someone suspicious lurking on
a road verge, please report it to local police
on 9574 9555, call Crimestoppers on 1800
333 000 or use your smartphone to email
me directly at toodyaypolice@outlook.com
which I see all the time, 24/7.”

Fire destroys house

AN ORIGINAL colonial mud-brick house
in Telegraph Road near Connor Street,
Toodyay, was destroyed by fire last month.
The house was unoccupied and the owner
overseas at the time.
Volunteers from Toodyay Fire and Rescue

Toodyay Fire and Rescue Service volunteers attend a house fire in Telegraph Road where
a colonial-era mud brick cottage was destroyed. Photo: Naomi Millet.

Scammers target national
broadband contracts
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
THE DEPARTMENT of Commerce
WAScamNet has sent a warning to the
general public about scamming of the
National Broadband Network (NBN) with
‘buyer beware’ messages for the community
and businesses.
Advice is to initially visit the NBNCO
website to find out whether the network is
available in your area.
There are genuine marketing sales but do
your research – do not be pressured in any
way and choose a plan that suits you.
If you already have a contract with a
company thoroughly check your rights and
obligations before cancelling your existing
service – this is most important.
For further advice and to read some of
the problems that consumers have already
experienced contact the WAScamNet
website.

If you think you may have been scammed
contact WAScamNet on 1300 30 40 54 or
wascamnet@commerce.wa.gov.au.
If bank details have been given contact
your bank to cancel the transaction.
Call 000 for emergencies only; WAScamNet
1300 30 40 54; Toodyay Police 9574 9555;
and Crimestoppers 1800 333 000.

Money For Your Vermin
Hunter looking for new properties up to two
hours from Perth CBD.
Willing to pay up to $50.00 on a per day
basis to get rid of your Vermin.
I am a responsible, experienced and fully
equipped sporting shooter with a farming
background looking for some new property
to continue to pursue my sport.
• SSAA Member
• Liability Insurance • Police Clearance
Please Contact Adam

0419 097 086
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Your chance to ask the pollies –
Low fixed-price real estate fees where’s our swimming pool?
Advertising Feature

save property sellers a bundle
It’s about time
Sell your property – the New Fair Way

REAL ESTATE commissions are far too
high and at New Way Home Sales real
estate we are doing something about it.
Recently we launched a fixed fee ($5500)
for all property transactions, irrespective
of the sale price, which needs to become
standard industry practice.
If the relationship between a real estate
agent and seller is to be fair and equitable,
current sales-commission charges need to
be overhauled to reflect how agents now
do business.
When my father sold real estate in the
1960s, it was a different story
There were no computers, no internet
and no mobile phones.
An agent guarded his ‘little green book’
of buyers with his life.
There were no fancy web sites, software
programs or high-spec cameras.
All Dad had to work with were his wellhoned communication skills and the print
media for advertising.
Working days were hard and long but he
earned a modest and acceptable living.
Fifty years later, a lot has changed.
Today the situation is completely different
and the workload has been dramatically
reduced.
Technology and the internet are now the
modern real estate agent’s tools - as well
as their ‘office’ - which should dramatically
reduce the costs passed on to a seller.
According to the leading real estate
website realestate.com.au, 86 per cent of
potential buyers use an on-line service as
their main method to search for property.
As part of the tourist experience, visitors
are often seen wandering in and out of our
cafes and shops and sometimes standing

by real estate display windows perhaps
dreaming of a move from the city.
If Toodyay has piqued their interest
enough, most will take that dream back
home to their computer, find an internetadvertised property and then and only
then, contact the relevant agent.
So, the question still needs to be asked:
- when the agent’s workload has been
reduced, and costs are the same for all
properties, why should those people with
three gold-plated toilets pay more than
those with one composting hole in the
ground?
I worked in the industry for a local agent
for the past four and a half years and was
successful.
Something, however, didn’t feel right. It
wasn’t the agency – it was the industry,
and it’s time it changed.
The New Way Home Sales fixed set
commission paid at settlement is $5500
and advertising is paid up front.
The fee is fair, realistic and reflects the
work carried out.
There is no reduction in professionalism,
commitment or marketing reach.
To sell Toodyay property we must first sell
all the benefits of Toodyay and we will help
to do this using social media, the New Way
Home Sales web site and my position on
the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce Vision
Committee.
I love this new business model. It’s fair.
It’s been created to take advantage of
the cost-saving modern age of technology
and I believe it will work to everyone’s
advantage.
Barb Dadd
Principal, New Way Home Sales

LOCAL RESIDENTS will have a chance
to raise their concerns about the lack of a
public swimming pool in Toodyay with WA
Sport and Recreation Minister Mia Davies
at a forum to be held at the Victoria Hotel at
7pm on Tuesday December 20.
Ms Davies is also Deputy Leader of the
WA National Party and represents the Central
Wheatbelt, which includes several towns
with public swimming pools.
The sport and recreation public forum will
be hosted by local WA Nationals MP Shane
Love. Light snacks will be served.
Mr Love said he fully appreciated
Toodyay’s sporting and recreational needs
and had brought several relevant State
Government ministers to the town since his
election in 2013.
“I wanted these State Cabinet members to
see Toodyay’s situation first-hand and get an
idea of issues facing the town,” he said.

“It’s a crying shame that Toodyay – as one
of WA’s oldest inland towns – does not have
a swimming pool.
“New sport and recreation needs are clearly
the community’s highest priority.”
Mr Love said he had fully supported the
Shire of Toodyay’s purchase of land near
Toodyay District High School for a public
swimming pool and new recreational facility.
He would continue to do his utmost to
ensure Toodyay gets the recreation facilities
it needs.
“I urge all Toodyay community members
to attend the December 20 forum and take
the opportunity to discuss their needs directly
with Sport and Recreation Minister Davies,”
he said.
The free forum is open to all Toodyay
residents but RSVP is required.
To book a seat, please call 9927 2333 or
email MooreElectorate@mp.wa.gov.au.

New progress association formed
By Ieva Tomsons
A NEW TOODYAY Progress Association is
being formed to help contribute solutions to
ongoing local community issues.
A steering committee chaired by former
Pilbara State MP and media columnist Larry
Graham is seeking community input to help
promote civic affairs in Toodyay.
“We’re drafting a constitution for
incorporation and would really appreciate
hearing shire residents’ views and opinions,”
Mr Graham said.
The association’s objectives are to:
• interact positively with local elected
representatives to help benefit Toodyay;
• work with other groups to preserve and
promote local heritage;
• work with residents and local businesses
to help advance Toodyay;
• promote community involvement;
• participate in informed discussion of
public affairs;
• ensure coherent community views are

heard by decision makers;
• make independent and non-partisan
representations and submissions on
public affairs and,
• work with other interested parties to
promote community harmony.
“The association is not restricting itself
to the traditional roads, rates and rubbish
approach because the issues confronting
Toodyay are far greater than that,” Mr
Graham said.
“Towns that rely solely on agriculture and
mining have limited futures.
“Those industries may be healthy and
growing but new technology is costing jobs.”
Mr Graham said association members
“hope to be part of the solution, not part of
the problem”.
Mr Graham said the new association is
open to all shire residents.
It does not intend to run candidates in
future council elections.
For more information, please contact
toodyaypa@gmail.com.
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emergency services

Vollies down sausages
to attend emergencies

Service Awards were presented to Brian Allen (left) for five years’ service and Captain Jeff
Venn for 10 years’ service to Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. Photo Peter Harms.
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Morangup
Sue Maddrell
THE START OF the fire season has been
busy in parts of the shire but hopefully things
will settle down and all brigades will have
a quiet season.
Morangup Brigade’s annual BBQ for local
residents started and finished well but did not
run according to plan.
There was a good turn out of locals and
visiting friends and we were honoured by the
presence of earlier generations of fire fighters
– life members Poul and Betty Petersen,
David and Margaret East, Peter and Tess
Mathias, Chas Fletcher and Ros Flower.
The evening started well with a good
variety of beautiful salads accompanying
steaks and sausages expertly cooked by Vern
Smith and Glenn Melton and plenty of raffle
prizes up for grabs.
It was a pleasant surprise to have local WA
Nationals MP Shane Love come along.
The first hiccup was that our captain Jeff
Venn, first lieutenant Steve Gamble and Stan,
Peter and Brendon were fighting the fires
in Coondle and Goomalling Road so they
missed a fair part of the early proceedings
but luckily returned, in a pretty grubby state,
just in time for the formalities.
Then we had a Priority 1 ambulance call
which meant Kim and I had to take off, only
to return after all festivities had finished.
Jeff welcomed our guests and with
the Shane Love’s assistance presented
medallions to Mark and Judy Briggs, Richard
Watson and Jeff for 10 years’ service and

Brian Allen and Phil Hawes for five years’
service.
Richard passed away earlier this year and
his award was collected by his partner Gina.
Our newest member Don Bridger has
now finished his initial training and will be
looking forward to putting his newly learnt
skills into practice.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy
Christmas break with no call-outs.

Old phone boxes could save lives
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger
AS MENTIONED two months ago, the
Badger was overseas last month, hence no
column from our brigade.
Nevertheless life continued as expected for
our volunteers with a gradual increase in the
number of call-outs. Fortunately none were
too serious.
The fire season is definitely upon us and if
we have the predicted long hot summer there
is a great risk from the extra fuel produced by
our late winter and spring rains. It’s certainly
a time for vigilance.
Since our last column 12 members of
our brigade have completed the St John
Ambulance First Aid Training Course and
we want to note here that everyone was very
impressed by the program delivered at our
local Toodyay depot.
Well done everyone at St John and thank

you for a tremendous learning experience.
A couple of months ago we were very
pleased to win a Community Chest Grant to
improve facilities at our shed and this work
is now underway. Progress will be reported
on in the near future.
One thing we mentioned in a recent column
was the provision of a defibrillator as part of
our grant and the Badger wants to share with
you something interesting he saw in a small
country town in Wales:
“It seems that British Telecom is shutting
down many of their public telephone booths
because of the spread of mobile phones.
“Many small communities have objected
to the removal of the traditional red
telephone boxes and requested they be left
for community use, one popular idea being
to install shelves and use them as book
exchanges along the lines of ‘take a book but
leave a book’. This really caught my fancy.
“One red telephone booth contains a real
working defibrillator for community use so

I guess someone could be saving a life while
another person dials 999 on the phone next
door.”
As this will be the last column until
February 2017, the Bejoording Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade uses this opportunity to
wish the entire Toodyay Shire a safe, fire-free
and happy holiday period.

Our next regular meeting will be our
joint Christmas Party with the Bejoording
Community Group at the Shed at 6pm on
Wednesday December 21.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful
using any tools or vehicles with the potential
to cause a fire.
Remember to always plan and prepare for
fire, and have a clear contingency strategy
in place should things get out of control.
Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people,
animals and property, so take care.
If you have any questions remember you
can contact captain Barry Grey on 9574
2149, or the Badger on 9574 4834. Please
leave a message if we are not there.
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emergency services

Snake bite? Just $10 could save your life

St John Ambulance
Carolynne Haigh

SNAKES ARE on the move now warm
weather has arrived.
We had two snake bite call-outs last month.
It is vital to get immediate treatment
and that the first people on the scene have
the knowledge and equipment to treat the
patient.
We urge everyone to be careful but if a bite
occurs, snake bite kits are available from the
Toodyay St John Ambulance sub-centre for
$10.
We also have bites and stings kits, which

held last month, bringing this year’s total to
950 people trained.
It included First Aid Focus in schools and
during school holidays, automated external
defibrillator demonstrations for various
community groups, first aid courses and an
open day.
We have been very active in the community,
and we will offer similar courses and
demonstrations in 2017.
Toodyay branch recruited four new
volunteers but need more for sub-branches
at Morangup and Bolgart.

Without your generosity, we would not
have been able to provide the community
with the five ambulances we now have.
Your contributions have also provided us
with a lot of essential equipment for treating
patients and training volunteers.
The monster raffle was drawn at Toodyay’s
December 2 street party – congratulations to
the winner, local resident Robert Ferguson.
We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas
and New Year.
Please take care – we don’t want to see you
over the break but will be available if needed.

Some fire breaks yet to be done – be fair to others
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle Nunile
Max J. Heath

Death adder
contain two bandages to pressure-wrap the
bitten area and limb, and information about
how to manage the patient.
The kit also contains a cold pack and
treatment for other insect bites and stings.
October was a busy month when ambulance
volunteers travelled 7019km to 66 jobs.
Morangup crews went to 23 jobs and
Toodyay crews attended 43.
Our final first-aid course for the year was

If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer, please call into our office behind
the St Vincent de Paul shop in Stirling
Terrace or call Carolynne on 9574 2390.
We would like to thank everyone who has
supported us throughout the year.
Your participation and attendance at our
social events, the dance and the quiz night,
made each of these a great success, and we
plan to hold more next year.
Thank you also to so many of you who
readily donate to our raffles, and many more
of you who repeatedly buy tickets.

until RECENTLY the weather has been
reasonably mild and farmers making hay
have been very lucky to get away with no
rain, but the heat has certainly hit us now
and we have had fires to match.
I see, however, that some property owners
have still not completed their fire breaks.
If you are one of these people, you are not
being fair to the volunteer firefighters who
turn out to protect your property and you are
not being fair to your neighbours.
Please rectify this situation as soon as
possible before the rangers spot you. Also,
anyone with fire extinguishers, etc. should
check this equipment as it is not too late to
do so.

The brigade has taken delivery of a large
portable air conditioner which will cool our
shed when we have crews waiting to go out
or a crew that has just come in after a hot
spell on a fire ground and also make our
summer meetings more comfortable.
We haven’t finished sorting out our sea
container yet but this will eventually make
a difference to the space we have in our
shed for training, etc. and it will be good to
move out some of the gear that we don’t use
regularly.
Now to the recent events in the district.
During my time in Toodyay I have never
before seen the loss of so many structures
at this time of the year and it would be
interesting to find out the cause of each of
these fires.
With the sudden hot weather a lot of people
have been trying to clean up around their

properties and this has caused some fires.
One I believe may have started by a
whipper snipper with a nylon cord picking up
a stone which then hit another stone causing
a spark; it can happen that easily.
Another fire appears to be carelessness as
it was caused by a person who was slashing
and had no back up.
People must think the volunteers are only
there for them.
Then,on Saturday November 26, there
were three fires in Toodyay and also a
large one in Goomalling that stretched our
resources to the limit.
In closing, I ask you all to take care
and make summer an easier time for the
volunteers.

Dozen call-outs
signal busy start
to fire season
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Julimar
Alison Wroth
THE 2016-2017 fire season has well and
truly begun with Julimar attending at least a
dozen call-outs, including a town house fire.
With the high stands of wild oats creating
fuel around the shire, let us hope that
everyone has a good plan if there is a fire in
their area.
Get out or be able to defend – make the
decision early.
We have recently had a great response to
training on Friday evenings with new people
attending, keen to know what the brigade is
all about. This is very encouraging.
Grant will continue to send reminder
emails to our firefighters on roster to jolt
them back to reality and get them down to
training as response has been a bit varied to
date.
We shall shortly be starting our visits to
property owners in the Julimar area to advise
and discuss how their homes can be defended
in a bushfire situation.
These visits will prove very interesting
for us as a brigade and for home owners
themselves.
We have recently had seven new firefighters
from Julimar pass the Bush Firefighting
Course and I am advised that there were 13
others from brigades near and far that passed
as well.
Congratulations to everybody. That is an
excellent achievement but let us hope you
don’t have to put your skills to use too soon
this year.
Our thanks must go to Rocket and Geoff
for supplying the shed with a load of wood
for when we can light the fire again.
Thanks so much, guys. That’s the kind of
nice thought that keeps our morale up and
our family tight.
At the regular Captain’s Brief given every
Friday evening to those who attend the
supper and training, we were all suddenly
in the plane with Peter when he reverted to
his days as a pilot, calling the firetruck cab
the cockpit by accident.
Then everybody pitched in with more
suggestions, the classic being that an ejector
seat might be quite handy in a firetruck – out
of the frying pan into the fire, you might say.
Our Christmas raffle and stall was held
outside the IGA in the foyer on the same
weekend as the Christmas Street Party.
Congratulations to our winners who took
home some wonderful hampers – enough to
feed Santa and unexpected guests.
We would like to wish all our members,
readers and supporters a very Merry
Christmas and a safe and a Happy New Year.
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CBH eyes Muchea as new receival site

Wheat trucks queue to deliver this year’s bumper harvest at CBH’s Northam (Avon) receival depot.
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
HARVEST in Toodyay and surrounding
areas is now well under way.
Apart from some minor rain delays, harvest
has been progressing well.
Canola yields have been good with good
oil levels.
Early reports from farmers suggest barley
yields are also good, though some barley has
been affected by frost and is lightweight.
The long, cool finish to the growing
season has also lead to low protein levels in
malting barley which caused some loads to
be lowered to feed grade.
The wheat harvest is just under way.
Industry commentators suggest wheat
yields will be good, although frost is an
unknown at this stage.
Bolgart Rural’s principal, Lester Snooke,
commented recently that frost has been found
sporadically in crops in the district.
He stated areas that had been affected by
frost were mainly in lower-lying areas and
weaker sand patches in paddocks.
Damage has not been as widespread or as
severe as southern areas of the Wheatbelt.
Deliveries of grain to the CBH facility at
Northam (Avon) have had the usual seasonal
bottlenecks, with above-expected canola
yields resulting in some delays for deliverers.
This has been especially noticeable for GM
canola deliveries and barley into the older
parts of the storage network at Northam.
Earlier this year CBH Group released its
‘Network Strategy’ to shape the network of
the future.
The strategy identified the 100 sites of the
future and the planned rationalisation over
the next 10 years of 102 bulk-grain receival
sites.
One of the sites that will be rationalised is
the Coondle bin, which has not opened in the
previous seven years.
CBH Group is in the early stages of
exploring the possibility of a new receival
site in Muchea.
While a decision on whether to proceed is
still at least a year or two away, if developed
it will allow grain, particularly from areas
north of Toodyay, to be transported directly
to the facility via the Great Northern
Highway.
This will alleviate pressure from grain
being transported through the Toodyay Shire

to the Northam receival depot and railhead.
November 16 marked the first anniversary
of the devastating Esperance and Scadden
bush fires in which four farm workers lost
their lives.
This is a timely reminder to all residents,
to be fire-aware and always remain vigilant
during harvesting and other outdoor activities
during summer.

The Toodyay Agricultural Alliance wishes
everyone a safe and happy Christmas and
New Year.
Residents outside of farming have inquired
what the Toodyay Agriculural Alliance is
about.
Essentially it is a group consisting of
broadacre farmers in Toodyay interested in
the future of farming in our shire.

It’s time to escape the cone of silence
LAST MONTH’S ‘ordinary meeting of
council’ was just that – ordinary.
Neighbours were relieved when the
Wannamal Field and Game Association was
denied approval to move its ‘clay shooting’
club to Telegraph Road, Wattening (or
Bejoording, depending on whose maps you
use).
Lead contamination from thousands of
spent shotgun shells, noise and dust, and
the nuisance caused by dozens of shooters’
vehicles entering and leaving the rural
property were given as reasons.
Gun club members seem a determined
bunch, so let’s see if there is an appeal.
Men’s Shed: Toodyay Men’s Shed was
allowed to extend its leased area by four
metres at the old shire depot after discovering
that a boundary fence encroaching onto the
site would interfere with a planned building.
There was also an unforeseen problem with
site levels, and one would have thought this
decision would sail through – as so many
other much more important items seem to
do – without discussion.
Not so. Cr Brian Rayner moved a
recommendation to approve the four-metre
extension – and then argued and voted
against it.
“I have no qualms about the Men’s Shed
being there but I’m concerned it will just
get bigger and bigger when some other
organisation could put the extra space to
better use,” Cr Rayner said.

The motion was carried 7-1 with Cr Rayner
voting against – good luck if he ever wants
to apply for Men’s Shed membership.
Info bay: The shire’s new blank ‘noninformation’ bay is still blank six months after
the faux heritage structure was completed.
Its unadorned edifice remains fully
illuminated every night – perhaps in the
hope a nocturnal sign writer might show
up – but the odds seem to favour The Bat’s
earlier prediction that we’ll be lucky to see
anything by Christmas.
Graham Merrick: Meanwhile, our shire
continues to spend hundreds of thousands of
dollars on legal fees to pursue former shire
CEO Graham Merrick for $160,000 – but not
a peep about where that is going except to
accuse ratepayers of being mischievous for
asking questions – it’s just as well we are in
good hands and don’t need to know anything.
Unlawful rates: The discovery that a
significant number of this year’s rural rates
bills are unlawful – revealed exclusively in
last month’s Herald – didn’t get a mention
either, although councillors voted 9-0 in
October to keep ratepayers informed on the
shire’s website and public notice boards, and
report ‘progress’ to last month’s meeting.
Nobody asked why that didn’t happen, who
was responsible for this embarrassing mess
or how many ratepayers are affected.
Instead, we get three brief paragraphs near
the end of Shire President David Dow’s
monthly report on Page 20 of this month’s
Herald – repeating only a little of what was
already published in full as Page 1 news last
month – and still nothing officially on the
shire website for the rest of the world to see.
Our elected shire representatives seem to
question very little even at the best of times,
PHONE

9574 2233

The Meat Hook Toodyay thanks all our customers for
THE
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HOOK
TOODYAY

Vouchers
available

Our stated aim is to “promote, preserve and
protect agriculture in Toodyay”.
We were the first industry in the shire and
have been active for 150 years and we still
believe we have a future.
We aim to encourage our remaining
farmers to look forward to the future and
work towards being there for another 150
years.

their support in 2016 and we wish them a happy and safe

FestiveSeason
and prosperous New Year

Please remember to get
your Christmas and bulk orders in by
10th December, cash and carry only
from 12th December 2016

Don't forget
the Pets!

PLEASE NOTE:
The Meat Hook Toodyay will be closed from 2pm 24th December
to Monday 16th January 2017

BUTCHERY & FRESH MADE
121a Stirling Terrace I Toodyay WA 6566 I
meathooktoodyay

raising the question of whether they think
it’s better to sweep dirt under the carpet or
ignore it in the hope it will go away.
Too bad the shire has had to apply to a
State Government agency to have this year’s
rates quashed, leaving an unknown number
of ratepayers with the prospect of having to
pay bigger rates bills than they expected.
‘Adverse reflection’: The shire has turned
evasion into an art-form with a self-imposed
ban on ‘adverse reflection’ to stifle informed
public debate.
‘Adverse reflection’ means councillors
“shall not reflect adversely upon a resolution
of council except on a resolution that the
resolution be rescinded”.
It’s been interpreted to mean, for instance,
that no councillor is allowed to say publicly
that cutting down our Anzac Memorial Park
trees to make more room for heavy trucks is
a dumb idea.
According to the council’s own rules, it’s
an offence even for a councillor to say that
‘adverse reflection’ itself is a dumb idea –
unless they say it in a council debate on a
rescission motion to remove that rule.
So much for openness, transparency and
accountability, let alone respect for basic
democratic principles of free speech.
Your humble Bat recently wrote twice to
all councillors about ‘adverse reflection’.
Two of the nine acknowledged the first
letter and only one replied to the second.
When Shire President David Dow flew to
Spain and Hong Kong on holiday in August
– leaving nobody else in charge while he
was out of the country – he left “specific
instructions” that only he was allowed to
answer questions from The Herald “if I
choose to do so” which, of course, he didn’t.
He also criticised others for disobeying him
when he found out from afar that they had
dared to speak to The Herald anyway.
It seems The Bat is now in the same boat.
In public question time at last month’s
council meeting, President Dow said he
would not be taking any steps to revoke
the shire’s ‘adverse reflection’ rule and –
surprise, surprise – had not been approached
by any other councillors to do so.
The Bat then rang the WA Department
of Local Government and an independent
lawyer who said ‘adverse reflection’ refers
to meeting procedure and nothing else.
They said there is nothing to prevent any
councillor from saying what they like to
whom they like about anything the shire
does – without the threat of a $5000 fine or
any other nonsense – as long as they don’t
claim to speak on behalf of the council.
The Shire’s Standing Orders Local Law
2008 – which bans ‘adverse reflection’ –
applies to “the conduct of meetings of the
council and its committees and to meetings
of electors” – nothing else.
It’s no different to a Federal or State MP
saying they disagree with a law or another
MP’s opinion as long as they don’t claim
– unless they are a Cabinet Minister – to
represent an official view.
It’s time our elected shire representatives
broke free from this self-imposed cone of
silence and stood up for themselves and the
people who elect them.
They can continue to ignore it, but it won’t
go away.
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Locals rally to aid
world’s refugees
TOODYAY ART therapist Despina Weston
flew late last month to the Greek island of
Chios to join fellow local resident Linda
Rooney who arrived in October to help
deliver volunteer emergency aid to Syrian
refugees arriving by boat from Turkey, just
seven kilometres away at its closest point.
About 1100 refugees are camped in
makeshift tents on Chios, which last
month suffered a violent attack by rightwing political opponents armed with
Molotov cocktails that burnt down three
refugee tents and wounded two people.
Despina Weston
THERE IS a familiarity to the Chios situation
– different people, different times, similar
stories.
The refugees there are not so different from
you or me.
They are mothers, fathers, daughters and
sons, husbands and wives and grandchildren.
They are people of the world.
Why do we fear them, we who have so
much?
Over generations, the history of our family
of origin has come from refugee and migrant
backgrounds.
Throughout my life I have been inspired
to ‘give’ of myself to my family, friends,
clients, profession and to my community.
This desire to ‘serve’ comes from a deep
sense of feeling blessed.
Despite hardships and obstacles along the
way, at every step I felt camaraderie and
friendship, care and support not only from
loved ones close to me but also strangers.
I have called Australia home for 55 of my
65 years and am grateful to have brought up
my children and for the opportunities my
parents were able to create for us.
So when I decided as an art therapist to
go to Chios to do this humanitarian work,
clients, friends and community groups from
Toodyay, Goomalling and the Mundaring-

Linda is understood to be helping to
deliver food and clothing to refugee
families, while Despina plans to use art
therapy to help traumatised men, women
and children fleeing violence and terror in
their war-stricken homeland.
Chios is the windiest Greek island with
December (winter) temperatures ranging
from 9-16C and a 40 per cent chance of
light rain, thunderstorms or moderate rain
throughout the month.
Despina speaks Greek and some Arabic,
and this her and Linda’s stories.
Hills area stepped forward to support the
Chios Refugee Project.
I have been flooded with good wishes,
hands-on support and art-therapy materials
– my suitcase is bulging with contributions
to take with me.
Others have given me financial
contributions to purchase what other supplies
might be needed and to contribute to other
needs of refugees through organisations on
the ground.
I would like to thank everyone for their
generosity: Toodyay Lions Club, Toodyay
Theatre Group, numerous individual
members from Arts Toodyay, members from
the Toodyay Book Club, Toodyay Pharmacy
(30 lipsticks for refugee camp women) and,
others who prefer to remain anonymous.
By the time you read this, I will be working
largely with the Athena Centre – a refugee
centre for women in Chios – as an art
therapist/counsellor and as an artist working
with women refugees.
I have also been asked to support other
volunteer refugee workers as needed.
The Athena Centre is funded by the
non-government organisation Action from
Switzerland, founded by Gabrielle Tan.
I am also liaising with Frank Hall from The
English Centre of the Chios Eastern Shore
Rescue Team where men go to learn English.
The aim is to introduce art therapy with

Despina Weston packs donated art therapy equipment to take to Greece.
the hope that it can become an integral part
of the overall program for the men.
Art therapy is a wonderful tool for
expressing emotions and learning to manage
them in appropriate ways.
There may also be some opportunity to
work at the new school for refugee children.
Before arriving in Chios, I hope to meet art
therapists from the Athens refugee camp.
While art therapy is well-used in mainland
Greece, it appears to be missing on the island
and I would like to initiate a change towards
that outcome.
Art therapy can help to express difficult
feelings and trauma.

It can help to relax, enliven imagination,
free-up creativity and lead to better outcomes
in difficult situations where hope might
otherwise be totally lost.
As an art therapist, I will immerse myself
in writing and painting my own experiences
of the trip and the refugee situation as
an integral part of what it means to be a
relational art therapist and ethnographic
researcher.
The trip is totally self-funded – while on
Chios I will stay at a two-star hotel near the
refugee camp and fly home on December 22,
although I suspect already that I will want to
return to Chios.

Linda Rooney helps check refugees on Chios.
Linda Rooney
CHIOS IS A small Greek island closer to
Turkey than Rottnest is to Cottesloe.
Greece is Europe and a gateway to safety,
stability and economic wealth.
For this reason displaced people from
Syria, Afghanistan and North and West
African countries make their way there for
refuge.
Such is its promise that there are also
people from Haiti and Nepal.
They trek across land, saving their money
for the smugglers who charge $700 to $2200
per person to make the short but treacherous
journey across the water.
They are usually dumped at a craggy beach
(if they make it).
This is when the volunteer groups step
in and retrieve them, provide them with
blankets and dry clothes and transport them
to Vial Detention Centre for registration.
Now safely in Europe, very little is
provided by the State and they are supplied
with tents, food and medical support by
volunteers and donations.
Zinnia Browne and I arrived in midOctober with excess luggage, donations
and funds for necessities, enabling us to
volunteer for three weeks.
It is mostly cold and windy on Chios.
Living in tents with cold communal
showers is not fun.
But there is no alternative if your home
and business is bombed, if your father and
brother were taken by the police after you
defected or your city is currently being razed
to the ground.
The people I met at the Souda camp,
housing around 1000 (overflow from Vial
and not recognised) were doctors, lawyers,
accountants and ex-diplomats.
They spoke many languages and were
intelligent and capable.
They lived cheek-by- jowl with ethnic
and cultural ‘enemies’ and the tolerance
they showed should be an example for all
humanity.

They stay a minimum of two months but
some have already been here six months.
Working with Drop in the Ocean, a
Norwegian non-government organisation,
we were the distributors of breakfast, lunch
and dinner.
We set up barriers and lined up these once
proud people like cattle.
If they have cards, they are checked off the
list and provided with food.
If they do not have cards or new-arrival
papers they wait in the queue for about two
hours.
Usually there are leftovers for them –
sometimes not.
Hot lunches are provided by Zaporeak a
Basque organisation privately managed by a
restaurant owner in Basque Spain and dinner
by a Korean Buddhist group.
Breakfast, usually a bun, a chocolate bar
and milk or juice, is provided by the United
Nations.
In Australia it would be considered a
diet, and returning to Chios after a threeweek break, I saw many whose weight had
dropped.
Part of our distribution role is comfort.
I wandered up the queue to check if they
were OK and provide hugs and warm smiles.
Did they sleep through the storm? Is their
tent flooded? Do they need warm pants or
shoes?
It’s a little, but it means a lot and does
make a difference.
Many Toodyay individuals and groups
provided funding and donations when they
learned of this journey.
All have been gratefully received –
shampoo and conditioner, shower gel,
wool and knitting needles, books and pens
for language lessons and art supplies from
Toodyay Arts Society.
I delivered the art supplies and was asked
if I knew anyone who could teach their use.
One email to Despina Weston and she was
on her way to provide art lessons and muchneeded psychological and emotional help.
Many thanks to those who donated.
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letters

Continued from Page 4

Save our native trees
I AND OTHERS have been trying
unsuccessfully to stop native trees being cut
down on Bejoording Road and get straight
answers from the Shire of Toodyay about
why they were removed for road widening
by the neighbouring Shire of Goomalling.
A number of questions were put to the
Toodyay Shire’s October meeting but the
council’s answers were very opaque.
It said such roadworks had historically
always been done by the Shire of Goomalling,
although I was able to prove that the road is
within the Shire of Toodyay.
I believe this work should have been
controlled – at least to some extent – by the
Shire of Toodyay because our shire is legally
responsible if anything goes wrong.
Our shire should have advertised an
intention to remove the trees and vegetation
and sought public submissions.
I commend our shire for pruning only
overhanging branches when road-widening
elsewhere, and no trees were cut down when
the Bindoon-Dewars Pool Road was recently
widened.
If our shire had carried out the Bejoording
Road widening, it is highly likely the
destroyed trees would still be there.
A Toodyay Naturalist Club member has
been trying stop vulnerable plants and trees
being cleared in neighbouring shires where
there seems a complete disregard for the
value of precious native vegetation on road
reserves.
Road vegetation forms a large part of
remnant native vegetation, and it is being
cleared without any thought for the future.
We need to stop destroying our native
vegetation because very little of it is left.
The WA Department of Environment and
Regulation (DER) says it is now aware of the
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club and will forward
any further native vegetation clearance
applications to the club for comment (see
our website for more details).
I trust the Shire of Toodyay will do more
to help protect and preserve all our trees and
vegetation for future generations.
Brian Foley
(Toodyay Naturalists’ Club President)
Dewars Pool

Tourists – not trucks
THE TOODYAY Shire Council’s October
meeting included an option to re-route
the town’s heavy-haulage bypass through
Stirling Terrace.
The existing route on Hamersley Street and
Harper Road has caused controversy with
some truck drivers apparently concerned
about the difficulty of turning the corner of
Anzac Avenue and Clinton Street where two
large Anzac Memorial Park trees are said to
be in the way.
Considerable money has been spent on
upgrading Anzac Avenue, which is now wide
and has a very good surface.
Hamersley Road is also a wide, wellmaintained and clear roadway.
It is less-tortuous for large vehicles than
Stirling Terrace which was recently upgraded
with brick-paved footpaths, marked parking
bays, trees and new street lights, making it a
very attractive, safe and pedestrian-friendly
precinct – a big factor in Toodyay’s recent
Tidy Towns wins.
To downgrade it with a heavy-haulage
route is a serious retrograde step.
Last year’s Toodyay economic development

plan said: “The lifestyle and amenity
characteristics of Toodyay have the potential
to support considerable tourism visitation,
activity and investment”.
It has allowed more alfresco areas for cafés
to encourage outdoor dining and general
enjoyment of the now scenic and attractive
streetscape.
Imagine the disruption if large, noisy trucks
laden with hay blow debris into people’s
coffee, and animal manure drops onto the
road while tourists try to enjoy what the street
currently offers.
We stand to lose all the gains achieved by
the good work done to beautify the street and
make it a place for people, not heavy-haulage
trucks.
Pedestrian safety is also a serious issue.
A constant stream of big trucks will pose
a major threat to older people and school
children crossing the road.
Our town’s residents must resist any move
to force this unwanted change on us.
If the shire is truly serious about the
proposal – which I can’t believe it is – it
needs to consider how much benefit has
been achieved by the good work to enhance
the town’s appeal against the possibility of
losing it all for short-term gain.
Other alternative proposals must be
pursued, including the long-standing option
for a heavy-haulage bypass elsewhere.
It needs to be resolved in a way that
delivers a long-term, safe solution that
does not impinge on the heritage amenity
and attractiveness that the town offers to
residents and visitors, upon whom local
businesses rely for their economic survival.
Dennis Gregory
Toodyay

Chaplaincy SOS
CHAPLAINCY committee members are
getting older and we are losing our treasurer
Ray Jackson who is leaving for greener fields
– we need help.
Most committee members are older people
and we need new support.
Younger, new community members on this
most necessary and rewarding organisation
would be a great help.
Our committee would like to thank Ray for
his tireless work and wish him all the best
for the future.
Losing Ray leaves us without a treasurer,
so if you think you can volunteer for this
position please contact me on 9574 2069 or
Vivienne Freeman on 9574 4915.
Please do the same if you wish to become
an ordinary member of this committee.
Max J. Heath
Chairman,Toodyay Chaplaincy Committee

AS THE END of 2016 draws nearer
RSL Toodyay sub branch prepares for its
Christmas lunch in Memorial Hall.
This year has been outstanding with many
official events being conducted including
Anzac Day, Vietnam Veterans Day and
Remembrance Day.
We have been delighted with the
outstanding support received from our
Toodyay community through attendance at
these events and the wonderful support in
our fund-raising endeavours.
These included the mid-September RSL
stall and raffle, Poppy Day and the recent
Christmas raffle and street stall.
Thank you very much to all who so
generously supported RSL Toodyay sub
branch during this year.
Our welfare officer Max (on 9574 2102)

Who will pick up baton
for Bolgart recyling?

Bolgart Community News
Serena Syred and Nolene Kaszanski
AFTER 14 YEARS the Bolgart P&C has
regrettably decided to close the recycling
shed due to the workload involved.
The P&C provided a wonderful facility to
the community which annually raised $1000$1500 for our primary school.
Recycling is an extremely important
exercise and perhaps another local agency
will take up the baton and continue on.
Many thanks to Lyn Tagliaferri who played
a major role in initiating the scheme.
Thank you also to the many willing
volunteers over the years.
An awesome start to the 2016 harvesting
program has put smiles on many faces, with
above-average yields from canola, barley,
lupins and wheat.
Pam Meston, Joy Hamilton and Jenni
Knowles travelled all the way to Kalgoorlie
for the Goldfields Open Golf Championship.
A 36-hole stableford competition was
played over the weekend November 12-13
with a full field. Congratulations to Pam
Meston for winning the Open Veteran’s
Trophy.

Ladies Bowling Results: Jenni Knowles
and Barbara Mottershaw travelled to York
Bowling Club on November 8 for the Avon
Valley Ladies’ Championships.
Jenni came away runner-up in the League
Singles and Barbara was also runner-up in
the Novice division.
On November 24 the Bolgart ladies played
for the championship pairs trophy.
The day was won by Pam McGill and Pam
Meston. Runners-up were Dale McGill and
Barbara Mottershaw.
Ladies’ Pennants. November 2, Toodyay vs
Bolgart 0-4.
November 15, double header played at York.
Northam Blue vs Bolgart 4-0, due to the heat
rule the second game was deemed a draw
with 2-2.
November 22, Goomalling White vs Bolgart
3-1.
November 29, Dowerin vs Bolgart 0-4.
Men’s Pennants
November 5, Meckering vs Bolgart 7-1.
November 12, Toodyay vs Bolgart 1-7.
November 19, Goomalling vs Bolgart 8-1.
November 26, Beverley vs Bolgart 8-0 - due
to forfeit by Bolgart.
Merry Christmas and a safe 2017 to all.

Grey-beards empty bins
WHEN driving from Goomalling to Toodyay,
take at look at the yellow rubbish bins near
Wongamine – they often need to be emptied.
Bins on Toodyay Road are also often
overflowing.
Two grey-bearded blokes have been taking
this rubbish to the tip.
We (Pete and I) are happy to keep emptying
them but the job will need to be taken over
one day by the next generation.
A young Toodyay Friends of the River
volunteer wrote in the Bolgart school paper
about rubbish pick-ups.
Toodyay could follow his lead.
Andrew Carr
Coondle West

Veterans salute big year
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Bruce Guthrie

The last load leaves Bolgart for the Goomalling recycling plant.

would like to hear from you if you would
like to talk to someone local and in person.
This service is for veterans and their
families and aging citizens who would like
support.
This year no applications were received for
the Sandakan Scholarship Tour to Borneo in
April 2017.
RSL Toodyay President Peter and the
executive wish all our members, veterans,
families and citizens a very happy Christmas
and for 2017 to be your best year so far.
Take care and a speedy recovery if you are
unwell or undergoing treatment at this time.
Thank you again for a wonderful 2016.

Seasons
Greetings
We would sincerely like to express our gratitude for the loyal
support and fun times our customers from Toodyay and
surrounding districts have once again given us.
We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and look
forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Lyn and Andrew
16 Stirling Tce TOODYAY
Phone 9574 2062
Opening Hours - Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 9 - 5pm
Sunday and Public Holidays 10 - 5pm
CLOSED TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
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Our kids need their own physical space to grow
Mia Davies
Central Wheatbelt MP*
THE FUTURE for young people growing
up in Toodyay and the Avon Valley is one
of enormous opportunity.
I have long held the belief that growing up
in a country town sets you up to be a leader
in whatever field you pursue.
I grew up in Wyalkatchem and as a young
person saw leadership demonstrated as part
of everyday life.
It has left me with a very strong sense of
community and a desire to give back.
I am often asked what more can we do to
support and encourage our young people to
stay in country WA.
There is no silver bullet, but there are
definitely ways to make sure we build
inclusive and tolerant communities.
Making physical space for young people
is important.
Historically, much of our built environment
has been designed or prioritised for adults,
the decision-makers in the community.
I see clubs, halls, Men’s Sheds, CWA
buildings – all worthy and important but
geared towards an older demographic.
Young people need space where they can
come together, use technology and be active.
And the process of creating this space is
just as important as the end result.
Learning how to apply for funding,
planning, asking for sponsorship,
demonstrating need – these are all skills
that will serve them well into adulthood.
It’s also important to create an environment
where young people’s views and aspirations
are considered and valued.
Whether it be in local government,
volunteer organisations or sporting clubs – if
there’s a culture of creating space for young
people and giving them an opportunity to be
part of the decision-making, then benefits
will be felt by all.
Never underestimate the impact you can
have on a young person’s life by taking time
to make space for them.
We are all busy, and at times it’s easier to
take the safe and known path.
You are investing in your future by making
a conscious decision as a community to create
an inclusive and youth-friendly environment
that stretches across government, business
and community organisations in your town.
Toodyay has a great sense of community
spirit.
Nestled in the Avon Valley, it is close to
Perth which can be a double-edged sword
with the bright lights of the city just down
the Hill.
This may lure some away but if the
foundations laid during their early years are
good then they will return, hopefully with
new ideas and enthusiasm to give back and
continue to contribute to this amazing part
of the world.
*Ms Davies is also State Minister for Sport
and Recreation, Water and Forestry; and WA
National Party Deputy Leader, and has an
electorate office in Northam.

Our Ask the Experts page offers an opportunity each month for
Herald readers to ask questions about what really matters to them in
our community. It’s an opportunity to exchange views and express
opinions, discuss ideas and openly discuss all areas of public policy.
This month we ask: ‘What is the future for young people growing up in
Toodyay and surrounding districts, and how can the community best
address their needs as they develop from children into young adults’.
The Toodyay Herald invites your ongoing participation.
Grant Brown
Principal, Toodyay District High School
I RECENTLY had the pleasure of attending
the formal Year 10 graduation dinner for
Toodyay District High School students.
The quality and character of these graduates
positively reflects the benefits of growing up
in such a rich and diverse community such
as Toodyay.
The very next morning – along with
another group of proud family members
– I was privileged to see our pre-primary
students in action as they hosted a whole
school assembly.
Harnessing the talent, character, diversity
and enthusiasm of our youngest students
while building connection and passion to
education is vital in the future success of all
Wheatbelt towns.
Our region’s Wheatbelt Blueprint cites
‘Clever People’ as a key aspiration and
target.
With local communities and schools
working together, we can provide the
launching platform towards life-long
learning.
As a former acting principal at Northam
Senior High School and now Principal of
Toodyay District High School, I am able
to see pathways and transitions into gainful
employment or further study in our region.
Our schools open the door to many
exciting and often unique opportunities in
the Wheatbelt region.
Programs such as Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM), Primary
Extension and Challenge (PEAC), Vocational
Education and Training (VET) and university
entry pathways (ATAR) combined with
comprehensive kindergarten to Year 12
programs present a very positive future
for students in Toodyay and surrounding
districts.
Job opportunities are driven by local
business success which is often subject to
seasonal fluctuations in regional industries
such as agriculture and tourism.
Businesses demand young local people
to service their ever-changing needs, and
farming and agriculture drive this demand
and growth in a multitude of support
industries that service the local economy.
Matching education to evolving local
economies ensures that – where possible –
jobs can be filled from within the district.
For our schools, this means the life-long
journey of education must match local needs
while providing opportunities for students to
enter universities, TAFE and gain access to
their chosen careers.
Our district offers many unique choices

Season’s
Greetings!

for making the transition from primary
to secondary, and secondary to further
study, including Trade Training Centres,
C.Y. O’Connor TAFE and the Muresk
(agricultural) Institute.
Community support is essential not only for
providing potential jobs but also in offering
apprenticeships and work placements.
Keeping young people in our Wheatbelt
towns is inexorably linked to employment
opportunities and population growth.
Schools, families, communities, businesses
and government agencies all have a role to
play in supporting each other and building
strength together.
Our students’ success is our communities’
success, and for our students – opportunity
means preparedness.
Sgt Warren Conder*
Officer in Charge, Toodyay Police
Station
THE RELATIONSHIP between juveniles
and police is by far the most challenging.
Balancing law and order and guidance is
not as easy as one would think when children
are involved.
More often than not, kids suddenly find
themselves on the wrong side of the law and
facing the justice system.
In some cases, this can have a devastating
impact on the rest of their lives.
Often by default, police officers find
themselves taking on the role of parenting
in our society.
However, it is not the responsibility of
police to guide and educate children in what
is right and wrong – this is for their families
and – in too many cases – their schools.
More often than not, police will step in
and do what is necessary to involve other
agencies responsible for that role, including
– if needed – the WA Department of Child
Protection.
Kids in Toodyay are no different from those
in any other regional town or metropolitan
suburb.
However, being in regional WA does
present additional stresses.
Remoteness, isolation from friends and
family, lack of entertainment and local
activities, and grooming by older criminals
all have a massive influence on our children’s
health and well-being.
Boredom can often cause impressionable
kids to be enticed into illegal activities that
can quickly unravel, landing them on the
wrong side of the law.
Add in the mix alcohol and/or drug abuse
by children and/or other family members –

including parents – and you get a situation
that is not a sound platform on which to grow
up.
Children exposed to this kind of
environment have little or no chance of ever
aspiring to what their dreams may have been.
Every day, police try to avoid putting
children before the judicial system.
However – more often than not – police
officers’ hands are tied, and children who
fall victim to poor parenting, alcohol/drug
abuse or dysfunctional family life soon
find themselves in court and in many cases,
imprisoned.
Parents and government agencies involved
in the welfare, education and management
of our kids should all be trying to engage
children at ground level despite the many
walls of resistance which mostly come from
dysfunctional family members or the kids
themselves.
If we in Toodyay don’t get it right today, the
Toodyay of tomorrow will fail our children
just as much as in the past.
*Sgt Conder is married and has three
children aged 8, 21 and 22, and two
grandchildren – one aged two months and
the other three years old.

Giant generates
a shed-load
of power
Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger
THE COMMUNITY group, together with the
fire brigade can now breathe easy, especially
in the summer, with the installation of our
own powerful diesel generator.
A tremendous job has been done by Mark
Glossop, a member and local electrical
contractor, who with some help from other
members not only installed the much-needed
back-up power supply but also built the
protective shed and cage around it.
It was put to the test last Wednesday when
we turned on everything that was possible to
turn on, and it worked like a charm.
A big thank you to Toodyay and Districts
Bendigo Community Bank for the supportive
grant earlier this year.
Wednesday nights are building up again as
we look forward to our big Christmas Party
at the end of the month.
It’s been good to see some new arrivals
to the area coming along to meet and greet
their neighbours. Newcomers are always
welcome.
As The Badger was away for all of October
and some of November he hasn’t caught up
with all the news yet but he’s told that our
annual Melbourne Cup day at the shed was
a great success, with some pretty fancy hats,
some great food, and some robust investment
in sweep stakes.
A very merry Christmas to all our friends
and neighbours, and a happy holiday season
to the whole community.
Don’t forget the Christmas Party night,
complete with a visit from Santa, on
Wednesday December 21 at the shed, 6pm
onwards.
Your monthly reminder. We meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm, and leave when it
suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids
are welcome, and there are fun events every
month. If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love
to get to know you.
If you want to know more you can contact
president Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call
The Badger on 0414 250 484.
Hope to see you soon.
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Historic clock secures a
resting place at shire
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President
OUR LAST FUNCTION for the year was
held in the council’s newly refurbished
shearing shed opposite the Old Gaol
Museum.
With new timber decking and access
ramps, the floor space has been considerably
enlarged, making it a great addition to the
venues now available to the community.
We had two important events to celebrate
on the night, the first of which was the
symbolic official handing over of the
Toodyay Clock to the Shire President David
Dow and Museum Curator Margie Eberle.
With the glass-domed clock safely tucked
away in secure storage, the documents
providing its provenance were given to the
shire.
Folk may recall that some years ago the
clock sat on the counter of the Toodyay
and Districts Bendigo Community Bank,
together with the story about how it became
part of the move to change our town’s
name from Newcastle to Toodyay and, old
Toodyay becoming West Toodyay.
The second event was the official launch
of member Alison Cromb’s newly-published
book The Road to Toodyay.
The book is as meticulously researched as
is her first book, The History of the Toodyay
Convict Depot published in 2010.
Alison’s latest book will be invaluable
for those interested in delving into the early
history of the Avon Region, the surveying of
towns, the making of roads and, significantly,
the impact on the relationships between
the Europeans and the region’s Aboriginal
people.

There is an abundance of well-documented
facts and stories that could only be hinted
at in the shire’s official history by Rica
Erickson, Old Toodyay & Newcastle (1974).
It needs a book about a specific aspect of
Toodyay’s history to flesh out these aspects
of early settlement and Alison’s dedication
has resulted in a book of great value.
I am giving a plug here for Colin Yandee
and his beautifully crafted miniature wagons
which he brought along to our last meeting.
Two of Colin’s wagons were displayed at
the Toodyay Agricultural Show with one van,
used for carting fruit and sporting Thomas
John (Jack) Donegan’s name on the side, won
first prize.
From 1903 to 1923 Jack Donegan owned
the store that stood on the corner of Stirling
Terrace and Piesse Street, now a vacant lot
next to the Freemasons Hotel.
Colin is happy to loan his miniature vans
for display at functions.
The society thanks The Toodyay Herald for
providing us with the opportunity to promote
our activities, and wishes all its readers a
happy and safe festive season.
Our next general meeting is at 7pm
Wednesday 17 January 2017 at Donegan’s
Cottage, Toodyay Showgrounds. Visitors
welcome.
For more information: secretary, Linda
Rooney at secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com;
president Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.
au, 9574 2578 or, Beth Frayne, toobide4@
iinet.net.au, 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage is open every Thursday,
1pm-3pm. Postal address: PO Box 32,
Toodyay WA 6566.
Membership is fantastic value at $10 for
the year.

2J2Air DJ Alan Axon plans to go live in March.

New 2J2Air radio to take
the community pulse

2J2Air Live Radio
Alan Axon
IN EARLY to mid 2017 Toodyay will wake
up to its own live radio station.
Twelve months ago a group of locals
formed an incorporated body and worked
consistently to meet the requirements of
gaining a broadcasting licence.
On November 4, The Australian
Communications and Media Authority
granted a licence to our station which will be
known as 2J2Air Live Radio with the catch
call “The Heartbeat of the Community”.
The station will be broadcasting from
a studio based at the community depot in
Railway Road 5km from the town centre.
The licence to broadcast will commence,
at the earliest, on 1 March 2017.
However, depending funding and grant
applications to equip the station, it may be
mid-year before we hit the airwaves.
Funding has already been granted by the
shire and Toodyay Op Shop to assist with
initial set-up costs.
The previous local broadcaster, Toodyay
Community Juke Box Radio ceased
broadcasting several months ago leaving a
gap in local and community-interest radio.
Although not a ‘live’ broadcast it did
provide local content and pre-recorded

community announcements as well as music.
2J2Air will now provide a voice for our
community with its own content and local
business promotion.
Presenters will provide a live format of
musical programs, gardening shows, local
activities, requests, talkback and even those
old radio serials will make a comeback.
Though the station already has experienced
presenters on hand to commence proceedings
we do encourage locals who may be
interested in joining our team to contact us.
Training for on-air presenters will be
conducted by experienced radio personnel.
The committee is also offering incentives
for individuals/organisations which assist
with sponsorship.
Sponsors who donate more than $2000 will
be recognised as ‘founding sponsors’ on an
honours board at the community depot and
will also be acknowledged on stationery and
publicity material.
On-air announcements reflecting ‘grateful
thanks to our founding sponsors (identified
by name)’ will continue for a year.
Donations of less than $2000 will only
receive on-air acknowledgement.
For further information: 2J2Air chairman
Alan Axon on 9574 4038, 0414 702 392 or
secretary Denise Cull on 0439 097 935.
Stay tuned.

Trainee
PART TIME

At the launch of The Road to Toodyay President Robyn Taylor (left) toasts author Alison
Cromb. Photo: Beth Frayne.

Amazing Toodyayites keep
chaplaincy strong
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
OUR FINAL raffle for the year was held over
November 25-26 resulting in $670 being
raised for our school chaplaincy.
The winners were: 1st prize, Fiona Sullivan,
Blue D 96; 2nd prize, Joy Cruickshank, Blue
D93; 3rd prize, Eva, Black D5; 4th prize,
Roslyn, Black F52.
Thank you again, folk of Toodyay, for your
ongoing support of our chaplaincy program.
We are delighted to announce that the WA
State Government has agreed to continue
with the chaplaincy services for 2017-18
and following facts are for those who like
statistics.
From Semester 1 of this year, YouthCARE
provided 350 chaplains to 600 schools.
School breakfast clubs this year have been
available in 160 schools with 125,000 meals
served.
There have been 1300 volunteers who have

run 4716 separate breakfast club programs.
Food is donated by Foodbank, local
churches, politicians and businesses.
YouthCARE is working hard to find a
replacement chaplain for our local high
school.
As our year comes to a close, we have
several thankyous to pass on.
Firstly, thank you to our Toodyay District
High School Principal Grant Brown and his
teachers and staff for their continued support
of our chaplaincy program.
To Michael and the team at The Herald
thank you for your informative and wellpresented paper.
To our Toodyay shire and the many
businesses who have come on board when
approached and supported YouthCARE,
thank you.
Last but not least, thank you to our
Toodyayites who continue to amaze us with
their support.
From the Toodyay YouthCARE Council,
have a blessed, joyful and safe Christmas.

The Toodyay Community Resource Centre Inc. is a not-for-profit organisation.
We offer a range of services to the Toodyay community including the delivery of
social and business development events, venue and equipment hire, secretarial
services, one on one tuition, public access internet.
Are you considering undertaking study?
Why not earn money and develop on-the-job skills while you study?
We are seeking a part-time reliable and friendly person for our busy centre,
commencing in January 2017 for an 18-month term.

What we offer
An excellent working environment, within a small team.
On site study day per week (paid)
A diverse range of tasks and duties
Supported learning with opportunities to gain experience in many facets
of community development, administration and customer service.

The successful applicant will
• enjoy working with people and have excellent customer
service skills
• be computer literate
• have excellent written and verbal communication skills
• be willing and able to undertake tertiary study in
Business Administration
The successful applicant must have, or be willing to acquire a National Police
Check and a Working with Children Card.

To Apply
Simply drop your resume and covering letter to our office,
111 Stirling Terrace Toodyay WA 6566
or email: toodyay@crc.net.au by 4pm Friday 13th January 2017
For enquiries or to discuss the opportunity further, please contact our office
on (08) 9574 5357
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Get ready to rock at
new music festival
Toodyay Music Festival
Tanya Stuart
SATURDAY 25 March 2017 – put that date
in your weekend entertainment diary for the
inaugural Toodyay Music Festival.
It has been a long time since Toodyay had
music in the streets.
This promises to be a vibrant, exciting day
of free music from many genres to entice all
lovers of music in every form.
From 11.45am to 9pm, our two beautiful
riverside parks – Duidgee and Stirling – will
each have a stage on which bands and artists
will perform throughout the day.
Our own St Stephens Church will be the
place to showcase choirs and instrumentals.
The festival finale will be two hours of The
Australian Beatles and Jumping Jack Flash
(Rolling Stones) tribute bands rocking the
Duidgee Park stage.
There will be a great assortment of food
stalls in Stirling Park to feed hungry fans
and other stalls selling music festival wares.
Buskers will fill our streets performing for
shoppers, visitors and cafe patrons alike.
In the evening our parks will be lit up like
never before.

The Toodyay Singers
Maree Lewis

The Australian Beatles.
A strong team of dedicated local people,
helped by Toodyay Festivals Inc, has been
working tirelessly for months to bring this
free community event to Toodyay.
We are looking for people interested in
busking and to volunteer on the day – please
contact Tanya on 0409 181 404 for details.
Music festivals have been very successful
in places such as Bridgetown, Boyup Brook
and Nannup – let’s put Toodyay on the map
with our very own festival.
We hope everyone will bring their picnic
rugs and chairs to share in a day of great
music and fun in beautiful Toodyay.

River theme keeps the classics rolling
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
WHAT A GREAT time of year this is.
Our club members sing throughout the
year for various aged-care facilities and
community groups in Toodyay, Northam and
York. We always have fun, but the Christmas
ones are particularly enjoyable.
Everyone was ready to roll with November’s
River theme, so I’ll give you a taste of our
afternoon.
It was a delight to listen to Moya’s pure
voice in River, Stay Away From My Door.
She was equally comfortable switching to
the comic Mr and Mississippi.
Joe dipped into a Gordon Lightfoot song
after giving us the Mississippi River Blues,
while I brought out the flowing Woody
Guthrie song, Roll on Columbia.
It goes without saying that I mourned
Leonard Cohen’s passing with Suzanne, still

‘Winged’ warblers in slings still
manage to cause a flap

in keeping with the rivers theme.
Spencer’s moving Where the Arkansas
River Leaves Oklahoma was just beautiful.
We were reminded that the Americans are
not the only ones with rivers, with Brian’s
nicely controlled singing of How Are Things
in Glocca Morra and Colette’s beautiful
Only Our Rivers Run Free.
Finally, it would have been a real
disappointment had nobody performed the
classic Cry Me a River, but Peter came up
trumps.
The next theme, at the February meeting,
will be an interesting challenge: Songs about
Songs.
Please note that the December meeting will
be held in Perth, instead of the CWA Hall.
There will be the usual break with no
meeting in January, then it’s back to the CWA
Hall in February.
Further Information: Joe on 0400 862 694
or Jenny 0417 910 050.

THE TOODYAY Singers have enjoyed
another fulfilling year of singing and
companionship.
Our group is so fortunate to have such an
enthusiastic musical director as Trish Young
whose expertise, patience and good humour
make our Thursday evenings so enjoyable.
This year our numbers have swelled
considerably.
The altos are a good size and we are thrilled
to have the addition of several strong and
lovely male voices.
As usual, November is a busy month.
An important occasion is the Remembrance
Day ceremony held at Anzac Park.
It was a sombre day and we were pleased to
assist the Toodyay RSL in this by performing
a couple of songs Requiem for a Soldier and
Lest We Forget.
Performances for Seniors’ Day followed
the week later where we very much enjoyed
singing a variety of songs.
A group of us went on to Northam where
we’d been invited to encourage a sing-a-long
for the seniors’ group there.
The next event is the carol singing at
Northam Hospital and Carols in the Park in
Toodyay.
Once again, we will feel that the occasions
are a success if people get into the swing and
sing and bop along with us.
This article would not be complete if our
monthly ‘Sip n’ Sing’ wasn’t mentioned.

As always the range of songs chosen for
solos is often surprising.
November’s Sip n’ Sing varied from
Australian country ballads and wistful Irish
melodies to songs from musicals.
Dave decided to be adventurous and treated
us to Green Stuff which we all thoroughly
enjoyed.
On the very same evening we were heartily
entertained by our two bandaged ‘winged’
warblers.
Yes, two of our ladies have had surgery on
an arm.
We are sure that they deliberately
positioned themselves next to each other
for our concluding song which required
everyone to link arms.
They certainly did put on a hilarious show
attempting to manage bandaged wings in
slings.
Coming up is our AGM and wind-up
evening which we are spending at Duck
Duck Goose.
On that note, the words from Sing by The
Carpenters expresses the importance that
singing is for members:
Sing, sing a song
Make it simple to last
Your whole life long…
Give a thought to joining The Toodyay
Singers as you will be warmly welcomed.
The Toodyay Singers takes a two-month
recess over January and February and will
meet again in March on Thursday evenings.
For further information, contact Margaret
on 9574 2183.

‘Winged’ warblers ham it up at last month’s Sip n’ Sing.

Artists survive 2016 trials and trails
Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger
WHAT DO YOU get when you put a group
of painters, sculptors and potters in the same
room?
You get Arts Toodyay Inc., a diverse group
of artists and art lovers who work together
to promote the arts in Toodyay.
This year has been a particularly productive
time for the group.
We began with a special contribution
to the Toodyay Tidy Towns festivities
by decorating the window at Amy’s café
lunchbar with colourful examples of our
creativity, featuring the famous bicycle from
outside the Sommerville Gallery.
In April Margot Watkins presented a
workshop on origami, the Japanese art
of paper folding and in May we held our
annual art exhibition to mark the Moondyne
Festival. Moondyne Joe dropped in to see
the exhibition but didn’t like the idea that
he would have to pay for the art works so
he left empty handed.
The second major art event was our eighth
annual VINO art exhibition at Coorinja
Winery. VINO just seems to get bigger and
better and this year the attendances and sales
were evidence of its popularity with locals
and visitors over the spring long weekend.
No sooner had we recovered from the
organisation of VINO than we were into

the second annual Art Trail. Visitors from
Toodyay, Perth and beyond armed themselves
with Art Trail maps and set about visiting 10
local artists in 9 nine locations in and around
Toodyay.
The level of interest and enthusiasm from
the visitors proves that there is a considerable
appetite for the arts in Toodyay and there will
certainly be another Art Trail next year.
Individual Arts Toodyay members have
also been making their mark in the creative
life of Toodyay. Roz Davidson introduced
her crochet group to the Arts Toodyay
clubrooms during winter.
Several days each week Roz gathered a
merry group together for a few hours of
companionship, instruction and creativity
with yarn and crochet hooks and the old
building rocked with their laughter.
Arts Toodyay member Shabbi Phelps
opened her new art gallery in Lower
Chittering during the year.
She has been exhibiting her wonderful
sculptural pottery as well as her paintings
and, of course, her beloved chook sketches.
Our treasurer Ruth Silvester held several of
her open days during the year and welcomed
visitors to her delightful country garden.
Just when we thought that 2016 had been
our best year ever, came the news that our
clubrooms, the Old Police Station, were to
be sold and that we would have to find a new
home.

Swan Christian / La Salle School Bus
Vacancies exist on the Swan Christian / La Salle School Bus for 2017
Students are currently picked up and dropped off at
• Toodyay ( Truck bay opp Catholic Church)
• Sandplain Road / Salt Valley Road
• Dryandra Road, Morangup
• Preedy Road, Gidgegannup
• Lilydale Road, Gidgegannup
• Gidgegannup Townsite
If you are interested in using the bus service next year, or you know of
someone who may be interested please contact:
Ian Harrower on 0427

999 855 or email ian.harrower@bigpond.com for more information
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Resourceful mob asks for
community ideas
Toodyay Community Resource
Centre
WHAT’S BEEN happening at your
Community Resource Centre?
It turns out that we need your support.
The centre is partly funded by Royalties
for Regions but we need the community to
support us so that we can continue to provide
the services we know Toodyay needs.

Kids’ activities at the centre.

If you aren’t sure what we do please drop
in and have a chat.
We regularly survey what the community
wants, such as children’s events, training and
social events but community participation
is crucial to enable us to continue providing
these services.
We are a very friendly, helpful bunch so
come and see what we can do for you.
We had a very lucky winner, Michael
Wood, in our October raffle to raise funds
to send our seniors on an outing.
His daughter-in-law Jemma Ebert picked
it up for him but he may find it difficult to
get it away from her.
Our 3CCCs group (Coffee, Chat &
Crochet) are making caps for our soldiers in
Afghanistan and they have produced some
beautiful little booties and caps for the King
Edward Maternity Hospital premature and
stillborn babes.
Our AGM was held on September 30
and the following new committee was
voted in: chairperson Gale Anderson; vicechairperson Sarah Birnie; secretary/treasurer
Taia Sinclair; public officer Kaye Rewell;
governance officer Peter Robinson and,
committee Maggie Parsons, Judith Walton,
Vera Smart, Colin Kendall and life member
Bel Rowe.
The AGM Raffle was won by Kaye Rewell.
For more of what’s going on at your
Toodyay CRC see the advertisements on
pages 15 and 25.

Cheeky Bus signs up to drive
Northam jobseekers
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary
WELL THE sunshine, the heat and flies
have descended, and looking at the hills in
Toodyay there is brown everywhere.
Take heed folks, keep cool and remember
fires start so quickly – thank goodness we
have the greatest fire brigades in the state.
Our Cheeky Bus has been on an adventure
for the past few weeks.
We have entered into a contract with
Max Solutions of Northam and the Shire of
Goomalling to hire the bus to take Work for
the Dole participants to do some work within
the Shire of Goomalling.
This project will go on until late April early
May.
It encourages people who are not working,
brings self-esteem and the chance to be
involved as well as providing the opportunity
to share with others who also are not
working.
It is a great initiative for not only the bus
but also the Shire of Goomalling.
The committee is pretty chuffed our
Cheeky Bus is again on the road on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday with a break at
Christmas.

There have been several bookings and with
Christmas upon us, hiring has been needed
for revellers to take the bus to different
venues to enjoy their celebrations and be
safe by not driving their own cars.
The AGM was held on October 10 and the
following people were nominated for the
committee: Jeff Roberts (president); John
Henderson (vice-president); Di Roberts
(secretary); Richard Wilkinson (treasurer);
and, committee members Lynette Hooks,
Heather Henderson, Phil Roberts, Julie
Strawbridge, Janet Wilkinson and Cr
Paula Greenway (representing the Shire of
Toodyay).
Congratulations to the new committee and
we hope that 2017 will be, as usual, lots of
fun and frolic for the members.
To all the people who have hired the bus in
2016, many thanks for your patronage and
friendship.
Special thanks to the committee, and Cr
Paula Greenway, for attending meetings
and providing constructive thoughts and
enthusiasm.
To you and your families we wish you all
a wonderful cool Christmas and New Year,
and we will see you next year.
Happy days folks.

Microchips play a big role in
returning roaming pets
Heather Appleby
BENNY, the famous railway dog, went to
the vet on Friday, November 25 and was
microchipped.
He was very brave and didn’t make any
protest when the needle and microchip were
inserted.
Shire ranger Debbie Papps attended with
Micale Petulengro of Avon Valley Rail,
Benny’s owner.
It is now a requirement of the Toodyay Shire
that all dogs and cats are both microchipped
and registered.
Debbie advised that recently a cat, which
had been missing for three years, ended up
at the shire’s facility.
Because the cat was microchipped, it was
able to be reunited with its delighted family.
Another cat which had disappeared a
year ago, turned up and again, having been
microchipped, was returned home.
For your pet’s security, a microchip is the
best form of identification – tags on collars,
and even collars can be lost, but a microchip
is permanent.
The rangers intend to make random
inspections on properties around the shire

L to R: Debbie Papps, Astrid King with
Benny and Micale Petulengro.
and will be checking microchips and
registrations on both dogs and cats.
To avoid a maximum penalty of up to
$10,000 if cats and dogs are not microchipped
and registered, Debbie recommends a visit
to your vet in the very near future.
Even if the modified penalty of $200 makes
a big dent in your budget, the cat or dog still
needs to be microchipped and registered.
Contact the shire rangers on 9574 9370 if
you need any further information.

Ruth Young and Probarians outside old winery in New Norcia.

‘Faction’ blends fiction and fact
Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath, Vice-President
WHO SAID playgrounds are just for kids?
Fun loving seniors in Spain enjoy dedicated
playgrounds with equipment suitable for
kids, adults and seniors.
Some equipment is designed to promote
healthy ageing that is great for muscles,
joints and bone strength.
The physical benefits of play help reduce
stress in adults and the playgrounds are a
wonderful way to socialise with families and
others. (From the Probus magazine, Active
Retirees.) Is this the next Duidgee Park
project?
Our trip to Wyening Mission provided a
fascinating insight into the industry of the
New Norcia monks.
Their property just outside Bolgart was
operated as a pastoral station, poultry farm
and winery for more than 90 years.
The Young family now owns the property
as part of their more extensive grain farming
operations and Ruth Young, our guide, also
gave the non-farmers of our group a very
interesting oversight into how a large farm
is run nowadays, with modern equipment,
GPS guidance and computer planning.
Our guest speaker at the November
meeting was local hills author, Linda Moore,
who writes under her maiden name of Linda
Bettenay.
Her passionate and informative talk
introduced the concept of ‘faction’ – fiction

based on true events – and she encouraged
us all to write some of our life stories.
How often do you go to a funeral and hear
someone say – they had such an interesting
life, I wish they written it down.
Linda’s three books, Wishes for Starlight,
Secrets Mothers Keep and The Apple Core
Wars contain a lot more fact than fiction and
she explained how she researched stories,
sometimes discovering unexpected global
links.
The extraordinary characters have a
definite edge on mere fictional characters
and events.
To know more, check out her webpage,
lindasbooks.com.au.
At the end of the evening, Linda thanked
our group for the warm welcome.
“Sharing the joy behind my books and my
knowlege is a fulfilling experience,” Linda
said.
Our December meeting on Tuesday 13 is
our Christmas celebration with dinner at the
Freemasons Hotel at 7pm. I’m sure it will be
as delicious as last year.
After several previous false starts due to
work commitments, our guest speaker will
be Sgt Warren Conder from the Toodyay
Police.
Anyone who would like to join us, please
contact me (Joan Bath) on 0417 171 606
before December 6 for catering purposes.
Anyone interested in joining Probus please
contact: President Peter Healy on 9574 4778
or for membership, John Smart 9574 2339.
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Seniors tuck into a fine feed in Fremantle New hoist not
needed as
grandkids lift
their Nanna

Autumn Club
Michael Cox
WE HAD a very enjoyable month first with
a train trip to Fremantle where our first stop
was the nearest cafe for a cuppa.
Then to Sweetlips in Fremantle for a good
plate of fish and chips and another cup of
coffee.
After a good feed we had a walk around the
town then made our way back to the station
for the train back to Midland.
Later in the month we were invited to the
Bindoon Seniors Club held in the Bindoon
Community Hall.
We were welcomed to the club with a
hearty morning tea followed by a few games
of carpet bowls.
We had a lovely lunch and a raffle where
everyone received a gift.
What a great day, enjoyed by all.
The Autumn Club meets every Wednesday
from 1pm for fun and carpet bowls and
afternoon tea.
If you are over 50 and would like to make
new friends, come along on Wednesday at
1pm or contact our secretary on 9574 4587.
We had to use our cars for both of last
month’s excursions – we do miss the
community bus.

Ida’s away but
play goes on
IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Val and Greg
LET’S HOPE Ida and her daughters are
enjoying themselves and that the trip
around New Zealand is pleasurable.
We will have a slow show for a couple of
weeks. Without the participation of Ida and
family, it will be a strange get-together.
Greg and Val are hoping for more bingo
players and card players, especially for the
500 game.
B o th lad ie s a n d g e n tle me n a r e
encouraged to join us. All ages are
welcome and younger members can learn
the games from the older players.
We meet at Butterly House on Saturday
afternoons from 1-4pm and everyone is
welcome, especially new members.
Come and join us for a cuppa and cake.
If you would like more information,
phone Rae Vigar on 9574 2356.
We look forward to welcoming you to
Ida’s Hideaway.

Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood

Colour co-ordinated Autumn Club members assemble at the Bindoon community Hall for
a happy snap.

Shed switches to summer
clock to beat the heat
Avon Woodturners
Max J. Heath
HI FROM the pavilion where it has been
quieter than usual.
We now believe that we have the agreement
with the shire sorted for our new premises
and look forward to receiving the keys so we
can make some progress with our fitting out.
When we get settled in there, we won’t
know ourselves.
Wednesday nights have been a bit quiet
and we look forward to gaining momentum
in the new year.
The club has now begun our summer time
start of 8am finishing at 11am.
That shed can be damned hot in the middle
of the day.

Our FIFO turner Allan Bartlett has a nice
piece going on the lathe at the moment and
it will be good to see the finished article.
The rest of us are making a few Christmas
presents or catching up on odd jobs but we
haven’t been able to finish our raffle prize
yet.
We haven’t had a secretary since Andrea
decided to take time out from the position so
yours truly has accepted the position.
We are back with a full committee with
David Doye as convenor, Ulf Maass as
treasurer and me, Max Heath, as secretary.
If you would care for some information
about us you can ring David Doye on 0403
294 181 or me on 9574 2069.
We will be having a short break over
Christmas. Our last Sunday will be on
December 18 and we start again on January
8.
Instead of a Christmas get-together it was
decided at our meeting to have a New Year
Breakfast on January 14.
That’s about all from me at the moment and
so as RoadWise says– don’t drive tired and
please have a safe and happy Christmas.

IT WAS AN exciting occasion when blue
diesel ‘Len’ earned loco shed bragging
rights as the first engine to use the new
hydraulic hoist.
The hoist has been positioned on a
rolling steel support so it cuts the necessity
of a trailer being backed to an exact section
of line.
The hoist is simply rolled into position
to coincide with line in the trailer.
Powered by electricity, it raises or lowers
to trailer height and can even rise to the
height of a truck.
Once the engine has been loaded/
unloaded, the whole unit is neatly packed
and rolled into a tidy, box housing and
locked away.
We hear much of the selfishness of
today’s youth but were recently privileged
to witness the dedication of two young
teenagers to their frail aged grandmother.
The very bowed old lady was carefully
assisted onto the platform and they gently
endeavoured to lift her into a carriage.
Staff went to their assistance and it was
some time before the old lady was settled
in.
Her enthusiastic granddaughter was
patting her arm and telling her to relax as
she would love the ride.
The train went on its way and then later
there was much activity to get the old
lady out safely as she was afraid of being
dropped.
We all heaved a sigh of relief when she
was led tottering away.
Therefore we were rather aghast when
the trio reappeared and repeated the
delicate operation of getting Granny in
and out.
Her beaming smile and the wonderful
encouragement of her devoted
grandchildren was lovely to see.
The Mini Rail is now officially closed
till Easter Saturday 2017 though it is
quite possible we will be having the usual
Australia Day run, depending on shire
plans.
With thanks to The Herald for including
our column and photos during 2016 and
best wishes to all for the festive season.
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112A Stirling Terrace
Phone 9574 2455
toodyay@ljh.com.au

LJ Hooker
Toodyay
08 9574 2455

ljhooker.com
reiwa.com
realestate.com
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