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WEARY VOLUNTEER fire fighters are 
fuming over a dramatic increase in call-outs 
to deliberately lit fires following the lifting of 
shire burning restrictions last month.
 The first three weeks of May saw volunteer 
crews run ragged with up to seven call-outs 
a day at some brigades.
 Some attended call-outs only to find that 
weekend holiday home owners had returned 
to Perth, leaving uncontrolled fires still 
ablaze on their properties.
 In other cases, volunteer fire crews 
responding to 000 emergency calls via Perth 
headquarters were unable to find any trace 
of fire or even see smoke.
 Last month’s chaos followed a dangerous 
summer that left exhausted volunteer 
brigades hoping for a welcome autumn 
respite.
 However, an extended dry spell after early 
rains created rekindled bush fire dangers that 
caught fire control authorities napping.
 “It’s disgraceful that so many people 
let so many fires get out of control,” Tim 
Walker, from the Julimar Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade, said.
 “We had 14 call-outs one week and seven 
in just one day.
 “On one of those days, the wind got up and 
fires got away everywhere.”
 Toodyay Chief Fire Control Officer 
Craig Stewart said apathy had set in after 
the disastrous 2009 Toodyay bush fire that 
destroyed 38 homes.
 “There were seven call-outs on a Friday 
when some crews never got a chance to go 
home between jobs because they were back 
on the truck to attend the next fire.
 “Most farmers got their burn-off done 
safely – only a couple went pear-shaped but 
we were able to get them under control.
 “But it’s frustrating that weekenders will 
light a big bonfire and enjoy a couple of nice 
wines and then head home to Perth with the 
fire still burning.
 “All it takes is for the wind to spring up 
and then we get a call-out to a fire burning 
out of control with nobody home.”
 “Just because shire fire restrictions have 
ended doesn’t mean that it’s safe to burn.
 “With all the glorious May weather, there 
is as much risk as before – we need another 
month of wet season before it’s safe to burn.”
 Mr Stewart’s comments were echoed 
by fire chiefs at Coondle, Beejording and 
Toodyay Central.
 Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott said State 
law set a May 1 end to restricted burning but 
allowed shires to extend restrictions if the 
conditions warranted it.
 “It seemed OK at the end of April when 
there had been some rain and everything 
was turning green but that was followed by 
a further dry spell,” Mr Scott said.
 “Not every call-out was to an out-of-
control fire – some 000 calls were for fires 
that were already being managed.
 “But some others were to deliberately-lit 
fires where property owners had gone home 
to Perth without putting the fire out.”
 The issue was raised at a shire emergency 
management committee meeting last month 
and was due to be discussed by the shire’s 
bush fire advisory committee on June 2.

Fire chaos as permits end

YOU MAY know Summer 
Roberts from her work at 
Toodyay’s IGA store.
 You may also have seen 
her out and about early in 
the morning, riding her 
racing bike on local roads 
or you may just know 
her as a familiar face in 
Toodyay.
 But did you know that 
44-year-old Summer has 
been selected to ride for 
Australia in the world 
championship bicycle time 
trials in Denmark later this 
year?
 She trains by riding up 
to 300km a week locally 
on a high-speed carbon- 
fibre bike worth $10,000 
built by partner and coach 
Jim Spanswick who buys 
parts on the internet and 
assembles them at their 
West Toodyay home.
 Summer says time trials 
are all about the rider, the 
bicycle and the distance – 
whoever covers a distance 
such as 20km fastest is the 
winner.
 The fastest she has ridden 
is 75km/h downhill on 
Folewood Road but usually 
on most mornings Summer 
averages 30-45km/h in 
training.
 She recently brought 

h o m e  s i l v e r  i n  t h e 
International Cycling 
Union (ICU) Perth time 
trials after being pipped at 
the post by last year’s State 
champion.
 The ICU has selected 
Summer to ride for Australia 
in the Amateur World Time 
Trail Championships in 
Denmark in September, 
followed by the World 
Time Trial Championships.
 Summer has been riding 
for only just over a year and 
is still an unpaid amateur.
 She currently doesn’t 
have a sponsor to help get 
her to Denmark, where 
she will not only represent 
Australia but also possibly 
put Toodyay on the world 
sporting map.

 As a result, she is seeking 
sponsorships, donations, 
funding or grants to help 
raise $5500 needed to travel 
with the Australian team 
and for accommodation 
and air fares.
 Local people can help by 
donating at the Toodyay 
and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank.
 They can also donate via 
internet banking to account 
name Summer Roberts 
BSB 633 000; account 
number 154677603, using 
the donor’s name as the  
reference.
 Summer wishes to thank 
everyone who has already 
donated to help get her 
started on this exciting 
international event.

IGA’s speedy Summer to ride in 
world cycling championship

Toodyay cycling champion Summer Roberts with her Perth time trials silver medal

Summer in training on Toodyay’s country roads
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Stirling Hamilton

ACADEMICS and scientists from fields such 
as archaeology, biology, and anthropology 
have pretty much established the origin of 
man and painted the signposts we use on our 
walks through history.
 Between about 8000 and 3500 BC, 
increasing numbers of humans shifted 
from being hunter/gatherers to a growing 
dependence on cultivated crops and 
domesticated animals for their subsistence.
 The first swish of the scythe was swung by 
the agricultural peoples of the Middle East 
allowing them to support sufficient numbers 
of writers, craftsmen, merchants and soldiers 
who in turn gave rise to the first civilizations.
 Unfortunately for some, even my 
Macquarie dictionary reckons that to civilize 
is ‘to bring out of savagery and barbarism 
into a state characteristic of civilization’.
 Because the cultivation of plants requires 
more labour than hunting and gathering, we 
can assume that Stone Age humans weren’t 
all that keen on the idea and didn’t rush down 
to the new settlements to sign up for a seven-
day week of blood, sweat and cabbages.
 Over time these changes sounded the death 
knell for our hunting ancestors who had 
been happily plugging away for hundreds of 
thousands of years keeping the human gene 
pool topped up with lots of eggs and plenty of 
healthy specimens willing to swim upriver.
 For mankind, progress can be defined as a 
collective movement forward in pursuit of a 
place or objective.
 My, my, so we’ve been progressing and 
civilizing the planet furiously for 5500 years 
since then and what have we got to show for 
it.
 Well, some folks have got houses large 
enough to host a small village and each year 
three billion of us flit around the planet on 
one of the 100,000 planes soaring through 
the skies each day.
 Modern medicine, sanitation, the rule 
of law, our access to the accumulated 
knowledge of history and instant electronic 
communication have certainly made their 
names in the service of humanity and 
the doubling of life expectancy, albeit, 
predominantly in the West.

Cooked goose
 However, nation states seem to be incapable 
of articulating and agreeing on common 
goals and destinations for mankind even 
in the face of our possible annihilation as 
a species from the environmental and geo-
political threats that we have created and 
exacerbated.
 Even the physicist Stephen Hawking, 
reputedly the smartest man alive, reckons our 
goose is cooked unless we take to the stars.
 Omar Bradley (the first US general to be 
selected Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
in 1949) said:
 “The world has achieved brilliance without 
wisdom, power without conscience.
 Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical 
infants.
 We know more about war than we know 
about peace, more about killing than we 
know about living”.
 It would be so nice if we could just stop the 
human race, have a cup of tea and a chat and 
perhaps ask the organisers about the route 
we’re taking.
 For example, take a look at Productivity 
Road where we run up that hill making 
useless stuff and then run back down and 
throw it in the bin while listening to the 
broken souls in the gutter wail about the 

productivity review they failed or watching 
the catatonic ones rock back and forth on 
their haunches, mumbling “targets not met, 
targets not met...”.
 It’s the crime of the century – who stole that 
great big luscious productivity pie from the 
smoky old wood stove in the kitchen that’s 
been smelling so good for so long?
 Back in the 1950s and ’60s our main 
concern was what we were going to do 
with all this leisure time we would soon be 
basking in.
 When we landed a couple blokes on the 
moon, it took a football field of computers 
and a stadium packed to the rafters with 
technical experts and mathematicians to get 
them boys a round trip and be back in time 
for the second half.
 Now, I’ve got more computing power than 
they had just sitting on the table smirking 
at me and texting some snide remark about 
itself supposedly being a ‘smart phone’.

Gobbled up by behemoths
 All those leaps and bounds forward that 
mankind made through technological 
innovation and economies of scale have been 
gobbled up by the behemoths of finance, 
industry and technology.
 We’ve chopped up our manufacturing 
industries and sold them to the Chinese for 
TVs and chopped down our native forests so 
the Japanese can sell us toilet paper.
 Even the Indonesians are lining up to buy 
our prime agricultural land (or at least those 
bits them frackers ain’t stuffing up yet).
 There are a lot fewer jobs being created in 
this new information-based economy than 
the old manufacturing-based one.
 Last year, Google, Apple, Amazon, and 
Facebook were worth more than $1 trillion 
combined but employed just 150,000 people 
and managed to pay bugger-all tax here 
through creative business accounting.
 Instead of us kicking back and dropping a 
few hours at work so we can learn pottery 
in the arvo, now both parents need to go out 
to work just to pay for a roof to park the 
kiddiewinks under for the night.
 I  don’t begrudge the Chinese and 
Indonesian rural poor their chance to struggle 
out of poverty and all power to their arm, but 
our big companies like to wave the flag when 
they advertise their products on telly while 
singing a different tune behind the scenes.
 Here’s a tough one – name three well-
known Australian companies that don’t 
repatriate their profits elsewhere?
 Hint: it’s not Vegemite, Arnotts or R. M. 
Williams – damn, apart from Coopers Pale 
Ale, I couldn’t think of any either.
 ‘There is nothing so useless as doing 
efficiently that which should not be done at 
all – Peter Drucker (1909-2005), leading 
US management consultant and business 
philosopher.

Ol’ Blind Joe
Chained to the wheel
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Beloved Toodyay Shire CEO mourned by many 

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm
Saturday

9am to noon

Obituary
Simon Fraser
29/08/1965-10/05/2015

SIMON FRASER had a life before coming 
to Toodyay but most of us remember him as 
the friendly leprechaun of a Chief Executive 
Officer who graced the Shire of Toodyay 
until he fell unexpectedly ill with a brain 
tumour.
 A second inoperable tumour has now sadly 
taken his life.
 Simon came to us at a time when the 
community sorely needed encouragement.
 His outgoing nature and infectious 
enthusiasm were just what the doctor 
ordered.
 In the aftermath of the devastating 2009 
bush fire and other troubles, Simon was 
a breath of fresh air with a wealth of 
knowledge, a can-do attitude and a genuine 
love of the community he watched over.
 Simon was appointed Toodyay Shire 
Council CEO without dissent, and was heard 
on more than one occasion to say that he felt 
Toodyay was ‘giving him a second chance’.
 He took that chance and ran with it, in 
turn helping to heal the many rifts in our 
community and – if we can do nothing else 
in Simon’s honour – we should continue on 
that path.
 While most of us remember him as a 
person, let us not forget the professionalism 
and skills he brought to his position until 
illness took its toll.
 He wasn’t distant or tyrannical but led 
instead by example and respect, arising from 
personal ability.
 However when former Toodyay Councillor 
Debbie Larkin returned with flowers from 
her holidays, Simon wasn’t going to miss 
out on the fun.
 He was a team builder rather than an 
autocrat and brought about a change in 
direction for the shire.
 He was not a man filled with self-
importance and took his turn in the dunking 
chair to help raise money for the school at 
his first Moondyne Festival.
 Some of us also remember him shivering in 
a firie’s jacket that was way too big for him 

at Julimar Fire Shed during a bitterly cold 
council meeting.
 He didn’t let his dignity or comfort get in 
the way of his enthusiastic service of the 
community he had whole-heartedly joined.
 Even after Simon was first struck down, he 
hoped to return to his job, keeping in contact 
and visiting when he could.
 Unfortunately his health never fully 
recovered but that didn’t stop him from 
continuing to come and see the people and 
place he cared about.

 He spent weekends with friends in Toodyay 
and was seen out and about at community 
events.
 Herald columnist Peter Robinson even 
managed to get him and everybody else lost 
in the bush on a walk to Moondyne Joe’s 
Cage and a John Forrest Cairn.
 Simon was with us a relatively short time 
but his impact was huge.
 He showed us what could be achieved with 
cooperation and good humour.
 Simon judged no one, made friends easily 

and worked hard to do his best – that was the 
measure of the man.
 To leave a place better than one found it 
is a wonderful thing to be able to claim, and 
Simon definitely left Toodyay better than he 
found it.
 It is a great pity he was unable to stay with 
us and enjoy the fruits of his labours.
 Simon passed away in Perth last month.
 Mourners at a funeral service at Pinnaroo 
Cemetery included about 30 people from 
Toodyay.

Flowers in their hair – former Toodyay Shire CEO Simon Fraser with work colleagues (from left) Cherie Delmage, Meredith Neilsen, Toby  
Prater, Michelina Sloper and Kristee Jolley (front).

Geoff Appleby

EVERYONE who shops at the Toodyay IGA 
would have noticed the addition of a new 
bench at the store’s entrance, but I wonder 
how many people have stopped to read the 
plaque attached to the seat?
 Tim and Beryl Officer, along with 38 
other families, lost their homes to Toodyay’s 
disastrous 2009 bushfire.
 They and many other families rebuilt 
and set about trying to get their lives back 
to normal but they could not have done so 
without the tremendous support provided by 
their friends and neighbours and the Toodyay 
community at large.
 For many months after the fire, people 
gave freely of their time and resources and 
donated funds to help those in need.
 When all was done and dusted, Tim 
and Beryl thought it imperative that those 
on the receiving end of this outstanding 
generosity should at least make a gesture to 
acknowledge the kindness and to show their 
gratitude.
 A committee was formed to administer 
funds contributed by those who had rebuilt 
and it was decided that a local artist who 
had lost his home and livelihood in the fire 
be commissioned to make a sculpture of a 
giant Carnaby’s Cockatoo.
 It was to be situated in the town centre and 
dedicated to the people of Toodyay.
 However the Toodyay Shire Council 
procrastinated for so long and put up so many 
road blocks that the artist moved on to other 

commissions and the project was abandoned.
 It was then decided to donate the designated 
funds to the Salvation Army.
 However, Tim was not that easily put off, 
and insisted that some of the money be spent 
for the purpose intended.
 He then set  about  designing and 
commissioning the seat, which cost $3000.
 The 2.9m aluminium bench and plaque 
to acknowledge the generosity of the 
Toodyay community was erected where 
Shire approval wasn’t required.
 The remainder of the ‘sculpture’ funds has 
gone to the Salvation Army.
 We hope that people who use the seat will 
remember the 2009 Toodyay Bush Fire and 
will accept the ‘gift’ from those who also 
remember and are forever grateful for the 
support given to them by the Toodyay and 
wider community.

Bench replaces doomed cockatoo 
sculpture to thank 2009 fire donors 

Tim and Beryl Officer with the bench donated 
by grateful 2009 fire aid recipients

Plaque inscribed as gesture of appreciation
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A dangerous situation
TOODYAY’S volunteer fire fighters 
usually play their cards pretty close to 
the chest.
 It’s a general rule that what’s said in the 
fire shed stays in the fire shed.
 But recent events have clearly pushed 
some to the brink.
 The fact that so many are now speaking 
out publicly about the fire call-out chaos 
of recent weeks is a clear signal that 
something is seriously amiss.
 Being called out seven times in one day 
– often to deliberately lit fires – is no joke, 
particularly when those responsible have 
often packed up and gone home.
 In some cases, crews spent the whole day 
and half the night travelling to and from 
needless fires and false alarms without 
time to go home and have a shower.
 Worse still, many volunteer fire fighters 
are working men and women with jobs 
and their own businesses to look after.
 The waste in time and money – not to 
mention morale – is significant.
 So what went wrong?
 April showers came, and everyone 
breathed a sigh of relief after a dangerously 
scary summer that could easily have 
turned into a nightmare.
 Then early rains stopped, the welcome 
sight of hills turning green stopped too 
and suddenly we were back in the danger 
zone.
 The May 1 end to restricted burning 
was clearly premature and everyone 
was now relying on public goodwill 
and commonsense to prevent another 
catastrophe.
 Unfortunately, not everyone is as closely 
connected to the land as those who live 
here full-time and know it well.
 Many local rural properties are owned 
by city people whose opportunities to burn 
off are limited to occasional weekends.
 They may not know how quickly local 
winds can spring up to fan left-over 
smouldering embers into an inferno.
 Whether the shire should have used its 
powers to extended fire restrictions is 
debatable and no doubt being discussed at 
a bush fire advisory meeting in Toodyay 
tonight as we go to press.
 The answer has to be better education, 
backed by soft but effective regulatory 
control.
 Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott says 
anyone who lights a fire, by law, owns that 
fire and is responsible for it regardless of 
the time of year.
 That needs to be spelled out to all 
ratepayers as clearly as possible to prevent 
a dangerous repetition of what we have 
just seen.
 Chief Fire Control Officer Craig Stewart 
says public apathy has set in since the 
disastrous 2009 bush fire destroyed 38 
homes.
 It’s up to the shire and State fire 
authorities to make sure that lesson is not 
forgotten.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name, 
address and phone number. Letters that are 
short, sharp and to the point about topical 
local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

letters

Graham Boston
Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

The way we were – Children from the former Pell Mell School near Culham with teacher Norman Fry (holding cane) who was appointed 
in 1898. The government school was originally the Lynch homestead but after a fire, the walls were whitewashed and re-roofed to serve 
as a school until it closed in 1900. The children named on the back of the photograph are (from left) back row: Vern Chitty, Jim Lahiff, 
Doug Phillips, Annie O’Dea (Mrs Lambert), A. Lynch (Mrs H. Brockhurst), Annie Lahiff (Mrs Ewan McIntosh), Alice Beard; middle row: 
Linda Kilpin, Mick Chitty, Mary Lynch (Mrs Horace Lockyer), Jack Phillips, Eddie Chitty, Eddie Beard; front row: Mary Chitty (Mrs 
Harrington), Lucy Kilpin, David Lynch, Jimmy Kilpin, Ted O’Dea, Annie Kilpin, Mary Syred (Charlie and Bill’s sister), Jack McPherson 
(Bolgart). Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Irresponsible burning off
TO THE few inconsiderate people of 
Toodyay – I am referring of course to the 
people who have been burning on their 
properties in an irresponsible way since the 
lifting of permit restrictions on May 1.
 By not taking care and not having fire- 
fighting equipment on standby, you have 
shown no consideration whatsoever for 
dozens of volunteer fire fighters and other 
community members.
 It would not surprise me to find that 
the Toodyay Shire Council responds by 
imposing a full year permit-to-burn system 
because of you.
 The res t  of  us  don’t  need to  be 
inconvenienced by your inconsiderate 
actions.

Unattended fires beggar belief
THE LAST summer has been the busiest for 
many years for our fire fighters, in some ways 
even busier than the summer of 2009-2010.
 Among many fires in the Shire of Toodyay, 
there were major fires requiring air support 
at Sandplain Road, Dreyer Road and the 
Toodyay Road at Morangup.
 In addition to attending many bush fires in 
Toodyay and surrounding shires, Toodyay 
Central and other brigades from the shire 
assisted at the very large fire at Boddington. 
Central Brigade turned out on more than 70 
occasions.
 We were looking forward to a bit of a break 
once the restricted fire season had passed but 
our hopes were dashed when burn-offs by 
many people got out of control and we had 
to respond to the 000 calls.
 In particular, multiple call-outs occurred 
on the 2nd, 3rd, 12th, 14th and 15th of May.
 On Friday the 15th we had five call-outs.
 All these responses were to deliberately lit 
fires.
 Each fire had escaped from the control of 
the person who lit the fire.
 In about half the cases, the person who 
lit the fire was not in attendance when we 
arrived.
 That so many fires escaped from the control 
of the persons lighting them is disappointing.
 That, on our arrival, so many fires were 
unattended beggars belief.
 Members of our bush fire brigades are all 
unpaid volunteers.
 In our brigade the overwhelming majority 
of fire-fighters are in work – we are not 
sitting at home waiting for a fire to relieve 
the monotony.
 We turn out to do what we can to help when 
an emergency arises.
 This is what we do to help the community.
 In return, I expect that all land-holders 
in the shire should do their bit to help 
themselves.
 In the unrestricted fire season it is not 
compulsory to light a fire.
 If the weather has been dry and you light 
a fire – watch the fire.

No thought for fire fighters
I WOULD like to thank all volunteer bush 
fire brigades for their extraordinary effort 
in responding to a big number of call-outs 
following the lifting of burning restrictions 
on May 1.
 We had to deal with an average of two call-
outs every day – a total of 22 callouts – in 
the first three weeks of the month.
 On one day we had six call outs and two 
other incidents were dealt with before they 
became a call out.
 Nearly all resulted from poor choices 
made by property owners to light a fire when 
conditions were risky and with no thought of 
the consequences.
 While you are allowed to burn on your own 
land outside of restricted times you should 
be more fire aware and be better prepared to 
control a fire.
 Before lighting any fire you should 
consider your preparedness to safely conduct 
a burn – clothing, footwear, water supply, 
notifying neighbours, firebreaks, wind 
direction and strength, location of large piles 
in relation to buildings and boundaries.
 Always remain on the property until the 
fire is out.
 You should consider the volunteers that 
will turn out in response to a burn gone 
wrong.
 Our volunteers give so much of their time 
willingly, and with complete commitment 
during the summer, so please extend some 
thought to conducting a burn in the off-
season to avoid unnecessary demands on our 
VBFB.
 Please contact a fire control officer or local 
brigade to seek advice or to inquire on being 
involved with VBFB.
 Thank you for your consideration.

Craig Stewart
Chief Bush Fire Control Officer

Shire of Toodyay

Anti-bauxite mining ute stolen
IN BROAD daylight between the hours of 
10am and 3pm on Wednesday May 20, my 
HZJ75 Landcruiser ute was stolen from my 
property on the corner of Jingaling Brook 
and Toodyay Roads, Morangup.
 The trailer was unhooked, the side window 
broken and the ignition ripped out and 
thrown in the paddock.
 It was obvious that the person or persons 
who stole my ute wanted to leave a strong 
message.
 Rather than cut the fence like they did 
some six or so weeks ago when they tried 
to steal the ‘no bauxite mining here’ trailer, 
they drove down the paddock and rammed 
through a set of double gates that were 
chained and locked.
 Given the damage to the gates, this would 
have caused considerable damage to the ute,
 The ute and trailer are pretty well-known.
in the area and were most recently seen at 
the Wundowie Iron Festival.
 It is used to carry equipment for the Avon 
and Hills Mining Awareness Group to 
different venues and would have been used 
to tow the sign to the Gidgegannup Small 
Farm Field Day last month.
 The message I would like to send out is 
this: “You can steal my trailer, you can steal 
my ute, but I will never be silent until bauxite 
mining is stopped from operating here and 
the miners leave the hills and the Avon Valley 
forever”.

Brian Dale
Morangup

 It is made worse by those who plead 
innocence when they know exactly how 
these incidents started or try to interfere with 
fire- fighters doing their job.
 The time put in by volunteer fire fighters 
has been immense and the disruption to their 
work and home lives is considerable.
 Please consider others.

Max J. Heath
Fire Control Officer

 Member Coondle Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade

 If the weather has been dry and you light 
a fire – watch the fire.
 Yes, I said that twice.
 If the weather has been dry and you light a 
fire at any time, have the equipment available 
to extinguish any fire which escapes.
 If there is anyone who doubts the difficulties 
of fire fighting, please let me know.
 We can help to explain how there is a risk of 
bush fire even in the unrestricted fire season 
and to describe the difficulties of fire fighting.

Mick McKeown
Captain, Toodyay Central Bush Fire 

Brigade
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C.J & M.O FERGUSON 
10 Tannin Place, Industrial Extracts, TOODYAY 
Ph: 9574 2987 Mobile 0438 412 324 

 
 

MACHINERY—FOR SALE 
TRACTORS 
CHAMBERLAIN 4080 
INTERNATIONAL Tractor WD9 
FORDSON TRACTOR Petrol (suit restore) 
MASSEY HARRIS 744D 
WELGER RP15 Baler Rolls 
DENNIS POWER SAWS—1 twin cylinder 
Lightburn Cement Mixer Large 
Various other vintage machines 
2 x Perkins P6 engines 
3 x Ronaldson Tippet (single cyl motor) 
Pig Farrowing Pens (2) New 
Shed Trusses 12 m long skillion roof 
 
 
GARDEN LANDSCAPING 
Cement Slabs—White Concrete Blocks 
1000x S/H Bricks 
Wrought Iron Entrance Gates—New 
Bath Tubs—2 skid mounted water tanks, 1 x 15000L 
 
GARDEN SUPPLIES 
Amazon Organic veggie mix 
Mulch, Blue metal, Gravel and Sands 
Firewood & firewood pickup 
 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
MON 8 am — 5 pm  SAT 8 am — 3 pm 

Fibre festival bonanza for local traders

Jan and Bill Manning show lamas from their Hoddy Well property

Krys Poliniak, from Toodyay, demonstrates weaving on a portable loom Syd, from the‘Sydney or the Bush’, uses hand clippers to shear a sheep in Stirling Park

LOCAL TRADERS reaped another bonanza 
when the second annual Toodyay Fibre 
Festival moved to town last month for the 
first time, attracting hundreds of visitors on 
a day of perfect sunny weather.
 Some local shops reported better sales than 
at the recent Moondyne Festival, leaving 
owners too busy to attend the festival.
 A special Sunday AvonLink rail service 
from Perth helped fill the Toodyay Memorial 
Hall for a colourful fashion show, hat 
competition and raffle draws.
 A big variety of stalls sold fibre products, 
arts and crafts alongside demonstrations of 
sewing, spinning and weaving.

 The event was split into two, with an 
Outback Heritage Show at Stirling Park that 
included sheep shearing with old-fashioned 
hand clippers and other farm animal displays.
 The Toodyay Fibre Festival was moved 
from last year’s racecourse venue into town 
to help attract more business for local traders.
 Organisers Peter and Delvine Wakefield, 
from Avalon Homestead, were luckier with 
the weather than last year’s launch, which 
saw cold, wet and windy wet conditions keep 
many people away.
 By lunchtime this year, the town was 
buzzing with visitors of all ages as local cafes 
and gift shops filled with customers.

Hat competition entrantCatwalk glamour in Toodyay Memorial Hall 

Raffle draw in packed hall

Hat competition entrantMichelle Pearson sews on ‘Sweet Sixteen’
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Turkey    
Ham   

Chicken

Order now for Xmas in July

New Line

MEAT
PACKS

The 1000g Pack

$95.90

Mini BBQ Pack

$169.90

Gourmet Pan Pack

$79.90

2 x 1 Kg Steak Mince
2 x1 Kg Thick Sausages
5 Lamb Kofta Sticks
2 x 1 Kg Meat Loaves
1 x 1 Kg Corned Brisket
1 x 1 Kg Kilo Rolled Roasts
2 only Fish Fillets

Top Grade Steaks
10 Lamb Cutlets
20 BBQ Sausages
10 Lamb Sticks
10 Chicken Schnitzels
10 Lamb Koftas

6 Pork & Garlic Schnitzel 
6 Parmesan Schnitzel
6 Blue Vein Cheese Schnitzel
12 Lamb Croquettes
6 French Cutlets

Fill the Freezer Pack

$225.90

Budget Pack

$109.90

Forequarter Beef Pack

$199.90

Hind Quarter Pack

$169.90

4 x 1 Kg Chicken Pieces
2 x 1 Kg Pork Chops
2 x 1 Kg Aged Rump Steak
4 x 1 Kg Sausages
1 x 2 Kg Rolled Roasts
1 x 2 Kg Rolled Pork
2 x 1 Kg Rissoles
2 x 1 Kg Lamb Cutlets

1.5 kg Leg Lamb
2 Kg Lamb Cutlets
2 Kg Aged Rump
2 Kg Breakfast Sausages
2 Kg Crumbed Sausages
1 Kg Tasty Rissoles

2 x 4 Porterhouse
4 x 500g Chuck Steak
2 x 500g Shin
2 x 1.5Kg Rolled Roasts
2 Kg Corned Brisket
2 x 500g Blade Steak
4 x 500g Steak Mince
4 x 500g Sausages

2 x 500g Shin 
2 x 500g Round Steak
2 x 500g Topside
1.5 Kg Corned Silverside
2 x 500g Aged Rump
1 x 500g Fillet Steak 
3 x (2) T-bones
4 x 500g Steak Mince
4 x 500g Sausages

Bulk Buys Pet’s Corner
5Kg Aged Rump $89.90              

5Kg Lamb Koftas $99.90

5Kg Pork Chops $74.90

5Kg Sausages $39.90                  

5Kg Steak Mince $49.90              

5Kg Lamb Cutlets $59.90           

5Kg Crumbed Patties $39.90

Rolled Pork  
Legs Pork and any 

other meats

Beef Mince $2.95 Kilo

Chicken Mince $2.95 Kilo
9574 2233

Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder

PLAIN-CLOTHES police have begun 
patrolling Toodyay in a covert operation to 
target thefts from cars, shops and homes.
 They are focussing on locked and unlocked 
vehicles with easily-seen property left on 
seats or trays, retail outlets and front and 
back yards with equipment such as power 
drills left on verandahs.
 Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren Conder 
said “Operation Meddler’ was in response to 
a Wheatbelt spike in reported thefts.
 “We’ll put plain-clothes police in the street 
by day, and wait and watch at night,” he said.
 ‘We’re also asking the community to work 
with us on this operation.
 “If people see something that looks or 
smells wrong, it probably is wrong.
 “They should tell us straight away so we 
can move fast.
 “We get frustrated when people post 
sightings of suspicious behaviour on 
Facebook but fail to report it to police.
 “By the time we see it on social media a 
few hours later, it’s usually too late to do 
anything.”
 Sgt Conder said local police were also 
urging Toodyay residents to be more careful 
about locking their cars when leaving them 
unattended and to avoid leaving property 
visible on seats or trays.
 “It’s hard to stop these sorts of thefts, 
but we can help to make it not so easy for 
thieves,” Sgt Conder said.
 “I often see unlocked cars in the main street 
with personal possessions left on the front 
seat.
 “I’ve also seen cars with engines left idling 
while unattended, which is just asking for it 
to be stolen.”

4WD utes stolen
POLICE believe the same people are 
responsible for a string of vehicle thefts in 
Toodyay and surrounding areas.
 Four 4WD utes, a panel van and a 
motorcycle have been stolen in recent weeks.
 The thefts include a Toyota Landcruiser, 
with a tradesman’s rack on the back, owned 
by Avon and Hills Mining Awareness Group 
President Brian Dale.
 The vehicle was parked in a prominent 

position in a sheep paddock at the corner 
of Toodyay and Jingaling Brook Roads, 
Morangup. It was and hitched to a trailer 
carrying a large anti-bauxite mining sign.
 Thieves unhitched the trailer, broke a side 
window, smashed the ignition lock and used 
the vehicle’s bull bar to break through locked 
double gates to escape.
 Other vehicles were stolen from Toodyay, 
York and Calingiri.

$20,000 cash seized
A RANDOM traffic stop by Toodyay police 
on Great Northern Highway near Bindoon 
resulted in the seizure of $20,000 in cash 
and ‘other items of interest’.
 The driver, a women aged in her 40s, was 
stopped about 11pm on Friday May 29 while 
driving towards Perth.
 She was arrested on suspicion of possession 
of unlawful property and taken to Gingin 
police station, where she was later released 
without charge pending further police 
inquiries.

Nullarbor charity ride
SGT CONDER is seeking sponsors to help 
him raise $5000 for sick children in this 
year’s ‘Wall to Wall’ police motorcycle 
charity ride from Perth to Canberra.
 The annual event commemorates police 
officers who died on duty and aims to 
promote motorcycle awareness and safety.
 This year’s 4675km ride by 45 WA police 
officers over seven days in September will 
be Sgt Conder’s third in four years.
 He hopes to beat last year’s personal total 
of $3000 raised from a previous police 
posting in Geraldton, which included a $500 
donation from Wongan Hills.
 “We pay all our own expenses to get there 
and back, so all money donated will go to 
children’s charity,” Sgt Conder said. 
 Anyone who donates more than $500 will 
receive a certificate of appreciation signed by 
WA Police Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan, 
who will also take part in the ride.
 People can use online banking to donate to 
Bright Blue Charity BSB 806 015 account 
number 01841637 with their surname as a 
reference and email warren.conder@police.
wa.gov.au to let Sgt Conder know a donation 
has been made and to organise a tax receipt.
 All donations are tax deductible.

Plain-clothes coppers launch ‘Operation Meddler’

$20,000 in suspicious cash seized from a car stopped by Toodyay police in a random check 
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John Smart

FOUR TOODYAY volunteers were among 
10 WA people who travelled to Sri Lanka to 
help restore buildings damaged by the deadly 
2004 Boxing Day tsunami.
 The homes, owned by Sri Lanka United 
Nation Friendly Society are used by overseas 
members who arrange worldwide fund-
raising for Sri Lankans in the wake of one 
of the world’s worst natural disasters.
 The deadly tsunami left 150,000 people 
dead or missing by nightfall and made 
millions more homeless in 11 different 
countries.
 John Smart, Helen Evans, Marlene 
Andrijich and Paul Harrington joined six 
others from Broome, Perth and Mandurah 
to help repair the damaged interior and the 
extension of two residences.
 This made them more homely and more 
attractive for helpers who visit Sri Lanka 
to organise events and other activities and 
to raise and distribute funds to help the 
needy, including children in orphanages and 
homeless people.
 We visited a girls’ orphanage where we 
distributed clothes, toys, blankets and other 
items.
 In return, the girls sang beautiful songs in 
their own language and an English rendition 
of ‘Home among the Gumtrees’.
 We spent a very enjoyable few hours there.
 Our trip included four days touring from 
Colombo down along the west coast, then 
back through the centre where we visited 

Local volunteers help rebuild
tsunami-ravaged Sri Lanka

Toodyay contractor Paul Harrington gets down and dirty on a Sri Lankan plumbing job

what Sri Lanka is known for worldwide – its 
tea plantations.
 They are grown on the sides of mountains 
up to 600m above sea level.
 Apart from working in extremely humid 
conditions, we came home knowing we 
achieved something worthwhile.
 Because of this, most of us will again 
volunteer to help some other worthwhile 
project.

Helen Evans tackles some monkey business

Marlene Adrijich plants a tree

Restaurant Raconteur
Ravi Broadbean

I HAVE dined at ‘la Forelle Blau’ in 
Hamburg, ‘la Boeuf  Mangeur’ in St Malo, 
‘Simpson’s on the Strand’, ‘Balaboosha’ in 
New York, and even at ‘Ulaanbaatar Hazara’ 
in Mongolia, but never have I been drawn to 
an establishment by its name alone until I 
happened across ‘The Cursed Café’.
 The Cursed Café is adjacent to the 
superstore in Charcoal Lane and opposite 
the Toodyay train station.
 I t  commands a stunning posit ion 
overlooking the soon-to-be-completed public 
car park and boasts an al fresco courtyard.
 We chose Saturday lunchtime to review this 
establishment because few Toodyay eateries 
offer dinner, which is a blessing, because this 
enables us to return to civilisation before 
dark.
 The café was designed as a ‘take-away’ and 
although there are tables inside and a long 
milk-bar type counter with stools along the 
window we chose the covered courtyard.
 We were astounded by the huge array of 
gastronomic delights such as buffalo wings 
and nut-crusted Humpty Doo Barramundi at 
this bizarrely named restaurant.
 The menu was akin to a yuppie city bistro – 
Croques Monsieur, Eggs Benedict, Brioche, 
Mascarpone, Aubergine Parmiagana and 
Bechamel.
 I took Mrs B by the arm, walked outside, 
turned around, re-entered and to my surprise 
the menu was still the same.
 For my main course I chose the Croque 
Madame which at $9.50 proved to be very 
good value while Mrs B, indecisive and 
expensive as ever, ordered a trio of sliders 
at $15.
 Desserts were the more traditional selection 
of cakes and slices, but with a difference.
 I tried the Toblerone Cheese Cake and my 
wife chose the Orange and Polenta Cake -  
not the normal fare found in the boondocks.
 My Croque Madame was superb.
 The Cursed Café rendition is more akin 
to the Monte Carlo version, but I couldn’t 
identify whether the cheese used was Vacerin 
Mont d’Or or Busciun da Cavra. I am sure 
it wasn’t the more traditional, and slightly 
passé, Emmental or Gruyère.
 The Bechamel sauce was home-made and 
more in the Italian style than French and 
complimented the unique house baked Sour 
Dough to perfection.
 The ham was succulent and plentiful.
 As an aside, the Croque Madame is named 
thus because it is essentially a Croque 
Monsieur capped by a fried egg.

 When first introduced in the French cafe 
scene in the 1920s the egg resembled a ladies 
hat of the period, hence the name.
 After commenting that the spelling of 
‘Madam’ on the menu lacked an ‘e’, Mrs B 
set about her trio of sliders.
 Usually served as an hors d’oeuvre/
appetizer, amuse-bouche or entrée, on this 
occasion the dish was certainly of sufficient 
quantity and quality to be proffered as a main 
course.
 The petite pain was home baked and 
the trio of poulet, bifteck et porc effiloche 
was succulent, flavoursome and cooked to 
perfection.
 The dish was complimented by a side of 
coleslaw.
 Service was polite and efficient and our 
desserts were presented after a respectable 
pause.
 Having never tasted Toblerone Cheesecake, 
I had expected a crunchiness which just 
wasn’t there.
 The texture resembled crème caramel but 
was cheesy and chocolaty.
 However, the Orange and Polenta Cake, 
which is home-made, proved to be a winner 
for Mrs B.
 Her only complaint was that the serving 
was too large for her waistline. 
 Before leaving we chatted to owner Lynda 
who explained the name of the café was 
chosen because the restaurant has been 
through several incarnations since it started 
a few years ago.
 Previous businesses had failed after a few 
months, as if cursed.
 Lynda also owns and operates the very 
successful Black Wattle Catering business 
and decided that if anybody could make a 
go of it, she could.
 We were impressed by her desire to 
introduce new tastes to the good burghers of 
Toodyay and admire her courage in so doing.
 She asks all customers to play a part in 
lifting the curse by patronising the café.
 With her credos of ‘Love and cook with 
wild abandon’ and ‘this kitchen is seasoned 
with love’, I am sure that she will be dishing 
up Aubergine Parmiagana for a long time to 
come.

The Cursed Cafe confronts long-standing hex

Not the normal fare to be 
found in the boondocks

A TOTAL of $550,000 in Federal Government 
grants will be spent on fixing road safety 
‘Black Spots’ at either end of Julimar Road 
in the 2015-16 financial year.
 About $335,000 will be used to upgrade 
a 3.9km stretch from near West Toodyay 
Bridge towards town.
 The work includes building and sealing 
a seven metre-wide road, pruning roadside 
vegetation and installing additional traffic 
signs and guideposts.
 The remaining $217,000 will be spent on 
realigning a dangerous curve on a 500m 
stretch of Julimar Road about 4.5km before 
it meets Chittering Road.
 The spending forms part of a $500 million 
national road safety program, of which at 
least half will be spent on fixing regional 
roads over the next two years.

 Local WA Nationals MP Shane Love said 
$20 million in federal funding would target 
77 WA Black Spot projects.
 An extra 42 projects would be added to the 
WA Government’s 2015-16 works schedule.
 “Black Spot projects target dangerous 
roads to save lives and reduce road trauma, 
ensuring our local road network is safer for 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians,” Mr Love 
said.
 “The good thing about the national Black 
Spot program is that anyone can suggest an 
intersection or section of road they believe 
should be considered for a safety upgrade.”
 Mr Love said work on WA’s new Black 
Spot projects was expected to save an 
additional five lives, prevent 256 injury 
crashes over 10 years and deliver about $80 
million in economic dividends.

More money to fix Julimar Road

Oliomio Olive and Lavender Farm
Francis & Barbara Moran

FRANCIS AND BARBARA have  
reopened their picturesque property to 
visitors.
 This is planned to be on smaller scale 
than previously and should make it a more 
intimate and enjoyable occasion.
 Groups up to 20 people and individuals 
are welcome to come to the farm and enjoy 
a ‘Lavender Devonshire Tea’.
 They may wish to conduct one of their 
meetings or get-togethers on the farm, 
while enjoying tasty lavender biscuits and 
lavender scones, topped with lavender 
apple jelly made on the farm.

 During weekdays groups can be 
accommodated to fit with their meeting 
times.
 On the weekends, including public 
holidays locals, visitors and weekenders are 
invited to come on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10am to 11.30am or 3pm to 4.30pm.
 It’s important to note that the morning 
and afternoon teas are by appointment only, 
so please book by phoning or emailing in 
advance.
 Oliomio Olive & Lavender Farm, 439 
Parkland Drive, Toodyay is 15km from the 
town centre, down Julimar Road.
 Contact details are: 9574 5786; 0407 789 
623 or oliomion@iinet.net.au.

Oliomio Farm reopens for visitors
Advertising feature

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gruy%C3%A8re_(cheese)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hors_d%27oeuvre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appetizer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amuse-bouche
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entr%C3%A9e
mailto:oliomion@iinet.net.au
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letters
Continued from Page 4

TOODYAY LPO

MAIL SORTING POSITION AVAILABLE

•  Casual part time position

•  Mail sorting role requiring 5am start

•  Need to be a “happy” early starter

•  Requires good hand/eye co-ordination

•  Ability to work quickly with accuracy

•  The nature of the job requires frequent 

   bending as you sort into PO boxes at various heights

•  Sorting (heavy lifting, constant)

•  On feet for entirety of shift

•  Good computer skills

•  Good knowledge Microsoft Excel/word an advantage

•  High degree of discretion

•  Ability to work unsupervised

Applications accepted only by email:

toodyaypost@westnet.com.au

Applications close Friday 12th June 2015

Roaming cats kill for thrill
I CONCUR with the actions taken by the 
person described in the letter ‘Trapped Pet 
Shot’ published in the paper last month. He 
humanely disposed of the feral cat.
 I have been a wildlife carer for more than 
20 years and have seen the destruction that 
both feral and pet cats have done to our 
wildlife when they are allowed to roam.
 I consider any cat that roams to be feral. 
They may not be hungry but kill just for the 
thrill.
 The diseases they carry are also a huge a 
problem.  The major one is Toxoplasmosis. 
This is a protozoan that is distributed in cat 
faeces.
 We recently had a chuditch and black- 
gloved wallaby that died. Our veterinarian 
diagnosed Toxoplasmosis. Both are 
endangered species animals.
 Under the current legislation an owner 
is required to ensure that his cat is easily 
identifiable with a collar and  name tag. The 
cat needs to be microchipped and sterilised.
 Furthermore it should be vaccinated and 
the owner be encouraged to keep the cat 
confined to their property, especially at night.
 I have had a number of cats on my property 
including one that had a body in excess of 
70cm, not including the tail.
  Unfortunately this cat is still roaming free.
 I ask all cat owners to restrain their cats on 
their property 24 hours a day. This ensures 
that their loved animals are not injured or 
killed on our roads.
 Do not destroy our wildlife and thus letters 
such as last month’s would not be necessary.

Brian Foley
Dewars Pool

Fauna at risk from cats
I WOULD LIKE to respond to a letter in last 
month’s paper, ‘Trapped Pet Shot’.
 When we moved into the Toodyay Shire 
we decided that we would not have any cats 
or dogs as the block we live on is mostly 
bush and I enjoyed being able to sit on the  
verandah with the wrens and robins hopping 
around my feet.
 I understand that the writer loved her 
Tigger very much and I too have spent many 
hours crying over lost friends.
 Like her I do not have any children, 
however like her neighbour I do not want 
other people’s pets coming onto my property 
to kill the fauna that I so enjoy.
 You can imagine my distress when I found 
my favourite Scarlet Robin half eaten by a 
cat.
 The neighbour was thoughtless letting her 
find her beloved cat dead in his garden.
 But should he have come to her and asked 
if it was her cat going into his property, I 

wonder if she would have ensured that the 
cat did not go into his garden again.
 So many people say “you can’t contain 
cats” and let them wander into others’ 
gardens where they damage the plants and 
kill the birds and lizards.
 I have been told by so many cat owners 
that their cat will not kill the fauna “as he is 
old or too well fed”.
 This is not true. It is the very nature of a 
cat to kill.  This is not to say cats are bad. 
This is how they survived to still be around 
today.
 The problem is not the cat but the cat 
owners who do not control their pets.
 If she truly loved Tigger she should have 
ensured that he was kept out of danger by 
ensuring that he did not wander onto other 
people’s properties.
 As she herself said: “You should be more 
aware of your neighbours” so, also consider 
that other people do not have the same view 
of your cat as you do.
 I am one of those people who do not want 
your pets on my property killing the fauna 
that belongs in this country.

(Name and address supplied.)

Mining built our nation
HELEN SHANKS in her letter, ‘Poised at the 
Crossroads’ in last month’s Toodyay Herald 
is unjustified in her broad condemnation of 
all mining.
 Mining, along with wool and wheat, has 
often been the backbone of the nation for 
extended periods, starting with the 1850’s 
gold discoveries around central Victoria.
 Rather than as she said “mining has no 
sustainable or generational community 
benefit, no matter where it is”, mining 
created the healthy cities of Ballarat and 
Bendigo with their magnificent CBDs as 
well as many other Victorian towns.
 Gold discoveries made Victoria in the late 
1800s, leaving a sustainable and generational 
benefit.
 The Victorian discoveries also impacted 
significantly on all of Australia.
 Australia-wide, mining cities such as 
Broken Hill (1883), Mt Isa (1927) and 
Kalgoorlie (1894) immediately come to 
mind as some examples of some mining 
communities demonstrating sustainability 
and generational community benefit as well 
as Australia-wide benefits.
 BHP was a product of the Broken Hill 
discovery and it went on to develop the first 
steel industry of the country so important 
generally and particularly during the Second 
World War.
 In coalmining, collieries at Newcastle, 
Wollongong and Cessnock are also examples 
of longevity.
 Many of these mining communities are 
more than 100 years old and, contrary to her 

claims, there has been a lot of generational 
benefit and impact.
 Some communities contain third even 
fourth generation members from the original 
settlers in the towns.
 If mining is worthless as she implies, look 
to the current Federal and WA State budgets 
and why they are in trouble.
 It’s mainly because iron ore prices and all 
mining royalties have fallen dramatically – 
it’s not grapes or lack of visitors to Margaret 
River.
 Mining and the sale of mining products, 
especially overseas, remains a major 
contributor to Australian society.
 Iron ore plus coal form the bulk of our 
exports (more than 50 per cent).
 If prices fall a lot further everyone will 
suffer, including Helen Shanks.
 Bauxite mining in Toodyay and adjacent 
shires might one day eventually do for 
Toodyay what it has done for the districts 
around Weipa (1400 employees), Huntly, 
Boddington and Willowdale, all long-term 
bauxite mining operations – and it might not.
 Condemning all Australian mining to 
bolster one’s argument against future 
Toodyay bauxite mining doesn’t stand up to 
scrutiny.
 And it’s not good politics if one is living 
in the greatest mining state of the nation.

Terry Potts
Mundaring 

We’ll miss you, Simon 
IT IS WITH great sadness that we write 
about the loss of a beautiful, happy, funny, 
loving, cheeky and above all the most 
knowledgeable person we have ever met 
with regard to local government.
 He was Simon Fraser, former Chief 
Executive Officer of the Shire of Toodyay 
and also CEO of several other shires 
throughout Western Australia.
 The Simon we were privileged to know 
was after he had succumbed to an illness that 
none of us wants or need.
 But our ‘Simes’ as we called him showed 
such fortitude and love of life and he believed 
he would beat the dreaded cancer.
 Yes, this did happen for nearly four years 
and in that time Simes spent many weekends 
up here in Toodyay in the home he called 
‘Paradise’.
 He shared many memories and stories of 

his life and enjoyed taking the opportunity to 
reflect upon his family and the wonderful life 
he shared with them. He also gave thought 
to his future.
 Simon’s greatest quest for the Shire of 
Toodyay was to recognise the not-for-profit 
organisations who he felt kept Toodyay alive.
 When visiting Simon in an Applecross 
nursing home two months ago, Jeff gave 
Simon the news that the shire’s old works 
depot would be new premises for the 
Toodyay Men’s Shed.
 Simon’s parents and sister were present and 
saw a glimmer of hope, with Simon smiling 
after many months and his words were, “we 
did it”.
 Simon was a great advocate for the 
Toodyay Men’s Shed, of which he was a 
member, and he also loved the Toodyay 
Community ‘Cheeky Bus’ which he had 
joined for several ventures and events.
 Simon talked to many people throughout 
the town and enjoyed the friendship given to 
him, regardless of his position.
 He would get up and dance with anyone 
at Toodyay’s annual International Food 
Fair and was always willing to be Father 
Christmas and to walk Stirling Terrace 
sharing love and affection with everyone.
 We always considered Simon to be like 
another son to us, but local community 
volunteer Peter Robinson once said: “He’s 
our other son.  You can stand in line.” On ya, 
Pete.
 Simon Fraser was a man of great integrity, 
a man who believed in fairness to all and was 
one of ‘life’s great, gentle giants’.
 We will miss you Simes.

Jeff and Di Roberts
Coondle

Thank you, Ambos
THANKS TO our volunteers. Thank you to 
Kim and Lou from St John Ambulance and 
everyone who helped us when Danyl broke 
his arm on Saturday May 2 at the Toodyay 
Oval.
 Thanks also to Mum/Nannie Ann Rowles 
for being our on-going support crew and also 
to Dad/Grandad, Trevor Rowles, for keeping 
our St John Ambulance membership current 
– you never know.
 We are very grateful.

Ros, Dani and Danyl.

TOODYAY’S Moondyne Festival and Picnic 
Race Day are among 54 WA country events 
to get funding in 2015-16 under the State 
Government’s Royalties for Regions scheme.
 The program will deliver $60 million over 
six years for arts and culture, food and wine, 
motoring, vintage, music, sport and science 
events in regional WA.
  Local WA Nationals MP Shane Love 
said Toodyay’s Picnic Race Day and the 
Moondyne Festival were significant events.
 Visitors could now take advantage of the 
improved AvonLink train service.
 “The State aims to turn tourism into a $12 
billion industry by 2020,” Mr Love said.
 “The latest events to receive new and 
ongoing support can draw big crowds, 
promote local traders, showcase our beautiful 
region and attract media exposure.

TOODYAY is among 450 regional Australian 
towns expected to benefit from changes to 
a Federal Government health program that 
offers extra money to encourage more 
doctors to practise in rural and remote 
communities.
 Federal Assistant Health Minister Fiona 
Nash last month announced an overhaul of 
the General Practice Rural Incentive Progam 
(GPRIP) to help smaller regional towns 
boost local GP services.
 NSW Senator Nash – who is also Nationals 
Deputy Leader in the Senate – said the 
highest incentive paid to work in remote 
Australia would rise from $47,000 a year to 
$60,000.
  The maximum incentive to work in a 
regional town of less than 5000 people – such 
as Toodyay – would rise from $18,000 to 
$23,000 a year.
 The news was welcomed by local WA 
Nationals MP, Shane Love, who said it would 

attract doctors to areas with the greatest 
shortage of medical professionals.
 “The re-classification of rural and regional 
cities channels more funding to attract and 
retain GPs in smaller towns – a much more 
sensible model than before,” Mr Love said.
 “Bigger incentive payments will go to 
doctors who choose to work in the areas of 
most need.”
 Other changes include:

• doctors being able to take leave from a 
rural practice for up to five years with no 
loss of incentive status on their return;

• four existing programs streamlined into a 
single GPRIP retention payment;

• doctors will need to stay in a rural or 
regional area longer – two years instead 
of the current six months – before they 
receive the incentive and,

• doctors in remote areas will receive 
incentive payments after a year.

 The revised program starts  on July 1.

GPs offered more incentive
to practice in Toodyay

 “This combination offers exciting 
social and economic opportunities to the 
communities that host them, as well as help 
to drive tourism as a whole.”
 Mr Love said the WA Government’s 
Royalties for Regions funding scheme was 
also driving tourism through several other 
strategies, including a new Regional Tourism 
Marketing Campaign.
 “This two-year initiative aims to drive 
economic development through growing 
regional tourism,” he said.
 “Another $27 million has been allocated 
over the next four years to expand and 
improve access to low-cost camping and 
recreation facilities.”
 Mr Love said a further $4 million would 
be spent on improving WA’s regional visitor 
centre network.

Moondyne, picnic races score royalties cash



 THE TOODYAY HERALD June 2015 Page 9

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project
The Felicitas resource consists of approximately 230 million tonnes of bauxite and is  
estimated to have a mine life of at least 25 years. It is located mostly in the Shire of 
Toodyay with some extensions in Northam and Mundaring Shires. The development of 
the Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project could add up to 15% of Western Australia’s bauxite 
production. Over its life the mine will inject approximately $3 billion in operating 
expenditure into the WA economy.  

Community Advisory Group established
A Bauxite Mining Community Advisory Group (BMCAG) has been established. The 
BMCAG will ensure a broad range of views are heard and enable the community 
representatives to contribute to the Fortuna and Felicitas projects. The BMCAG 
has been established to facilitate formal community discussions and address the 
concerns of the community. The group includes ten members from surrounding local 
communities, each with unique perspectives and interests; including residents from 
Morangup, Toodyay, Wundowie, Gidgegannup, Bakers Hill, representatives from 
the Shires of Mundaring, Northam, the Avon Valley Environmental Society, Toodyay 
Friends of the River, Toodyay Naturalists Club, Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures and 
Bauxite Resources Limited. For further information visit www.bauxitemining.com.au 

Leigh Hardingham has been appointed as the independent 
Chair to facilitate discussion and outcomes for BMCAG 
meetings. Leigh has more than 30 years of experience 
managing social and economic development projects 
across the public and private sectors. Leigh also runs the 
family farm in Corrigin and comes from a rural business 
background. You can contact the Chair by email: 
leigh@hardingham.com.au or mobile: 0427 943 879.
 

Phone: 1800 088 042/ 08 9200 6300 or Email: admin@bajv.com.au                   Web: www.bajv.com.au or Facebook: Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures

Environmental Questions - Water
The majority of water required for the 
project will be for dust suppression on haul 
roads, stockpiles and crushing/loading 
areas. The amount of water required for 
these is largely determined by weather and 
wind conditions, and vehicle movement. 
There will be no additional processing 
on site, which significantly reduces water 
demand and requirements. The water 
use and supply study to be undertaken as part of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment will provide information on water use (volume required) and 
inform decisions regarding water availability options. 

Local water supply

Whilst studies are still in progress, it is likely we will still need a combination 
of surface and ground water. Priority will be given to the collection and re-use 
of water runoff from buildings, roads and infrastructure within the Project 
Area. This will reduce the amount of water required from the surrounding 
area. While the study is still to be completed, we are committed to designing 
and operating a water supply system that will not adversely impact on the 
water supply of local residents or the quality of  nearby streams and water 
catchments. 

Water Studies - Hydrogeological and Hydrological Desktop Assessments

Consultants have been engaged for preliminary water investigations. The 
desktop studies are in progress and will provide baseline hydrological and 
hydrogeological information that will support further Project water studies. 
Future field work will include installation of monitoring bores and test wells. 
This study work will help with estimating our water requirements and where 
we will source water from. It will assist with stormwater assessment and the 
mine water management strategy.

Trial mine and rehabilitation site North Bindoon

emergency services

Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire 
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger 

IT SEEMS the quiet period was anything 
but quiet.
 Just because fire bans are lifted, due care 
and attention shouldn’t be.
 Irresponsible behaviour or simply a lack 
of attention pushed fire brigade resources to 
their limit during May.
 For example in an11-day period during May 
there were 22 call outs for fire assistance.
 Most of these were small burn-offs and 
bonfires that got out of control due to windy 
conditions, or fires that were left unattended 
by overconfident land owners.
 Common sense should tell you that fires 
and windy days don’t go together.
 In many cases more units are called out 
than necessary until the true fire condition 
is known – after all it’s better to be over 
resourced than under resourced.
 Many call outs were in the evenings or 

during the night, especially when fires were 
left unattended.
 When units are called out there is no ‘wait-
and-see’ time.
. Volunteers immediately leave their dinner 
tables, their families or their beds; suit up 
into protective clothing; head for their fire 
sheds; and have often hit the road before 
being stood down.
 On more than one occasion recently this 
has happened multiple times on the same day.
 Spare a thought for our volunteers and 
their families, and the inconvenience and 
disruption they suffer when the cause is just 
a lack of forethought.
 By the way, the Badger has a confession 
to make.
 I’m a country rookie and although I have 
done basic fire training, I was one of those 
back yard burn-offs that got out of control.
 Imagine my embarrassment when members 
of my own brigade had to attend.
 Imagine also the ribbing I have suffered in 
the days since.

 I learned some good lessons that day and 
won’t be repeating my mistakes – my sincere 
apologies to the Bejoording team.
 Fire bans are now lifted and you are free 
to burn without a permit.
 Howeever, the Bejoording Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade asks you to remember to always 
plan and prepare before lighting any fire for 
any reason.
 Also please have a clear contingency 
strategy in place should things get out of 
control.
 Even at the safest times of the year fires can 
pose a risk to people and property, whether 
it’s burning off on your acreage or a backyard 
bonfire, so take care.
 Advice is free, but getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 If you have any questions remember you 
can contact Captain Lawrence Hayward on 
9574 5106, or the Badger on 9574 4834.
 Please leave a message if we’re not there.
 Our next meeting is on Tuesday June 16 at 
6pm in the shed.

Firies pushed to the limit
as bonfires wreak havoc

Coondle Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
James Knapp

WITH THE fire season now at a close it has 
given the crews the much needed time to 
relax in the back of a fire truck.
 Lately, we have been turning out to fires 
that have gotten away or that have been mis-
reported by concerned people.
 This is a normal occurrence at this time 
of year but we have noticed that with the 
drier than normal conditions that people are 
still lighting fires when they have not been 

prepared and or weather conditions have not 
been safe.
 As I write this I am hearing the great sound 
of rain on the roof that should bring the fire 
calls down to a more suitable level for this 
time of year.
 If you have an area of bush or grass that you 
do not feel comfortable burning yourself or 
would like some assistance from your local 
fire brigade, please feel free to ask.
 All the local brigade contacts can be found 
in the Toodyay Directory or if you contact 
the shire on 9574 2258 they will be able to 
provide you with the brigade contact details 
for your area.

 Asking for help is less embarrassing than 
10 fire trucks turning up to an out-of- control 
fire on your property.
 However it has been really nice to see that 
there have been a lot of small columns of 
smoke around the shire as people clear the 
excessive fuel loads around their properties 
by raking and burning of leaves and grass.
 Clearing the excessive fuel loads will 
reduce the effect if a fire impacts your 
property in the warmer months and especially 
in summer.
 No one ever thinks it will happen to them 
until it does so it is always better to be safe 
than sorry.

 Please contact your local fire brigade if 
you would like some information or advice 
regarding how to prepare your property for 
the summer months or if you are unsure if 
we can get a fire truck up to your home to 
defend it.
 If you live in the Coondle/Nunile area 
come down to the fire station located on 
Coondle West Road on a Friday night after 
5 pm.
 I would also like to take this opportunity to 
welcome our new members to the brigade.
 We look forward to passing on our 
knowledge, helping you learn and share in 
the great times that we have as a brigade.

Get help if you don’t feel easy about burning off in dry weather

Toodyay Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

TRESPASSERS and illegal shooters are not 
welcome on rural properties.
 If shooters request to enter your property 
ask them for a reference from other farmers 
and state, firmly, that dogs, including small 
ones, are not to be brought on to the property.
 Place ‘No Trespassing’ and ‘Private 
Property’ signs on boundary fences, paddock  
access roads and the main farm entrance.
 If you need shooters, employ them from 
reputable shooters’ associations.
 If you find trespassers, take note of as much 
visual information as possible.
 Record the vehicle type, colour, registration, 
and if possible, the number of people present.
 If you meet strangers, ask them politely to 
leave and  make a note of visual information.
 Other problems may include broken fences, 
worried stock, gates tampered with or left 
open, stock theft, unfamiliar tyre marks, 
unfamiliar dogs and fuel or property theft.
 Call CRIMESTOPPERS on 1800 333 000 
or Toodyay police on 9574 9555.

Shooters not 
welcome on rural 

properties
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Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Applications now open at careers.cbh.com.au 

Positions available include:

•  Receival Point Operators  
(Plant Operators at Port Terminals)

•  Grain Samplers  
(including weighbridge duties)

CBH are looking for people to work at our grain receival points across the state for the 
harvest period commencing from early October. If you don’t have industry experience, 
training will be provided before you start.

To find out more information or to apply – visit the Careers section  
on our website today.

Applications close 31 July, 2015

CBH HARVEST CASUAL WORK 2015

www.cbh.com.au

emergency services

Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Mick McKeown

ON TUESDAY March 17, Gary Holland 
turned out in the Toodyay 12.2 tanker to a 
shed fire at Bakers Hill.
 This was to be the last fire he attended.
 Gary volunteered for the Bush Fire Brigade 
in September 2004, serving first with the 
Julimar Brigade and then, since September 
2011, with Toodyay Central Brigade.
 During his service, he attended fires not 
only in the Shire of Toodyay and adjoining 
shires but as far away as the Goldfields and 
the Nullarbor.
 For the past two years Gary was Central 
Brigade’s maintenance officer.
 This last fire season was the busiest for all 
fire-fighters.
 It was even busier for Gary who not only 
attended fires in Toodyay, Northam and 
Gidgegannup but also drove the bus on many 
trips transporting local fire-fighters from 
Northam to Boddington during the big fires 
in February.

Veteran 12.2 tanker driver will be missed

The late Gary Holland in a familiar role behind the wheel.

 Records show that Gary turned out on more 
than 60 occasions during the last fire season.
 He had a particular affection for the 12.2 
which has become an integral part of each 
call-out, providing an immediately available 
supply of water for use by all fire-fighting 
units.
 There are many who can attest to his 
protective attitude about the big water tanker.
 As a mark of respect, the 12.2 led the 
cortege at Gary’s funeral, the bull bar draped 
in black.
 Toodyay Central Bush Fire Brigade has 
recognised Gary’s efforts by naming him as 
Volunteer of the Year for 2015.
 He has done his duty, now let us do ours.
 We’re always looking for new members. 
The training that is provided will not only 
help you to help others but it will also give 
you the skills and confidence to help yourself 
when the need arises.
 If you are interested in finding out more 
about our brigade, or if you would like to 
join our brigade, please contact  Captain, 
Mick McKeown on 0439 998 808 or our 
Secretary, Wayne Clarke 6364 3609 or email 
2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au.

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Tim Walker

ANOTHER month gone and only three 
weeks to the shortest day of the year – it 
leaves one wondering where has the time 
gone.
 The month of May was certainly busy 
for our team on the trucks, the same for all 
brigades across the Toodyay Shire, which 
brings to mind the number of call outs during 
this month.
 According to my sms messages, it’s 21.

 While some were re-ignitions from farmers 
burning off stubble in readiness for cropping, 
the bulk of call outs was to attend fires that 
became out of hand from burning off on 
lifestyle properties and two fire incidents 
resulting from a load reduction fire in the 
Julimar Forest. 
 This is certainly an abnormal amount of 
call-outs following the lifting of the restricted 
burning period.
 The worst day was on Friday May 15 when   
five call-outs were received by the brigades 
by sms.
 However, that was only the tip of the 
iceberg, as fire crews were in their trucks 
pretty well all day, containing – in most cases 

– small getaway fires which in the main did 
little damage. 
 Toodyay fire authorities are concerned and 
will no doubt be meeting to discuss this issue 
which is a difficult one to deal with.
 On one hand it is imperative that fuel loads 
are reduced at this time of the year and on the 
other, the risk of some serious fire damage 
in the future. 
 There are several way to redress the issue.
 Either leave the restricted period in place 
for longer which will penalise fire-conscious 
people or begin a fire education program for 
those wishing to burn off in this period with 
limited knowledge on how to do it safely. 
 I trust the authorities will choose the latter 

as leaving the restricted period in place for 
longer will create much more smoke from 
smouldering (wet) fuel, and higher fuel loads 
going into the fire season next year. 
 It may be worth noting that the open fire 
season in Bullsbrook area started on June 1.
 In the Margaret River area, burning off is 
not allowed on weekends at certain times as 
a result of week-enders returning home to 
Perth and leaving fires unattended.
 We certainly don’t wish for either of these 
alternatives.
 The next meeting is our AGM and ordinary 
meeting Saturday June 20 – please get 
your nominations in for the various brigade 
positions. 

Volunteers spend all day in truck chasing small get-away fires

Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

SINCE OUR last edition, members of 
Toodyay CWA have had to be very stern 
with themselves.
 There were so many functions listed for 
the month it was impossible to attend them 
all and still keep a tidy house.
But we did our best.
 On Wednesday, 29th April, Gidgiegannup 
had a Hoy Day and four of us went.
 You don’t know what a Hoy Day is?
 Neither did we until we got there.
 It’s a fun way to raise funds (20c a game) 
playing a simple (we only had to have it 
explained once) card game.
 In addition, there was a door prize, raffles, 
a prize for each game winner, morning tea 

and lunch and the opportunity to purchase 
exquisite sewn, knitted and crocheted items 
made by Gidgie’s very talented crafty ladies.
 The next day about 50 people attended Kath 
Mazella’s presentation on gynaecological 
cancers in our hall.
 Kath is CEO of the Gynaecological 
Awareness Information Network and has 
personal experience of her subject.
 A light lunch was provided after the 
presentation and once again the Bendigo 
Bank stepped up in community matters and 
contributed to the cost of catering.
 Our kitchen is finished.
 The target of having it functioning for the 
Kath Mazella presentation was met and since 
then the flooring has gone down and the new 
blind is paid for and coming soon.
 We are thrilled and very grateful to all those 
who helped us achieve the wonderful result 
that it is.
 We believe our joy and gratitude will be 
echoed down the years by those who use it 
until a distant future branch meeting makes 
the decision for another upgrade.
 Then there was Moondyne the first 
weekend of May.
 Weren’t we lucky with the weather?
 Not too hot for our lads and lasses in period 
costume and fine for business as usual.
 As in past years we provided their evening 
meal for the Collectors Club and it seems 
Marlene’s bread and butter pudding only 
gets better with a second helping.
 On Sunday we provided tea and sandwiches 
and scones in the kitchen by the Antiques and 
Collectibles and our sandwiches were rated  
‘best of 2015’ by one satisfied customer.
 Thanks to a hungry and generous town 
the Cancer Council will benefit from last 
month’s Cancer Morning Tea.
 After Glenys and Ev went round town the 
previous week and took orders, 12 of us 
gathered in our bright new kitchen at 8am to 
pack the containers and then deliver them to 
workplaces in time for morning tea.
 By 9am we were washing up and sampling 
leftovers (did you get a piece of caramel slice 
in your box? What a way to start the week 
– bliss).
 On Thursday May 21 five members went 
down to Bayswater, our city sister branch.
 In addition to fun and games, they heard 

a very informative talk on the Ronald 
McDonald organisation.
 A new 47-room house is being built next 
to the new children’s hospital in Subiaco to 
service both that and King Edward.
 The present 18-room house, which is full 
every night of the year, will be kept as the 
overflow house.
 Families of sick children can stay for as 
long as they need at no cost.
 Then Bayswater member Gwen Sorenson 
described as ‘a rare and lovable lady’, was 
presented with a certificate for 70 years of 
service to CWA.
 Inspiration for us all.
 The next day seven of us attended 
Chittering-Bindoon’s 70th birthday.
 Apart from a birthday cake that looked too 
beautiful to cut, there were jam and cream 
smothered sponges for morning tea, a roast 
with all the trimmings, followed by fruit 
salad, jelly, ice-cream, cream and custard.
 Seemingly endless prizes for raffles and 
quizzes were given out  –  or was that just 
because we won some of them?
 Local Federal MP Christian Porter and 
Toodyay Shire President David Dow found 
time to come and congratulate the branch, 
and State President Sarah Kenny joined us 
for the day.
 A highlight had to be the Hullabaloo Swing 
Dancers showing us how our parents enjoyed 
themselves (and kept slim) all those years 
ago.
 Please take note our White Elephant Stall 
is now going to be held on Saturday June 27.
 If you have books, clothes, toys, pot plants, 
jams, preserves or things no longer used 
we’ll happily take them off your hands.
 Otherwise come along and take them off 
ours.
 Either way, know the small amount it will 
cost will go to a worthy cause.
 We meet 1.30pm on the fourth Thursday 
of the month and this month’s meeting will 
be our 88th birthday.
 The CWA Hall is next to the Garden Centre 
in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane 
and disabled access from Charcoal Lane 
down the side of the hall.
 Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys 
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 32.

Members get stern with themselves over tidy house 

mailto:2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au
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Protection and security of our communities from fi re risk 
has received a critical boost thanks to a 
$20 million investment into the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife’s hazard reduction 
burning program. While this will be 
concentrated in the South 
West, high risk areas in the 
south of the Moore 
electorate will 
also benefi t from 
the program.

Royalties for Regions highlights for Moore and the Mid West in the 
2015-16 State Budget

There are a billion reasons we choose 
to live in the regions. And following the 
recent State Budget, your Nationals 
WA team in the Agricultural Region 
can give you a billion more. The State 
Government will invest $4 billion of 
Royalties for Regions over the next 

four years to build economic strength 
and create opportunities for job and 
employment growth in the regions. 
So far it has delivered $6.1 billion 
to more than 3600 projects and 
continues to deliver great benefi ts 
to regional WA.

M
oore ElectorateRoyalties for Regions

STATE BUDGET:

2015-2016

Authorised by S Love, 2/29 Moreton Terrace Dongara WA 6525

2/29 Moreton Terrace 
(PO Box 216)
Dongara WA 6525

Ph: 08 9927 2333

E: mooreelectorate@mp.wa.gov.au 
www.shanelove.com.au

Level 1/8 
Parliament Place
West Perth WA 6005

Ph: 08 9324 3155  Fax: 08 9324 3166
Freecall: 1800 336 905

E: martin.aldridge@mp.wa.gov.au
www.martinaldridge.com.au

Unit 3/5 
Chapman Road
Geraldton WA 6530

Ph: 08 9921 4818  
Fax: 08 9921 4972

E: paul.brown@mp.wa.gov.au
www.paulbrownmp.com.au

Shane Love MLA 
Member for Moore

Hon Martin Aldridge MLA 
Member for Agricultural Region

Hon Paul Brown MLC 
Member for Agricultural Region

REGIONAL INVESTMENT BLUEPRINTS

$362
OVER 4 YEARS

million

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
PROJECT 

$

$40
million
TO 2018-19

FUEL CARD

$565
PER YEAR

COUNTRY AGE PENSIONSOCIAL HOUSING 
INVESTMENT PACKAGE

$85.2
million
FROM 2016-17

EXPANDED PRESCRIBED BURNING PROGRAM

$20 OVER 4 YEARS
million

SOUTHERN INLAND 
HEALTH INITIATIVE

$413
million

OVER 4 YEARS

MID WEST INVESTMENT PLAN

GROWING OUR SOUTH

$521million OVER 4 YEARS

This state-wide initiative will morph from planning 
to implementation as each Regional Development 
Commission blueprint draft is fi nalised following periods 
of public feedback. The Mid West and Wheatbelt 
have both identifi ed priority areas for growth and 
development and can work to implement 
strategic projects as part of their respective 
growth frameworks.

As part of a greater $560 million 
package, Royalties for Regions will 
provide signifi cant investment to 
help provide affordable housing for 
some of the region’s most vulnerable 
people over two years. The package 
will halve the number of seniors and 
families with children on the priority 
waitlist for social housing.

Following the immensely successful 
RMCP initiative that increased 
mobile coverage by 31 per cent 
across regional WA, another 85 
mobile towers will be installed over 
the next four years. Priority locations 
for 22 tower sites are locked in for 
2015-16. Of those three will occur in 
Moore electorate including sites at 
Arrino in the Shire of Three Springs, 
and Bolgart and Yerecoin, both in 
the Shire of Victoria Plains.

Additional support is vital to helping 
ease service delivery pressures in 
regional communities. A multitude 
of initiatives including the Country 
Age Pension Fuel Card have been 
introduced to make life in the regions 
easier. The fuel card will be indexed 
to $565 per year for eligible card 
holders from July 1, 2015. The total 
Royalties for Regions investment in 
community 
services over 
four years is 
almost $750 
million across 
regional WA.

$

REGIONAL TOURISM MARKETING 
CAMPAIGN

$11
million
OVER 2 YEARS

Commencing in 2015-16, this 
campaign has an objective to drive 
economic development through 
regional tourism. It is expected to 
create 1400 jobs and attract an 
additional $209 million in additional 
tourism spend through promoting WA.

This $565 million initiative is bringing 
about radical improvements in health 
infrastructure and services in a 
catchment focusing on the WA 
Country Health Service southern 
inland area. In 2015-16 it will increase 
attention to regional medical 
workforces and hospital investment, 
telehealth, residential aged and 
dementia care and renal dialysis.

Almost $80 million of this $220 million program 
has already been invested in 26 exciting Mid 
West projects that are providing substantial 
economic stimulus to the region. This 
revitalisation fund is improving transport, sport 
and recreation, aged care, education, town 
centres, housing and many more aspects to 
make the Mid West an even better place to live.

REGIONAL GRANTS SCHEME  & 
COMMUNITY CHEST FUND
A total of $47.4 million has been allocated to these 
community-building programs. Regional Grants Scheme 
opens funding opportunities of up to $300,000 for 
medium-sized projects, while the Community Chest 
Fund is a year-to-year rolling program that offers grants 
of up to $20,000. Each funding channel is steered by 
Regional Development Commissions. OVER 4 YEARS

$47.4 million

Royalties for Regions highlights for Moore and the Mid West in the 

four years to build economic strength 
and create opportunities for job and 
employment growth in the regions. 
So far it has delivered $6.1 billion 
to more than 3600 projects and 
continues to deliver great benefi ts 

Royalties for Regions highlights for Moore and the Mid West in the 
2015-16 State Budget

There are a billion reasons we choose 

$141.3
million

OVER 4 YEARS

This massive revitalisation program takes in the Shires of 
Moora, Dandaragan, Gingin, Chittering, Victoria Plains, 
Dalwallinu and Toodyay within the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission catchment area. Beginning last year, the 
southern investment initiative introduced a regional 
revitalisation program to the Wheatbelt, Great Southern, 
South West and Peel, complementing similar programs 
rolling out in the rest of WA’s regions.
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Holka Polka!
Toodyay Theatre Group Inc. proudly present

A fairytale mystery

Auditions
Tuesday 16 June 2015

Toodyay Memorial Hall
Reading from 6.00pm
Auditions from 6.30pm

From experienced performers right through to children starting out, we welcome 
everyone to audition - all spots are up for grabs!

We also require a producer, prompt, sound, lighting, stage manager, back stage 
helpers, set builders and crazy costume makers!! You don’t need to be on stage 

to have a go and we welcome new faces to our group.

Call Tanya 0409 181 404
Scripts are available for reading now!

Continued next page 

Bat in the Belfry

FLY ON THE WALL will be back in July, 
and I have been asked to keep his seat warm 
this month.
 In a former life I spent some time in 
Toodyay’s Old Court House in Fiennes 
Street and it is always interesting to visit old 
stomping grounds.
 Attending last month’s Toodyay Shire 
Council meeting has given me a new 
perspective into the machinations of our local 
councillors and shire staff as they apparently 
strive to keep each other honest.
 I had not attended a council meeting in 
Toodyay for nearly 30 years and the only 
tangible things that have changed during the 
interceding years is that we now have a Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) instead of a shire 
clerk, microphones in the council chamber 
so that we may better hear proceedings 
and agendum to rival Mrs Beaton’s vast 
Victorian-era tome, Household Management.
 The jury is still out on the benefit or 
otherwise of any of these innovations.
 In 1985, shire administration staff – 
including the ranger – totalled seven plus 
seven other shire employees, including the 
rubbish truck driver.
 I don’t have an accurate count of today’s 
staff and subcontractors, and I won’t 
speculate.
 However, despite acknowledging that the 
shire’s population has expanded four-fold 
in the past 30 years, I do get the impression 
that the council has an extremely large 
and seemingly ever-expanding workforce, 
disproportionate to the relatively slow 
population growth.
 The agenda for most council meetings 
in the mid-1980s was about 34 pages 
and in those days discussion took place 
over a councillors’ monthly lunch at the 
Freemasons Hotel.
 Subsequent formal council meetings back 
at the Old Court House would occasionally 
extend to as late as 4pm.
 The May 2015 agenda ran to some 184 
pages, with about three quarters devoted to 
facts and figures, plus an addendum with 143 
pages, including colour photographs.
 If we assume conservatively that 30 copies 
were printed, that equates to about 10 reams 

Mammoth agenda reveals even bill for loo paper 

of paper, not including a myriad of loose 
sheets distributed around the chamber.
 Better still, February’s 2015 agenda was a 
mammoth 580 pages or over half a ream for 
each volume – whoops, there goes another 
forest.
 However, one thing is for sure, we now 
have an extremely transparent administration 
in which not even the bill for the loo paper 
is hidden.
 This month’s addendum to the agenda was 
a catalogue of building assets owned by the 
shire.
 The document is worthwhile in as much as 
it illustrates and describes each building.
 It also lists the history and replacement 
value for each asset, the total of which is 
some $35 million.
 Only a few of our buildings are ascribed 
a market value and that is because we own 
various tourist attractions, a golf course, a 
race track and a few run-down buildings for 
which the market value is either irrelevant 
of negligible.
 Who wants to buy a racecourse or a derelict 
lean-to in the centre of town?
 Could it be that the objective in preparing 
this latest document is to surreptitiously 
ascertain what might be sold to enhance the 
bottom line of the shire budget?
 Federal and State Governments are doing 
it, so why not extend down to the next tier?
 This would enable the shire to spend the 
money on building a new $5 million council 
office and chamber.
 From The Bat’s viewpoint, there was little 
of interest going on at the meeting – the usual 
applications for variance of set- backs, etc. 
– but this one topic did grab my attention.
 CEO Stan Scott recommended that the 
council acknowledge that the current shire 

facility in the Old Court House is not suitable 
for long-term use as an administration office 
and that it be relocated to a more appropriate 
location/facility (my paraphrasing).
 Presumably, the next step after council 
acknowledging the problem would be to fix 
it by spending an estimated $5 million on 
building a new office and council chamber.
 There is no doubt that with the empire-
building of the past few years – which is not 
necessarily totally ascribed to the current 
administration – ever-increasing staff levels 
are difficult to accommodate.
 However, there must be alternatives to 
spending $5 million that we haven’t got.
 We live in an electronic age and many 
organisations solve this sort of problem by 
having clerical staff work from home or 
maybe, in the shire’s case, from the new 
facility west of the town which houses the 
rangers and works departments.
 If the current situation is inadequate, it 
would be a cheaper option to extend rather 

than relocate the shire offices, which currently 
occupy an iconic, heritage-listed building 
that must be preserved and maintained no 
matter what.
 A bouquet goes to West Ward Councillor 
Sally Craddock who very lucidly led 
the charge in reject ing the CEO’s 
recommendation.
 She suggested the council should sort out 
funding for the proposed new recreational 
centre before considering relocating the shire 
council offices.
 However, I fear that this is only a temporary 
setback for the empire builders.
 Shire President David Dow adjourned the 
meeting at 6pm for a meal break but the 
good councillors did not traipse over to the 
Freemasons – I know because I was there, 
downing a quick Scotch to reward myself 
for sitting through two hours of tedium.
 I then threw in the towel and didn’t return 
for the second round back at the council 
chamber.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE SHIRE of Toodyay and two former 
civic leaders it is suing attended a ‘status 
conference’ at the WA Supreme Court in 
Perth last month as part of a shire bid to 
recover tens of thousands of dollars in 
allegedly misappropriated ratepayer funds.
 The conference was attended by Shire CEO 
Stan Scott, former CEO Graham Merrick, 
former shire president Charlie Wroth and 
lawyers.
 Mr Merrick and Mr Wroth were served 
with copies of a shire writ earlier this year 
and have since received a detailed statement 
of claim.
 It is understood lawyers are writing to each 
other to determine the next step.
 The shire alleges Mr Merrick – who 
was CEO for six years until March 2010 – 
breached his contract of employment and 
fiduciary duties, and was ‘unjustly enriched 

by reason of his conduct’ while employed by 
the shire.
 A shire writ lodged with the WA Supreme 
Court more than a year ago claims restitution, 
compensation and damages.
 Mr Wroth – a Julimar farmer and prominent 
emergency services volunteer who helped 
lead community response to Toodyay’s 
disastrous 2009 bushfire – served as an 
elected shire councillor between 2003 and 
2011.
 He was shire president 2005-09.
 The shire alleges Mr Wroth breached his 
fiduciary duties owed to the shire during his 
period of elected office
 Shire President David Dow said last year 
that Toodyay ratepayers may never know 
the outcome of the legal action if the claim 
is settled out of court.
 It is understood the shire has already spent 
several thousand dollars in legal fees to 
pursue its claim.

WA Supreme Court convenes
shire writ meeting 

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry
Barb Dadd

SO MUCH is happening.
Meerkats and the town of Toodyay
 At the Chamber’s monthly meeting held at 
the Freemasons on May 11, a motion was put 
and unanimously agreed to that the Toodyay 
Chamber would instigate discussions  
with the shire and other interested parties 
regarding the exciting proposal recently 
submitted by Meerkats.
 The proposal to engage with the town of 
Toodyay to help it find a recognisable place 
on the global tourist map was a timely follow 
up to the successful Sundowner presentation 
in last month’s Herald edition.
 As this will be an ongoing project and 
will only succeed with the support and 
encouragement of the entire town, the 
Chamber will undertake to report  each step 
of the way.
Chamber of Commerce Community 
survey
 The last time any significant information 
about just who we are here in Toodyay was 
gathered back in 2011.
 This was done through the national Census.
 But even then it was limited in what sort 
of actual picture was painted and it certainly 
didn’t ask for your opinion on issues that 
might affect, or improve, the town where 
you’ve chosen to live.
 The Chamber will ask you - let’s be 
different.
 Let’s work together to make Toodyay a 
town of distinction and a place where people 
yearn to live, do business and like to visit.
 Your contribution to this aim, via a survey, 
will go a very long way to making this 
happen.
 We think the survey may be carried out in 
three separate parts and may even appear as 
a wraparound of an edition of The Toodyay 
Herald.

 It’s proposed the general community 
survey will be distributed to residents first 
and those results will then be made available 
as an attachment to the business survey.
 Finally, it’s proposed the tourist survey will 
be distributed through all tourist- oriented 
local businesses and the Visitors Centre.
 We thank you in anticipation for getting 
involved with the collection of up-to-date 
data and opinions. We are confident the 
collected and collated information will be a 
tremendous new tool into which all planning 
organisations, existing businesses, tourist 
organisations and other parties interested in 
the future of our town can connect. 
 All information will be kept confidential 
and it will be the data and summaries that 
are made available, not personal information.
 Should you also have some survey 
experience and would like to lend a hand, 
we would certainly welcome the input.
Annual Christmas Street Party
 Although it seems so far away at the 
moment, the Chamber of Commerce Street 
Party Committee has begun preparation for 
another evening full of fun, food and the 
spirit of well-being to be enjoyed by all 
comers.
 For those wishing to run a street-party stall, 
to volunteer their help or to suggest new 
ideas, (e.g. pop-up shops, new activities for 
kids and the like) we would love to receive 
your expressions of interest and invite you 
to make contact with vice president Mark 
Dimmitt on 0427 013 027, or email the 
secretary at 2jchamber@gmail.com.au.
Leadership and committee positions
 At the October AGM we will sadly say 
farewell to our Chairman, Charles Chitty, 
Treasurer, Hazel Ryding, and Secretary, 
Chantelle O’Sullivan.
 Charles and Chantelle have done an 
inspirational job in energising the newly 
formed Toodyay Chamber of Commerce, 
and the existing committee will greatly miss 
their amazing input.

Meerkats plan seeks to put 
Toodyay on global map

mailto:2jchamber@gmail.com.au
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Continued from previous page

WE SPECIALISE IN:
•	 Sewer	and	storm	water	drainage
•	 Sand	&	gravel	supply
•	 Mains	water,	gas	and	power
•	 Trench	excavation
•		Rock	pitching
•		Rock	breaking
•	 Filling	and	levelling
•	 House	pads
•	 Septic	tank	&	leach	drain	Installation
&	 ALL	SITE	WORK	NEEDS

CIVIL

PLEASE CONTACT:
JACK	WOOD
Phone:	0400	263	864															
Email:	jack.wood@hotmail.com

HOWEVER, this does mean these three 
important positions will need to be filled, 
plus at least one extra committee position.
 Expressions of interest are now being 
sought by people who have a passionate 
interest in the future growh and health of our 
town.
 Please register your intent with Charles 
Chitty on 0427 980 335.

 The appointment term is from October 
2015 to October 2016.
 Remember you are always welcome to join 
us for a Chamber’s monthly meeting on the 
wwsecond Monday of the month at 7.15pm 
at the Freemasons Hotel, Stirling Terrace 
Toodyay or visit us at www.toodyaychamber.
org.au.
 At 6.30pm on Monday June 8 we will have 
a special presentation from the Avon Valley 
Tourism group and all are very welcome.

Meerkats global plan for Toodyay

Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood

THE TOODYAY Miniature Railway began 
the new season with the busiest ever Easter 
Weekend.
 The weather was beautiful and we carried 
a record 600 passengers over the holiday.
 Moondyne was another busy day with 400 
happy riders.
 Our signal men are becoming very 
proficient with lights going green when 
they should, not red when they shouldn’t.
 We had one embarrassed driver who left 
half his passengers behind on the loop.

 The passengers thought it quite a lark and 
reported they enjoyed listening to the various 
bird calls while they waited to be rescued.
 The offending coupling has since been 
dealt with.
 Unfortunately one of our May runs was 
held in atrocious conditions.
 However, there were hardy families who 
opted to ride under umbrellas rather than 
miss out.
 Even the driver resorted to an umbrella.
 The the much-needed rain has greened up 
the park.
 All we need now is some water in the river 
for the Avon Descent in August.

The US-designed Laverton locomotive is the Toodyay Miniature Railway’s largest steam 
engine and is 3.5m long.

Eric is the latest addition to the diesel fleet and is powered by a 5.5HP Honda motor

The Eastwood caboose comes from Castledare Miniature Railway and was formerly owned 
by Perth hobby shop owner Jack Stanbridge. It is now owned by Toodyay Miniature Railway 
member Micaile Petulengro who is restoring and repainting the wagon. It is dedicated to 
Gail Parker, who passed away last year.

1000 passengers aboard for 
busy Moondyne and Easter 

Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary

DO YOU need the Cheeky Bus?
 Perhaps it is time to reflect on one ‘grand 
master’, Simon Fraser, former CEO of the 
Shire of Toodyay.
 Many did not know him, but Simon 
was a great advocate for all not-for-profit 
organisations.
 Throughout his illness over the past years 
he kept up-to-date with what was going on 
and tried so hard to achieve all his goals.
 Our Simon passed away with much dignity, 
love and affection.
 We at the Toodyay Community Bus along 
with the Shire and many others who attended 
his funeral send special wishes to his family 
for sharing such a special person with us.
 So therefore with these thoughts we will 
continue with other thoughts.
 This column is called the ‘Agony Aunt 
Cheeky Bus’.
 Why, you ask?
 Well it appears that on several occasions 
recently, the bus has been hired and the hirers 
have pulled out on the day of hiring.
 This is not a good thing as the committee 
and the Visitors Centre need to know at least 
a day before that you are cancelling.
 This allows others the chance to hire the 
bus on that day without any confusion.
 Another thing to be considered is whether 

you as a community want a bus? If so, we 
need your participation.
 The committee of volunteers is comprised 
of the most wonderful people who believe 
that they can share and care for people of all 
walks of life and be involved in any event or 
project that can bring more people to enjoy 
Toodyay.
  The Cheeky Bus is not only for the seniors 
of the town but also for school excursions. 
Both teachers and carers know the bus is safe 
for all to travel on.
 What about weddings?
 We have proudly assisted with several 
weddings in the past three years.
 The bus can be adorned with flowers, satin 
bows, champagne, chocolates and of course 
the eyelashes on the lights.
 If you have any new and exciting events 
that everyone can enjoy, think about using 
our Cheeky Bus.
 We could pick up tourists from Toodyay 
Station and show them our town, but we 
need you, our community, to be involved.
 We need folks to come aboard and help 
with ideas and thoughts of how we can 
promote Toodyay.
 Lastly, like any not-for-profit organisation, 
we need the Shire, business and others to 
help us to survive.
 So put your thinking caps on, bring new 
ideas to us and we will continue to share 
with you all.

Too many late cancellations 
pose problems for

 Cheeky Bus Agony Aunt 
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Toodyay Spinners 
Ange Sturman

WE HAD our Spin-in on May 23 and we all 
enjoyed the time together very much.
 People came from places like Gidgegannup, 
Perth, Bakers Hill, Mundaring and Albany.
  Stalls, quizzes and raffles kept us all 
entertained and we chatted, spun and 
renewed bonds with friends from near and 
far.
 Spinning is one of those ancient crafts 
which might have disappeared with modern 
factory-made textiles if it weren’t for the 
many dedicated people around the world 
who have kept the skill alive.

 In New Guinea women used to get fibre 
from grasses which they rubbed on their 
thighs twisting the fibres and creating fibre 
strings.
 This is basically the same action as 
spinning, although these women do not use 
wheels.
 They use the string they create to make 
string bags and grass skirts.
 Some nomadic people developed drop 
spindles (basically a long stick with a 
crosspiece or disc which you twirl around 
like a top twisting the attached fibre into 
yarn), on which they spun natural yarns often 
while walking along.
 Spinning wheels of a variety of styles were 
invented in many societies, but the process 

is the same – spin a wheel connected in 
some way to a spindle which turns around 
thus twisting the fibre and winding it onto a 
bobbin.
 When you have several bobbins of single 
strand yarn you feed them together onto 
another bobbin, spin the wheel in the 
opposite direction and force the strands 
together into two or more ply yarn.
 The word “ply” in terms of yarn is used to 
indicate how many strands are plied (joined) 
together and indicates thickness of yarn.
 The act of spinning is very relaxing and 
meditative.
 It is also very rewarding to create your own 
yarn and knit or crochet a variety of garments 
from it.

 Our AGM will be held on August 19 in 
Parkers’ Cottage at 10am.
 Our Spinning Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9am to noon, and every 
third Saturday of the month (also from 
9am to noon) at Parker’s Cottage in the 
Showgrounds.
 The Felting group now meets on the second 
Monday of each month from noon to 3pm, 
also at Parker’s Cottage.
 Felting group contact: Jenny Cornwall 
9574 5978.
 For further information please contact 
Ange Sturman, Secretary on 9574 2507 or 
Gretta Sauta, President on 9574 2868.
 New members are most welcome – no 
experience necessary.

Ancient craft plied with yarns and bobbins
Busy wheels spin down the centre of Toodyay Memorial Hall

An Ashford spinning wheel

Raw wool for sale

An industrious scene at last month’s Toodyay Spin-In Click go the needles

Spinning yarn from a raw fleece An unprocessed Corriedale fleece
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Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

WHILE this correspondent was in Europe 
admiring galleries full of paintings by 
Rembrandt and van Gogh, Toodyay was 
having its own arts festival in the form of the 
annual Moondyne Art Exhibition.
 A tremendous collection of excellent works 
by local artists was on display in the CWA 
Hall and the response from the visiting public 
was enthusiastic and tangible.
 Eight works were sold on the day which is 
something of a record for this event.
 Thanks go to the hard-working organising 
committee and Arts Toodyay members and 
their partners who helped to put it all together 
and attended the exhibition to welcome the 
many visitors.
 Many thanks go to the CWA – especially 
Glenys – for hosting us in the hall once again. 
 In May we welcomed a number of new 
members and hope that they will enjoy a long 
and mutually beneficial association with us.
 The next big undertaking is an Arts Trail on  
the Avon Descent weekend on August 1-2.
 Thirteen members will open their studios 
to visitors and offer work for sale.
 A map will help guide visitors around the 
studios, including several that are a short 
drive from the central town area.
 Maps will be available from the Visitors’ 
Centre, Library and several Bed and 
Breakfast venues before the event.
 It is hoped that visitors will enjoy a trip 
along the Arts Trail once the Avon Descent 
boats have passed Toodyay and lunch at 
the International Food Festival has been 
enjoyed.
 The studios will be open from 10am to 4pm 
on Saturday August 1 and Sunday August 2.
 This is a new venture for Arts Toodyay 
and for the town and we hope that, like the 
Moondyne Art Exhibition and VINO, it will 
become a regular feature of our arts calendar. Arts Toodyay member Despina Weston puts the finishing touches to a painting in preparation for the Arts Trail weekend.

From Rembrandt to Toodyay Arts Trail

Toodyay RSL Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie

APRIL WAS a busy, emotional and 
rewarding month for the Returned and 
Services League of Australia Toodyay sub 
branch.
 The celebrations of 100 years since the 
Anzac soldiers landed at Gallipoli on Anzac 
Day 2015 was the highlight.
 Early in May and as a combined group we 
attended the funeral ceremony for our Past 
President Gary Holland.
 The service, held in Northam, was attended 
by a very large gathering of family and 
friends.
 Members and partners of Toodyay RSL, 
many volunteer and professional fire fighters 
from Julimar and Central Brigades and 
DFES in Northam and others also attended 
the funeral.

Gary Holland farewelled in busy and emotional month
 A significant guard of honour formed each 
side of the entrance to the funeral parlour 
with many wearing their service medals and 
uniforms of their group.
 This service was a great recognition of the 
tireless contributions Gary made to Toodyay.
So long mate and thank you.
 We then held our annual firewood raffle 
outside IGA. We are very grateful for the 
wonderfully generous community support 
and also thank Charlie and Marion Ferguson 
for the wonderful donation of two trailer 
loads of firewood.
 Funds raised go towards the Sandakan 
scholarship fund providing support to a local 
student and accompanying adult to visit 
Borneo.
 Both loads of firewood were won by very-
deserving locals.
The Western Australian offices of RSL 
are supporting a project by the Australian 

Institute of Professional Photography to 
photograph WWII service men and women 
for the national archives.
 Entitled ‘Reflections: Honouring our World 
War II Veterans’ this project will provide a 
compelling record of WW II veterans alive 
today.

 Please contact Rebekah Wilson on 0419 
957060 or www.aippveterans.com/veterans
 The RSL will next meet at the Toodyay 
Club at 2pm on July 4. All members and 
visitors are welcome to attend.
 We wish our unwell members a speedy 
recovery. and are thinking of you at this time.

Ida’s Hideaway

FOR EASTER and Mother’s Day some of 
our members discovered a suitable gift for 
any mother.
 It was a lovely wooden tea tray.
 In the base of the tray four photographs 
could be inserted so as we drink our 
afternoon cuppa and enjoy a biscuit,  family 
and friends ‘smile up’ at us.
 Most of us are aware that Ray and Ida have 
gone on a cruise.
 Unfortunately they are not enjoying their 
holiday.
 Ray had an accident and they were unable 
to go so instead of enjoying a lazy holiday 
Ray has spent time in hospital. We all wish 
him a speedy recovery.
 The other Saturday we had an uninvited 
guest.
 During a Bingo game we became aware of 
a “click-click, click-click” sound.
 Syd stopped calling numbers and we all 
wondered where and what the noise was.
 “It’s a mouse,” was the surprised 
exclamation and I must congratulate our 
ladies as none of them screamed or leapt 
onto their chairs.
 There in a corner was a mouse with one of 
our bingo counters in its teeth trying to move 
it.
 The counter was a bright yellow so 
presumably the mouse thought it was a 

piece of tasty cheese it could nibble on for 
afternoon tea.
 Hearing our laughter it scurried back to its 
hole leaving the ‘cheese’ behind. 
 Order was restored and we continued our 
game.
 “Eyes down the next number is...” but I 
must admit I sat with my feet off the floor 
for the rest of the afternoon.
 There is always something happening at 
Ida’s Hideaway.
 Did you know that in ancient times 
strangers shook hands to show that they were 
unarmed.
 If you would like to join us on Saturday 
afternoons ring Ida on 9574 2858.

Bingo mouse brings down the house

       
    

 

    

Tuesday 11am 

accessing these resources. 
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For your rural, business 
and individual taxation and 

financial solutions

210 Fitzgerald St, Northam

Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577

Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President

T H E  L AT E S T  e d i t i o n  o f  o u r 
n e w s l e t t e r  D u i d g e e a n a  f e a t u r e d 
articles relating to Anzac Day, which 
we hope members found interesting.
 One article was about the origins of the 
use of the Egyptian obelisk for the design 
of war memorials, such as the one we have 
in Toodyay, and the other gave a history 
of Memorial Park where our memorial is 
located.
 Previously the park was known as Town 
Park or Newcastle Park.
 This area in Fiennes Street, opposite the 
former Newcastle Court House, had been 
the site of the old post office.
 The building became redundant after the 
new Post and Telegraph Office was opened 
in New Road (Stirling Terrace) in 1896.
 Eventually the area became earmarked for 
a public park, which was of much interest 
to the Newcastle Tennis Club that had been 
operating from at least June 1895.
 The club courts were down near the river 
and had been subject to flooding.
 For years nothing much happened on the 
site, apart from the area being ‘rented as cow 
feed’.
 Following the Great War it was decided to 
build a war memorial in the park to honour 
the soldiers from Toodyay who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.
 By the end of 1921 the town had a fine 
Memorial Garden featuring a commemorative 
obelisk, and two splendid tennis courts.

Moondyne Festival
 This year all our members who participated 
on the day heeded former president Peter’s 
urging and dressed up for the occasion.
 I found it a nice change from my usual 
jeans and t-shirt, so next year I will get into 
the spirit again and dress up – maybe not as 
a floozy, however much tempted.
 This year’s festival certainly drew the 
crowds, with many showing interest in the 
real story of Joseph Bolitho Johns.
 Our brochures about Joe’s life went like 
hotcakes with lots of questions about his 
escapades.
 Next year we will have a storyboard to 
explain where Newcastle is, or was.Visitors 
were interested to learn they were actually 
in Newcastle, which was renamed Toodyay 
in 1860, and why the name was changed.

 We sold books including our last copy 
of Ian Elliot’s well-researched tale about 
Joe, (bought by MP Shane Love), and 
Jenny Edgecombe’s just-released book 
featuring stories by the late Wally Chitty.
 Copies of this book are available from our 
headquarters in Donegan’s Cottage.
 Convict Greg’s carnival cut-out was again 
a huge drawcard.
 There are hints there may be another cut-
out for next year, with a more feminine touch.

 Many thanks to all who helped.
Coming up

 Our next general meeting is at 7pm on 
Wednesday June 17 in Donegan’s Cottage 
at the showgrounds.
 Northam Walking Tour – Sunday June 
28. As our planned June excursion was 
cancelled, planning is now underway for a 
visit to Northam to view historic places.
 Lunch stop included– details to be 
confirmed; meet at the Toodyay Visitor 

Information Centre, 10.30am,for car-
pooling.
 For more information contact: our secretary 
Desrae Clarke, by emailing desraec@
westnet.com.au; President Robyn Taylor, 
email rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, 9574 2578 or, 
member Beth Frayne,  9574 5971.
 Donegan’s Cottage (in the Toodyay 
showgrounds) is open every Thursday, 1pm-
3pm. Postal address: PO Box 32, Toodyay 
WA 6566.

A motley crew at last month’s Moondyne Festival; (from left) Robyn Taylor, Convict Greg Warburton, Margie Eberle, Milton Baxter and  
Allen Clabaugh. Photo: B. Frayne

Toodyay war memorial based on Egyptian obelisk 

Toodyay Festivals Committee 
Angi McCluskey

TOODYAY Festivals Committee members 
held a special informal afternoon tea at 
Toodyay Library last month.
 They were thrilled to be presented 
(above) with an achievement certificate for 
Moondyne Joe’s Pop-up Colonial Village 
from local WA Nationals MP Shane Love 

and Wheatbelt Development Commission 
Project Officer Elise Woods.
 The certificate was for successfully using 
State Government Royalties for Regions 
Community Chest funding to develop the 
new project for last month’s Moondyne 
Festival.
 Also present were Debra Andrijich, 
Andrew McCann, Rosemary and Miska 
Madacsi, Jasmin Devlin, Roz Davidson, 
Linda Stewart and Angi McCluskey.

Local MP presents Moondyne certificate

Avon Woodturners 
Max J Heath

IT LOOKS like it will be a short column this 
month as there is not a lot to report.
 We attended a craft fair in Northam at the 
Catholic Church for one and a half days.

 We were well received and had a lot of 
interest.
 There were a lot of different crafts and a 
lot of products for sale.
 We had considerable interest, including 
some students from St Josephs who came to 
have a look and asked our secretary Andrea 
– who was demonstrating at the time – a lot 
of questions about turning.
 The demonstrators of the day made a 
number of different items, some of which 
were given away.
 One of the demonstrators made a couple 
of shopping bag carriers which were well 
received by a couple of the organisers of the 
day.
 Of course we attended last month’s 
Moondyne Festival and had a great day.
 For those that didn’t get to Moondyne and 
see us, we were in a designated shed.
 It was a good area with a lot of other crafts 
there.
 Once again we battled on with a limited 
number of turners but were well pleased with 
the day.
 Quite a few different articles were 
demonstrated on the day and once again 
some give-aways were crafted such as 
spinning tops etc.
 Our convener and secretary visited Collie 
recently for the WAWA day and it was well 
worth the trip to see a good collection of 
turners.
 Well that’s all I have to report this month 
except as Roadwise says: “Don’t drive tired.”

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DRUGS

Do you or someone  
you know have a problem 
with drugs or alcohol

Help is available.

Find out more at ancd.org.au
TREATMENT CAN HELP.

Students show interest in turning

L-R: Elise Woods, Angi McClusky, Shane Love, Rosemary Madacsi and Linda Stewart 

mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
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T (08) 9578 3875

www.gidgepharmacy.com.au

Shop 7, 2086 Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup WA 6083
E: info@gidgepharmacy.com.au

• Prescriptions on file service

• Cholesterol and blood pressure monitoring

• Great range of over the counter medications
and treatments

• Baby weighing and lactation advice

• Medication reviews and advice

• Wound care management

• Compounding service

• See a GP online

• Medical certificates

• Webster medication packing service

• Phone and Skype consultations
with your pharmacist

All your
prescription 
needs

 

Opening Hours

Mon to Fri 
8.30am - 5.30pm

Saturday 
8.30am -1pm

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of the Badger

WE MAY not have a white line down the 
middle of our main road, but we are litter-
free.
 The big event in May was one of our clean-
up days for our ‘adopted spot’ – a huge event 
held every May.
 Once again the community group members 
rose to the occasion with one of three teams 
picking up about 37 bags of rubbish from 
our verges and easements.
 Another team spring cleaned the shed and 
its cupboards and kitchen areas
 A third  team chopped up enough logs from 
the surrounding bush to service our much- 
loved fire pit throughout winter.
 During the coming year there will be a 
number of smaller verge clearing days as 
part of our commitment to ensure Toodyay 
shire remains high on the tidy towns’ list.
 You all did a great job and a good time was 
had by all.
 And, of course, there was a terrific 
barbecue afterwards.
 Another big success was our annual 
Pasta Feast with at least 10 different dishes 
provided by members.
 Nothing gets a full turn-out like a feast.
 There were at least 40 adults and children 
all enjoying multiple returns to the buffet 
table.
 Many thanks go to all those who brought 
a dish.
 Our year has started well with a number 
of new families moving into the area and 
joining our Wednesday evening gathering 
as well as other social events.
 A big thank you goes to those families who 
have hosted Friday night footy this season 
and those who will do so soon.
 This has now become an institution each 
footy season and is always a fun evening.
 Our annual Soup Night will have come and 
gone by the time you read this.
 However  coming up next month is a car 
rally, another Feast Night, a big bonfire night, 
and a weekend 4WD camp out.
 No wonder this little community can 
celebrate a community group that will have 

been going non-stop for 20 years later this 
year.
 Your monthly reminder: we meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local Volunteer 

Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when it 
suits you.
 It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids 
are welcome, and there are fun events every 
month.

 If you aren’t yet a member, come along as 
we’d love to get to know you.
 If you want to know more you can contact 
President Barry Grey on 9574 2149 or call 
The Badger on 0414 250 484.
 Hope to see you soon.

Relaxing back at the Bejoording shed after last month’s Adopt-a-Spot litter clean-up  

There’s no white line – and no litter either

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe 

AS THE MAY gathering of Toodyay 
Music Club started, I wondered if our 
very resourceful members could avoid an 
overload of ‘me dear old mother’ songs 
for the theme of ‘Mothers’ – of course they 
could.
 There were many sweet songs for and 
about wonderful mothers, as you would 
hope, but there was also a good sprinkling 
of the amusing, the ironic and the downright 
serious social commentary.
 These songs ranged from the Kalamunda 
Four’s hilarious version of ‘Shame and 
Scandal in the Family’ to Joe singing 
‘Mother’s Little Helper’ with somewhat 
raucous harmonies provided by Jenny.
 Maurice and Eileen produced much more 
tuneful harmonies for the old tearjerker, 
‘Sylvia’s Mother’, while Peter and Moya 
branched out into a beaut bluesy ‘My 
Momma Done Told Me’.
 Brian had a bet each way with a light-
hearted ‘My Mammie’, then later, a lovely 
‘Mother Dear, O Pray for Me’.
 Spencer held us spellbound with ‘It’s Just 
a Mother’s Way’, which suits his voice and 
style so well.
 The new time and day for the club’s 

monthly get-together is proving very 
popular.
 We had quite a large number of performers, 
some audience members and a good variety 
of instruments.
 As always, both Karen and Naomi were 
brilliant, teaching us something about their 
instruments before entertaining us with their 
playing.
 Karen discussed instruments encountered 
in China before delighting us with a skilful 
tin whistle interpretation of a bird.
 Naomi described some fascinating 
features of a most beautiful guitar before 
demonstrating her considerable skills.
 Leila presented some moving songs on 
violin, dedicated to mothers whose sons did 
not return from World War I.
 Phil’s great blues guitar work on some 
heartfelt songs rounded out the instrumental 
performances.
 Visitors are welcome to come along and 
join in, or just sit back and enjoy some superb 
entertainment.
 Next meeting: Saturday May 13 between 
1-4pm at the CWA Hall.
 Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance is welcome so long as it is 
acoustic.
 Further Information: Joe on 0400 862 694 
or Jenny on 0417 910 050.

feedback
The Toodyay Herald is a 

locally owned not-for-profi t newspaper that aims to serve 
the community as a source of 

quality news and information.Suggestions and comments 
are welcome to

PO Box 100, Toodyay WA 6566
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au

Woe is me, shame and 
scandal in the family
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Trees Cafe
Bolgart Ph 9627 5187

Take a pleasant trip to Bolgart just 38kms north of Toodyay. Come, enjoy our 
hospitality & home cooked food at the old Bank of New South Wales.

ROAST DINNER SPECIAL FOR JUNE
Rolled and stuffed loin of port and baked apple served with seasonal veggies $19.50

Breakfast on Sunday with the Sunday Times available.
We look forward to seeing you again.

Hours Fri-Sat 10am - 3pm Sunday 9am - 3pm
Closed Public Holidays

Email: treescafe@hotmail.com   www.treescafebolgart.com

Toodyay YouthCARE Council 
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary

ATTENTION quiz buffs.
 Toodyay YouthCARE will be holding a 
quiz night on Saturday  June 27.
 Last year’s quiz night was a great success 
and this year all funds are going towards 
chaplaincy at our local district high school.
 Posters will be in various shop windows 
with all the information and there will be lots 
of prizes, raffles, auction items and laughs.
 RoadWise have once again donated a $200 
prize and there will be a winning-table-prize 
of $160.
 Our next wood raffle will be on June 26-27 
with the prize drawn on the Saturday night.
 There are flyers around town promoting 
the upcoming talent concert in August.
 This is being organised by school chaplain, 
Robyn Sinclair, and her helpers.
 Don’t be shy. Come share your talent.
 Bookings are essential. Contact Vivienne 
Freeman, 95744915 or email us at freeos@
iinet.net.au.

District High School P&C
Debbie Wiltshire, P&C Vice President

THE TOODYAY District High School P&C 
held its annual Mother’s Day raffle and stall 
last month.
  Tickets were sent home with each child to 
sell to their family and friends and we also 
held a stall to sell tickets at the Moondyne 
Festival.
 Vouchers, gifts and money were donated 
by local businesses to create not one, but five 
prizes. Congratulations to our five winners 
Bec Arkeveld (1st), Val Van dieren (2nd), 
Les Solien (3rd), Anna Randhawa (4th) and 
Cathy Bendtsen (5th).
 The generosity and willingness of the 
Toodyay community to be involved in our 
Mother’s Day raffle has been overwhelming 
and it is greatly appreciated.
 On behalf of the TDHS P & C we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the 
following people and businesses for their 
generosity.
 Lizard Landscape, Sophia’s Restaurant, 
Toodyay Emporium, Squires Loft Subiaco, 
Toodyay IGA, Toodyay Post Office, Toodyay 
Garden Centre, Brewbakers,  Evie Tomkins, 
Clare Love, Avon Valley Gifts and Jewellery, 
Toodyay & Districts Community Bank, 
Wix-a-Glo, Chemmart Pharmacy Toodyay, 
Bee Happy, The Toodyay Auto Centre, The 
Freemasons Hotel, The Toodyay Bakery, 
The Toodyay Hair Studio,  The Victoria 
Hotel, Richards Christmas 360, Home 
Hardware, Makit, The Toodyay Lolly Shop, 
Toodyay Bottlemart, The Toodyay Butcher, 
Sweethearts Café, Wendouree Tearooms, Tea 
for Toodyay and Tupperware.
 Fundraising activities such as this provide 
the P & C with essential funds to put back 
into the school community so that all 
students benefit which in turn benefits our 
town.
 We are dedicated to supporting TDHS 
in providing the best possible learning 
environment for our children and simply 
could not do this without your generosity.
 Another big thank you goes out to all who 
donated goods to us for our Mother’s Day 
stall.
 The children delight in buying for mum all 

on their own and we hope all their mothers 
were pleased to receive their carefully chosen 
gift on Mother’s Day morning.
 Our canteen manager had some time 
off recently and we must thank the many 
volunteers who stepped in to keep the 
canteen running.
 The canteen is always in need of volunteers 
to assist the manager with daily tasks.  Please 
call in to the canteen and chat to Andrea if 
you are able to donate some of your time.
 A last thank you needs to go to Therese 
Chitty who has very kindly taken on the 
football afternoon tea fundraising event.
 It is great for the P&C to have such support 
from across the community.

Sharpen your 
wits for bumper 

quiz night

P&C Mother’s Day raffle an 
overwhelming success

Moondyne Festival 2015

“IT WAS THE best day ever.” 
 “There was so much to see and do.”  “The 
entertainment was fantastic and there was 
such fun for all the family.”
 These were just a few of the exclamations 
to be heard around the town following 
Moondyne Festival 2015.
 A big thank you goes to members of the 
original Moondyne Committee who after 
disbanding came together with us at the end 
of January this year.
 Without their invaluable input Toodyay 
Festivals would not have been able to bring 
to fruition such a wonderful Moondyne 
Festival.
 The pop-up Colonial Village was an 
enormous success thanks to the creative 
vision, determination and energy of Dave 
Bohan, Roz Davidson, Noelene Pescued and 
Julie Turner. 
 The village provided a taste of life our 
predecessors may have experienced, and one 
we are sure Moondyne Festival will favour 
for future years.
 Another new addition to the Moondyne 
Festival was our Master of Ceremonies, the 
fantastic “Famous Sharron”, who proclaims 
being “Famous for Absolutely Nothing”.
 Sharron’s unique style and presence 
provided a colourful insight to the life and 
times of Moondyne Joe and our pioneer 
forefathers.
 She delivered this with humour, honesty 
and a vibrant exuberance.
 Sincere thanks also go to the Moondyne 
Festival team of Roz Davidson for 
coordinating the exceptional entertainers, 
Jasmin Devlin for organising the talented 
thespians, Linda Stewart for her advantageous 
advertising abilities, Andrew McCann for 
his stalwart stallholder supremacy, Miska 
Madacsi for his super logistics support, 
Rosemary Madacsi our super secretary 
whose skills are unsurpassed and, Angi 
McCluskey for her leadership and fantastic 
financial and funding expertise. 
 Others who worked behind the scenes 
and are worthy of acknowledging for their 
undivided dedication, past and present to 
the Moondyne Festival are Chris Firns, Dan 
Mason, Phil Watson, Mike Devlin, Michael 
McCluskey, visitors Crissy and Rob Staff, 
Debra McCann and Chris Martin.
 Last, but not least, thanks to the fantastic 
ladies Jane Simonetti, Roz Davidson and 
Janet Wilkinson who slaved away endlessly 
sewing the captivating colonial costumes.
 We would like to sincerely thank Toodyay’s 
local volunteers for their involvement in 

making this day such a memorable and fun 
event.
 We also salute our wonderful performers, 
Nathan Martin, Kyle Ajduk, Dave, Nick 
Cording, Stan Scott, Chris Firns, Neil 
Fancourt, Vernan Passey, Sam Bowman, 
Alex Haysom, Brett Cowey, Richard and 
Janet Wilkinson, Terri Watson, Kathleen 
Gilham, Taia Sinclair, Jenny Tola, Ann 
Morrison, Lucia Ross, Liz Hughes, Stirling 
Hamilton and Syd Sinclair.
 Accolades go out to our entertainers - our 
very own Toodyay Singers, duo Love N Hart, 
a.k.a Bonnie and Alan Axon and the great 
guitarist Wheels, a.k.a John Wheeler.
 The event would not have been possible 
without the support of our sponsors whose 
generosity funded the festival.
 Thanks goes to the Shire of Toodyay, 
Lotterywest, Tourism WA, Events Corp, 
Royalties for Regions, Wheatbelt Community 
Chest Fund and Roadwise.
 As a big bonus for all Toodyay community 

groups the owner of 109 Stirling Terrace, 
which is a vacant block, has kindly made 
this property available for use as a venue.
 Toodyay Festivals Inc. now owns the 
pop-up village structure and the stage trailer 
which are also available for community use.
 Please contact us on 9574 2323 or for 
bookings at toodyayfestivals@gmail.com.
 Moondyne Festival is an integral part of 
what makes Toodyay and we are always 
looking for fresh new ideas and faces.

 If you would like to be part of Moondyne 
Festival 2016 please give us a call on 9574 
2323 or pop into the Library for further 
information.
 No contribution is too small, whether 
helping out on the day or being involved in 
the bigger picture of organising the festival.
 Your contribution shall be warmly received 
and most welcome.
 Thank you everyone, from Toodyay 
Festivals Inc.

Vibrant exuberance made Moondyne ‘best day ever’

Hundreds of festive people  gathered in Stirling Terrace outside the Victoria Hotel to witness the trial and conviction of Moondyne Joe 

The Moondyne Festival’s new Pop-up Colonial Village was a popular drawcard

mailto:freeos@iinet.net.au
mailto:freeos@iinet.net.au
mailto:toodyayfestivals@gmail.com
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Brought to you by the Toodyay RoadWise Committee

road safety audits
can save lives

Did you know that a road designed 
in accordance with design guides, 
does not guarantee that it is risk 
free?

The term ‘road safety audit’ is frequently 
used, but what does it mean? Road 
safety auditing is a formalised procedure 
applied to a road project development 
or existing road systems, conducted by a 
practitioner independent of the road manager, 
a “fresh pair of eyes.” Audits can play an important 
role in achieving positive road safety outcomes - put 
simply, audits can save lives.1

The findings of a road safety audit and 
recommendations are the property of the road 
manager, whose responsibility is to consider these 
and respond with appropriate treatments to the 
identified hazards.

In 2014 a road safety audit of Toodyay Road 
was commissioned by road manager Main 
Roads WA. This was as a response to a 
shocking crash in Noble Falls. There has 
since been significant work undertaken on 
the intersections around Gidgegannup. Main 
Roads head office consulted with Toodyay 
Road Liaison Committee during this process. 

Treatments include selective native bush 
removal to improve sight lines, the installation 
of a Vehicle Activated Electronic warning sign 
before the curve at Noble Falls, shoulder 
sealing, thousands of retro-reflective raised 
pavement markers (the “cat’s eyes”) plus the 
major works between Lewis Jones Cross and 
Roe Highway which are being undertaken 
now. There is more to come, with the design 
work prepared; now just waiting on funding 
from State Government. 

The speed limit reductions have been in 
place for a while; there is clear evidence that 
lower speeds mean fewer crashes, fewer 
deaths and fewer serious injuries. These 
treatments applied to Toodyay Road broadly 
fit within the Safe System for speeds, roads 
and roadsides. Towards Zero, the WA road 
safety strategy 2008-20, is based on the 
Safe System. Improving the safety of roads 
could reduce the number of serious crashes 
by as much as 40%. 2

toodyay road

While these improvements in the metropolitan 
length of Toodyay Road are very welcome, 
little has been done to address the road 
safety issues in the wheatbelt region of 
Toodyay Road. Recently there was an 
upgrade of the Dryandra Road intersection, 
to extend and widen the left turning lane. 
The road safety audit recommended similar 
improvements to all the intersections right 
up to the Goomalling Road, yet according to 
Transport Minister Dean Nalder there are no 
specific improvements planned in the short 
term for the section of Toodyay Road located 
in the Shire of Toodyay.

Traffic volumes on this route show a daily rate 
of well over 3,000 vehicles a day, and around 
360 of these are heavy vehicles (trucks) at 
12.1% of total vehicle movements. 3

In January this year, Road Safety Minister 
Liza Harvey announced the Wheatbelt 
Highway Route Review, a WA trial of a 
process adopted with some success by 
Victoria and New South Wales in recent 
years. Toodyay RoadWise Committee urges 
the Ministers, Main Roads WA, the Office 
of Road Safety and WALGA to consider 
Toodyay Road as a suitable highway for this 
review. Since much of the road safety audit 
work has been done, this may constitute a 
saving of taxpayer dollars and free more 
funds for actual road improvement.

A final comment on Toodyay Road: a 
significant number of Killed or Serious Injury 
crashes actually occur on mid-sections, with 
crashes on curves (48%) over-represented. 
“Hit object” crashes at 39% represent the 
run-off road crash where a vehicle leaves 
the road and collides with an object such as 
a tree, culvert, embankment etc. 4

Surprisingly, “hit animal” crashes do not 
account for a high number of crashes, but 
then the crash statistics do not cover near 
misses or give actual numbers for “swerved 
to avoid kangaroo!”

much more needs to be done

Sources
1 ARRB group
2 Towards Zero, WA’s road safety strategy
3 Main Roads Traffic Digest
4 From Main Roads Crash Statistics 2009-13

Ride Right
FREE Motorcycle and scooter rider road craft course.
Update your skills and improve your knowledge. Ride Right is a 
rider theory enhancement course designed to inform participants 
of the latest road rules, riding techniques and safety technology. 

Sunday 28 June 2015
10.00am - 1.30pm
Toodyay Memorial Hall

TOODYAY
ROADWISE

COMMITTEE 

We have a shared responsibility for safety on our 
roads, so all drivers need to be careful and vigilant in 
this busy season.


