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700 new jobs – at a cost

Demolition derby in river race thriller

Michael Sinclair-Jones

MORE THAN 700 new jobs – many of them 
expected to be local – will be created in a 
new 55-square-kilometre open-cut mine at 
Morangup that could start in 2017.
 A Chinese-backed joint venture company 
intends as early as next February to seek 
State environmental approval to mine 220 
million tonnes of bauxite stretching 20km 
from near Wundowie to 1.5km from the Avon 
River and the main rail link to Perth.
 Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures say the 
mine would create 120 new jobs, plus at least 
five times more support jobs for contractors, 
suppliers and other services and operate for 
at least 25 years. 
 “We’d like the majority of our workforce 
to be local people,” BAJV General Manager 
Bill Moss said.
 “The earliest start-up could be in three 
years’ time with all approvals in place.”
 The news has shocked Morangup residents, 
who say they first knew about planned 
mining “on their doorstep” when they read 
about it in last month’s Herald.
 “We’re horrified that the Shire told us 
nothing about it,” Morangup Progress 
Association President Dave Mustchin said.
 The nearest small Morangup subdivisions 
are less than a kilometre west of the bauxite 
deposit, which half encircles the closely-knit 
rural community (see map Page 12).
 Local residents have formed a new action 
group to raise concerns about proposed 

mining and say “all of our communities will 
need to unite to preserve our clean country 
air, our beautiful night skies, our way of life 
and our property values.”
 Their concerns include threats to local 
ground and rain water supplies; dust clouds 
and increased traffic; the impact on local 
farms, businesses and tourism; protecting 
unique local flora and fauna; and the “very 
real possibility” that properties will lose 
value next to “intense mining activities”.
 The Toodyay Shire Council released an 
economic development plan last month 
which described the proposed mine as a 
“major transformative investment” that 
would help create more local jobs and attract 
more young families to service the needs of 
the Shire’s ageing population.

‘Rumours’ denied
 The Shire this month denied “rumours” 
it had “approved the project or made secret 
arrangements with the company”.
 Shire President David Dow said the 
Council had no power to approve or refuse 
mining – it was “entirely a matter for the 
State Government” to decide.
 “Any mining of bauxite would require 
State Government mining approval, not 
a local government extractive industry 
licence,” he said.
 Cr Dow said he would ask BAJV to 
provide the Shire with more details about its 
plans before seeking a public meeting with 
Morangup residents.

 “If handled correctly, the mine could have 
positive economic and social outcomes for 
Toodyay,” Cr Dow said.
 “However, it could also have possible 
negative ramifications for nearby Morangup 
residents.”
 A BAJV spokesperson said the company 
had offered to meet Morangup Progress 
Association representatives after they first 
raised concerns “a few weeks ago”.
 The association had requested more time 
to form a committee and gather information 
and community feedback before meeting 
BAJV, possibly next month.

THE HIGHEST water levels in 
several years turned this month’s 
annual Avon Descent through 
Toodyay into a demolition derby 
for many powerboat crews.
 Day one from Northam was 
relatively easy for most crews, 
with the fastest kayaks averaging 
about 15km/hour to reach 

Newcastle Bridge well before 
lunch.
 However, after an official 
overnight stop at Cobbler Pool, 
day two became chaotic as 
powerboat stragglers faced their 
first real test of fast-flowing 
rapids (above) near Morangup 
Brook, before Emu Falls.

  There were thrills and spills at 
every turn as several powerboats 
capsized, although most crews 
were able to restart their outboard 
motors after what seemed like an 
irretrievable dunking in the chilly 
torrent.
 The gruelling 140km race to 
Perth attracted more than 550 

competitors and thousands of 
visitors to Toodyay, providing 
local traders with a big annual 
cash bonanza.
 The river race coincided with 
Toodyay’s ever-popular, annual 
International Food Fair.
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The Toodyay Herald is a monthly publication. Deadlines for all content are listed below 
and the paper aims to be on the streets in the fi rst week of each month.
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is a community paper and welcomes contributions of letters, articles and 
photographs from all members of the community. Contributions via email or on 
fl ash drive are preferred. There is no charge for articles that appear in the paper.
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MEMBERSHIP

Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available to Shire of Toodyay residents at $10 per 
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DISTRIBUTION
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Printed by Rural Press

Advertisers and/or advertising agencies upon and by lodging material with The Toodyay Herald for publication or 
authorising or approving of the publication of any material, INDEMNIFY The Toodyay Herald Inc. against all 
claims, demands, proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, awards, judgements and any other liability whatsoever 
wholly or partially arising directly or indirectly in connection with the publication of the material, and without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, indemnify The Toodyay Herald Inc. in relation to defamation, libel, 
slander of title, infringement of copyright, infringement of trade marks or names of publication titles, unfair 
competition, breach of trade practices or fair trading legislation, violation of rights of privacy or confi dential 
information or licenses or royalty rights or other intellectual property rights  AND WARRANT that the material 
complies with all relevant laws and regulations and that its publication will not give rise to any claims against 
or liabilities to The Toodyay Herald Inc., and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, that nothing 
therein is in breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or the Copyright Act 1968 or the Fair Trading Act 1987 or 
the defamation, consumer protection and sale of goods legislation of the States and Territories or infringes the 
rights of any person.
 The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of an 
advertisement to appear according to instructions. The positioning or placing of an advertisement is at the discretion 
of the Editor.

COPYRIGHT
Where no charge is made for the preparation of advertising material, The Toodyay Herald will remain owner of 
copyright in the advertising material.  Such advertising material may be reproduced only with the consent of The 
Toodyay Herald and upon payment of such fee as The Toodyay Herald may require.

INDEMNITY AND WARRANTY

©Original works are subject to copyright and shall not be reproduced without authority.

ADVERTISING
0429 896 860
advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
ACCOUNTS
0429 896 860
accounts@toodyayherald.com.au
NEWS & GENERAL INQUIRIES
9574 2106
news@toodyayherald.com.au

ADVERTISING
ADVERTISING RATES
The cost of a casual display advertisement is 
$4 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB Column 
width is 61.5mm.)
Full Page: Mono -  $560; Colour - $611.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $280; Colour - $331.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $140; Col. - $191.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page - 
100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages / Page 
3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based on mono 
price and inc. GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed 
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the 
exception of the Trades and Services section. 
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be 
charged for advertisements which are not 
print ready. Advertisers, please supply a 
postal address for accounting purposes and 
the number of issues in which you would 
like your advertisement to be included. 

Accounts are issued every month with 
payment required within 30 days. Payment 
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the 
Herald offi ces.
Specifi cations
Print-ready material is required to be 
supplied at a minimum resolution of 200 
pixels per inch at the size the advertisemant 
is to be printed, eg full-page, half-page etc.
Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including 
initial artwork): $24.
Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including 
initial artwork): $48.
Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep
Classifi ed Advertisements
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent 
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.
Public Notices
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent 
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.
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Advertising: advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
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SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS
with your Toodyay Herald Committee

We are a group of volunteers dedicated to managing and producing a monthly newspaper
that represents the interests, concerns and business a� airs

of our wonderful community.
Our newspaper depends on our advertisers, columnists and especially our readers.

We invite you to correspond with us because we appreciate and value your feedback.
Be assured, we are always open to ideas about how we can best serve your interests.

Please consider joining � e Toodyay Herald Inc. — new members are always welcome.

Email President Ken Prowse on feedback@toodyayherald.com.au
or write to us at PO Box 100 Toodyay WA 6566

Ol’ Blind Joe
A thousand shiny rules

Stirling Hamilton

THERE are many issues affecting us in 
Toodyay which our local representatives 
have got Buckley’s chance of changing.
 Years ago our council voted to declare 
Toodyay a genetically modified-free shire.
 A fat lot of good that did – the big boys 
down in the flatlands just take the cash, stamp 
the papers, light cigars and watch the smoke 
and democratic process flutter away on the 
breeze, just like them GM spores will do on 
the way to your farm.
 Or if some cashed-up developer slaps 
his plans for their latest development 
monstrosity on the table and doesn’t get his 
way, him and his paid mouthpiece will be 
down at the State Administrative Tribunal 
faster than you can call out the dogs.
 It will then cost ratepayers tens of thousands 
of $$$ in lawyers’ and staff time to put the 
community’s views before the court, but in 
the end the big boys will most likely win 
because WA Premier Colin Barnett and his 
cronies have dug a hole in WA’s finances 
deeper than the Kalgoorlie Super Pit, and 
they need the dosh.
 When enterprises like the proposed 
noxious waste dump eventually collapse and 
leach their toxic bile into the Avon River, 
(best case scenario is that the 2mm HDPE 
liner will last 120 years), it’ll be local folks 
who will have to pay for its rehabilitation and 
reburial, and we and our descendents will 
live and die forevermore beside its putrid 
corpse.
 Just recently we discovered that there’s 
gonna be a dirty great open-cut bauxite mine 
ripping the crust off the planet from Woop 
Woop to Wundowie but – no worries – I’m 
sure they’ll pop a few pot plants in when 
they’re finished and make it just like new 
again.
 So, while all this goes down, our beleaguered 
defenders of democracy in Council are left 
nitpicking over tedious matters of little 
consequence such as the slope of your shed 
roof, some small variation of the setback 
from the fence line when siting the building 
of a shed, or insisting that the colour paint 
you use comes from the approved Toodyay 
pallette, (which, incidentally, is as hard to 
locate as it is to determine the reasoning 
behind its adoption).
 Sure, there’s a bunch of stuff we have to 
comply with like the Building Act and the 
Health Act because they’re State laws and 
someone will kick our butt if we don’t.
 But there’s oodles of half-baked ideas 
floating around Council chambers to the 
tune of “but this is the way it’s always been 
done”.

 Over the years we’ve had heaps of different 
admin folks and councillors and most 
of them have written pages in the policy 
creation cook book.
 Some of them liked donuts and others liked 
lamingtons and now we’ve pretty much got 
us a bakery.
 But sadly, instead of waltzing into a French 
patisserie and finding a glorious selection of 
gateaux and assorted delicacies, we can order 
only damper due to the stultifying effects of 
all these rules and regulations which leaves 
us few ingredients with which to create our 
culinary and architectural masterpieces.
 Some councillors and admin folk feel it’s 
necessary to follow council policies to the 
letter which is no small matter when you 
consider the sheer volume and complexity of 
them and the compliance costs for residents, 
which can be significant.
 Discretion is the power of free decision 
or latitude of choice within certain legal 
bounds, and both the coppers and judges are 
endowed with this marvellous superpower 
which is an intrinsic component of a healthy 
democracy.
 Our Shire councillors are also endowed 
with these mystical abilities.
 Item 2.3.2 of the Shire’s town planning 
scheme says that a Local Planning Policy 
is not binding, but that council should give 
them due regard in its decision making.
 These policies were often crafted with 
good intentions in an effort to prevent 
inappropriate developments.
 But the big boys have got their fancy-pants 
lawyers and head straight for the SAT and get 
their approval stamped while the little guys 
who can’t afford such luxuries end up getting 
cut to pieces by a thousand shiny rules.
 Regulations and policies that  are 
unnecessary or overly restrictive should 
get thrown in the bin during the upcoming 
review of the town planning scheme and 
local planning strategy.
 From henceforth, each time we write a new 
law we should ditch an old one and let the 
village run free and easy. 
 Our councillors and admin are fine people 
who give up a lot of their time to wade 
through these mountains of accumulated 
nonsense, and I do hope community members 
will offer up their suggestions about which 
regulations are fit for the tip when the call 
for submissions is announced.
 The Lord’s Prayer is 66 words, the 
Gettysburg Address 286 words, there 
are 1322 words in the Declaration of 
Independence but government regulations on 
the sale of cabbage total 26,911 words – US 
National Review magazine
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DEAN BUTLER

RUNNING, walking and cycling 220km 
a week is keeping 45-year-old Coondle 
fencing contractor Ian Bull fit – and helping 
a personal crusade to raise $10,000 for cancer 
research.
 The grief of losing mother-in-law Helen 
Fuller last year to an extremely aggressive 
form of cancer within four weeks of diagnosis 
hit Ian and his family hard.
 It wasn’t the first time cancer had affected 
their lives.
 In each case Ian said he felt “completely 
helpless”, relying on doctors “while hoping 
for a miracle breakthrough to cure cancer”.
 “The most recent event had a profound 
effect on me because I could not ease the 
pain for my wife, Linda, and our children, 
nor could I fix the problem,” Ian said.
 So he decided to do something about it.
 “Inspired by my daughter, Hailey, who 
helped organise everything last May – 
including shirts – my family entered a team 
of eight in the HBF Run for a Reason,” he 
said.
 “We all finished – some running, some 
walking – and raised some money for cancer 
research.
 “It inspired me to keep going and raise 
another $10,000.”
 Ian now trains every day for the 21km 
City to Surf on August 31, a 200km Ride 
to Conquer Cancer in October and a 60km 
Weekend To End Cancer walk next March.
 “I’m sure cancer will impact on all of us 
in some way in our lifetime,” he said.
 “It would be nice to think we have done 
something to help. 
 “People can help raise funds for cancer 
research by calling me on 0427 271 617 or 
emailing linianfencing@bigpond.com. 
 “My 15-year-old son Jake has registered 
for the bike ride and is committed to raising 
$2500 – what a legend.
 “If anybody else would like to be a part 
of the fundraising walk, run or bike ride, 
please call me and I will steer them in the 
right direction, or we can form a local team.  
 “All donations go to the Harry Perkins 
Institute of Medical Research (formerly 
WA Institute of Medical Research), which 
specialises in research into cancer and other 
diseases.”

STATE ENVIRONMENT regulators have 
yet to decide whether to allow a three-
million-tonne Perth garbage tip to be built 
in a claypit 14km south of Toodyay.
 Heavy winter rains have increased the 
amount of water in the disused Chitty 
Road site since July last year, reinforcing 
opponents’ fears that a massive waste 
landfill operation over the next 20 years 
could contaminate the Avon Valley water 
catchment area.
 The water in the pit is blue which, according 
to expert hydrologists commissioned by 
community-funded opponents, indicates it 
is groundwater rather than surface run-off.
 “The water is blue like a swimming pool,” 
local anti-landfill campaigner Alice Bernal 
said.
 “And there’s much more of it this year than 
in July last year.”
 New pictures posted on the Avon and Hills 
Environmental Protection Group’s Facebook 
page show a big difference in water levels 
since last winter.
 A licence application by Perth landfill 
operator Opal Vale Pty Ltd has been with the 
WA Department of Environment Regulation 
for several months while it studies hundreds 
of objections – including scientific experts’ 
reports – lodged before a March 24 deadline 
for submissions.
 They include studies of fire risk, 
groundwater hydrology and claims that 
links to an earthquake zone could rupture a 
2mm liner under the waste site designed to 
protect local groundwater from millions of 
tonnes of dumped rotting garbage.

PERTH police have lodged one of four 
formal objections to a new IGA liquor store 
opening in Toodyay.
 The other objections are from another local 
liquor outlet, a local medical practitioner and 
a Toodyay resident.
 IGA store owner Dean Carter said he would 
respond formally to the objections and had 
taken out a full-page advertisement in The 
Herald this month seeking public comment 
to forward to the State licensing authority.
 The process allowed IGA to respond in 
detail to each of the points raised by objectors, 
who would in turn get an opportunity to 
contest IGA’s responses before a final 
decision was made.
 Mr Carter said the Perth police objection 
was in a generic three-page form which 
required all liquor licence applicants to 
address issues of concern for State police.
 He said customers who had discussed the 
application with him were “very keen to see 
it happen”.
 “But it’s not the end of the world if it 
doesn’t happen.”
 A spokesperson for the WA Department 
of Racing, Gaming and Liquor said the 
assessment process was continuing.

Perth police 
query IGA 

liquor 
application

Ian Bull in training to raise cancer research funds

Grief leads to personal cancer crusade

 A DER spokesperson said the regulator was 
“still assessing the application”.
 More information can be obtained by 
visiting the Avon & Hills Environmental 
Protection Group facebook page.

Groundwater fears rise
Blue water fills the disused Chitty Road claypit

AvonLink on ice
TRANSWA is still awaiting State Cabinet’s 
response to a detailed business case submitted 
by local proponents last March on new ways 
to run the AvonLink passenger rail service to 
make it more user-friendly and profitable.
 One plan is to introduce a weekend rail 
service for popular tourist events such as 
the Avon Descent and next month’s Toodyay 
Picnic Race Day, but time is running out for 
it to occur this year.

mailto:linianfencing@bigpond.com
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letters

The way we were: Laying the foundation stone of the former Toodyay Town Hall (now Memorial Hall) in August 1910, soon after the 
town’s name was changed from Newcastle to Toodyay to avoid postal confusion with Newcastle NSW. Bricklayer Arthur Miller is second 
from right with son Harry. Three of the more formally dressed men may be Councillors, and another may be contractor J. W. Clarke, 
whose name also appears on the stone. The building behind shows ‘Newcastle Herald’ across the front and has now been replaced by 
the Toodyay Police Station. Photograph from Newcastle Gaol Museum collection.

Breathe easy, OBJ

I HOPE IT may be possible to reassure 
“Ol’ Blind Joe” and your concerned 
correspondent, Wayne Fletcher, that the 
world may not, after all, be at imminent 
risk of coming to an end in an apocalypse 
of simultaneous drought, floods, bushfires, 
cyclones and rising sea levels, all caused 
by us. 
 Surely it is improbable that the activity of 
mere humans can somehow overpower the 
colossal power of the sun and the huge ocean 
currents which are the real drivers of world 
climate.
 First of all, carbon dioxide is NOT a 
pollutant but a beneficent gas, food for 
plants, which then give off the oxygen 
needed by us. 
 Ol’ Blind Joe begs us to “get our boots off 
Mother Nature’s throat and let her breathe 
again” – but carbon dioxide is what she 
breathes. 
 He worries that carbon dioxide is a 
greenhouse gas, which it is, but 95% of 
greenhouse gas consists of water vapour, and 
carbon dioxide is only a small proportion of 
the remaining 5%. 
 The proportion of it in the atmosphere has 
increased over the past few years, but the 
temperature average has not. 
 Yes, we had a hard summer, but the 
northern hemisphere has been having brutal 
winters. 
 In the early middle ages the world was 
warmer than it is at present, warm enough 
for Scandinavians to colonise Greenland, 
build farmhouses and even a cathedral, raise 
cattle and plant crops, and yet there was no 

Another Herald bouquet

I WOULD LIKE to congratulate the Editor 
and his staff for an excellent paper. 
 We, as members of the RSL, look forward 
to the local news The Toodyay Herald 
supplies on a regular basis. 
 It also allows us to stay in contact with 
some of our older members who are no 
longer as mobile as they once were.
 The format seems to have changed for the 
better. 
 We would also like to congratulate all 
previous editors of the Herald who have 
kept the flag of this historical paper flying 
proudly.
 I noticed with interest that you are now 
able to view historical copies of the Herald 
online on the TROVE web site. 
 Please keep up the good work.

Lou Kidd Toodyay RSL

Priest’s life in focus

THE DEPARTMENT OF Italian at UWA, 
Toodyay Museum and New Norcia Archives 
are collaborating on a project to research the 
life of Canon Raffaele (or Raphael) Martelli. 
 Canon Martelli was the Catholic priest in 
Toodyay, York and Northam during 1856-
1858 and also from 1872 to 1880.  
 The archives at New Norcia hold a large 
collection of his correspondence from these 
periods which the Department of Italian has 
transcribed and translated for a forthcoming 
book due to be published in November.
 However, we feel that there is so much 
more to know about this very interesting man 
and we would, therefore, be most interested 
to hear from anyone who has any information 
about him. 
 We would be interested in any information 
or leads, but especially: 

• old letters from local people who knew 
him or mention him;

• local history publications that mention 
him;

• local stories that may have been handed 
down from one generation to another;

• or even old photographs.
 If you are able to help in any way, or 
if you have any suggestions for trails we 
might follow up, contact Professor John 
Kinder, Italian Department, UWA, 6488 
2192 / john.kinder@uwa.edu.au, Mr Peter 

Good on you, Greg

TOODYAY IS A community of amazing 
people. Many don’t just talk about what they 
believe in – they walk the walk. 
 A perfect example of somebody ‘doing the 
hard yards’ is Greg Warburton. 
 This letter acknowledges his recent effort.
 Greg loves local history and researched 
the July 1861 expedition by settlers from the 
Toodyay district to the Helena and Aurora 
Range, 100km north of Southern Cross. 
 Greg retraced this expedition on foot, 
sleeping where possible at the original 
campsites and raising awareness of a slice 
of WA history. 
 His journey finished atop Bungalbin Hill 
(704m above sea level), enjoying the same 
awesome views across the Great Western 
Woodlands that Harper, the Dempster 
brothers and their mates did.
 Greg also undertook this walk to raise 
public awareness of the Helena and Aurora 
Range itself. 
 It is an area of exceptional biodiversity and 
a hotspot for endemic flora and threatened 
fauna species. 
 The Environment Protection Authority 
(EPA) has recommended its protection. 
 This comes on top of many other reports 
over the past 50 years calling for protection. 
  We understand this very idea is being 
considered.
 How many Herald readers have been 
there? 
 Why not go and see what all the fuss is 
about? 
 You might just fall in love with this 
incredible (and, presently, intact) WA jewel 
and want it protected, like we do. 
 If you don’t want to go by foot, you can 
drive there in 6 hours.

Rebecca Meegan-Lowe and Ric Lowe

polluting or “warming” industry around at 
the time.
 Wayne Fletcher worries that Paul Michael 
only mentioned five sceptical scientists, but 
if numbers are regarded as significant, there 
are in fact a great many more than five.
 Professor Ian Plimer (not Pilmer, by the 
way), to mention only one, is a distinguished 
geologist, and geologists are inevitably 
concerned in the mining industry. 
 It is insulting to him to suggest that his 
science is biased because of his mining 
interests.
 We do of course need to care for our earth, 
use its resources economically, and plan how 
to guard against the difficulties thrown at us 
by “extreme climate events”: prepare for 
drought by building dams, clear firebreaks 
to help fight bushfires, build houses strongly 
enough to withstand cyclones, and so on, but 
the human race is adaptable and resourceful, 
and we do not need to do penance for our 
supposed guilt by inflicting on ourselves 
ruinously expensive ways of generating the 
electricity that our civilisation cannot do 
without.

Janet Kovesi Watt

Hocking, Archivist, New Norcia 9654 8018 
/ archives@newnorcia.wa.edu.au or Mrs 
Margie Eberle, Shire of Toodyay museum 
curator,  9574 2008 / TMuseum@toodyay.
wa.gov.au
 Thank you

Margie Eberle

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please email 
your correspondence to toodyayherald@
westnet.com.au with your full name, 
address and phone number. Letters that are 
short, sharp and to the point about topical 
local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

Morangup left in the dark
THE PROSPECT of a new 220-million-
tonne open-cut mine smack next door to 
your little patch of rural paradise is one 
that few local ratepayers would relish.
 However, that is exactly what many 
Morangup residents now face and – 
understandably – they’re not happy.
 That they first got wind of it in last 
month’s Herald indicates a breakdown 
in communication at a number of levels.
 The Shire, for its part, should have been 
on the front foot from day one and gone 
straight down to Morangup to explain to 
local ratepayers exactly what’s going on.
 Instead, our civic leaders have sought to 
belatedly wash their hands of the situation 
by saying that mining approvals are a 
State Government responsibility, not the 
Shire’s.
 That may be true, but ratepayers 
still look to their elected officials for 
leadership, answers and support when 
facing major predicaments, just as in the 
2009 bushfires.
 The mining company also has been 
slow to realise that announcing its plans 
publicly without first telling the locals is 
a potential public relations disaster that 
could easily have been avoided.
 Toodyay and its various rural population 
centres are close-knit communities that 
should never be taken for granted.
 Both parties – the Shire and Bauxite 
Alumina Joint Ventures – need to get 
down to Morangup as fast as possible and 
call a public meeting to address local fears 
that an idyllic way of life for many may 
soon disappear forever.
 The Toodyay Herald does not take sides 
on whether a new mine is a good or bad 
thing – our job is to report the news and 
tell readers what’s going on.
 However, the prospect of more than 
700 new jobs – many of them expected 
to be local – cannot be ignored and will 
certainly make a big difference to the 
local economy and future prosperity of 
the Shire.

Welcome back Fly
IT IS with great pleasure that The Toodyay 
Herald welcomes back ‘Fly on the Wall’ 
columnist Peter Robinson after a four-
year absence.
 Peter’s pithy observations and wry 
commentaries about Shire Council 
meetings and antics will add depth to our 
regular monthly news coverage.
 We hope you enjoy reading his 
contributions as much as we do.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor 
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The Classic Range starting from $169,300*

Introducing The Lakeview from The Classic Range.

This range offers designs for smaller size blocks with owners that desire a rural design with individuality. Two words speak volumes about The 

Rural Building Company: We understand. We understand lifestyle is about personal choice and values. We understand the intuitive need to pursuit 

a unique sense of design and flair. We understand what it means to be committed to quality without sacrificing sustainability; and that a home 

should work in harmony with its environment: country or urban. And like you, we are not happy to follow. We are, instead, individuals who challenge 

conventional wisdom. Instead of following the rules - we prefer to make our own.

For more information visit ruralbuilding.com.au or call 1800 643 800.
*Northam region only. Images for illustration purposes only. Terms & conditions apply.
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Fly on the wall
Peter Robinson

A HORSE, a horse, my kingdom for a horse. 
Or, in the case of the first item in the planning 
and development section of the July Ordinary 
Meeting of Council, a horse, a horse, a horse 
for my daughter. 
 I have seldom seen an application so well 
researched by a proponent. 
 From a horse management plan to a land 
management plan and even the daughter’s 
coloured drawing of her beloved pet (below), 
they were thorough. 
 I am glad to be able to report that the 
application was successful. This means that 
a 10-year-old girl’s dream can come true. 
 Provided it is practical and does not affect 
others, then isn’t that what Council should be 
doing?
 The next item proved this point. A proposed 
house on the edge of (but inside) the CBD 
technically needed a carport plan and a 
landscape plan before approval. 
 However, the house is going to be out of 
sight up an easement. One councillor spoke 

against the officer’s recommendation on the 
grounds that it is against policy. 
 For me, if the only argument against 
the recommendation is to quote the Local 
Planning Policy (LPP), then that is a weak 
argument. Given that the administration has 
the default position of going by the LPP, 
for them to recommend otherwise implies 
circumstances warrant a different solution. 
Happily, Council agreed and the proposal was 
approved.
 At last the Men’s Shed is making traction. 
A community facility on the old Works Depot 
site is going to be great for Toodyay.
 However the proposal has to go to public 
consultation first. Men’s Shed may not have 
survived without the help of Mr and Mrs 
Lawton, but a purpose-built place of their own 
will enable them to reach their full potential. 
 Cr Craddock moved to delay things for a 
review of the whole area. I assumed that had 
been done at least three years ago when this 
first came up to the Shire. Her motion lapsed 
with no seconder.
 The monthly accounts are usually a rather 
dry affair, but this month was different. 
 In the agenda the description of the 
payments are shortened and sometimes 
become a little unclear. There was a sum 
of money for a washer and dryer for the cat 
pound. 
 Somebody just had to ask why were the 
cats being washed and dried, (much laughter). 
Because cats can carry diseases, the bedding 
and other equipment must be kept clean. 
 CEO Stan Scott mentioned a particularly 
attractive cat in the pound. Some wag in the 
gallery asked if it had been washed and dried.
 Next up was a review on eight of the 
Shire’s LPPs. These are required by the Local 
Government Act to be reviewed on a regular 
basis. This year saw no significant changes.
 The Community Safety & Crime Prevention 
Association now has Cr McCann as the 
Council representation.
 The gallery was then asked to leave for 
some confidential business.
 Before that but after the tea break Cr Rayner 
predicted (with a big grin) that he would be 
home by 7.30pm. Wishful thinking, Brian. 
If you were home by 7.30, then you left the 
meeting early.

LOYAL, reliable staff who are “really 
good” have helped Toodyay IGA win its 
second national IGA award in two years, 
according to store owner Dean Carter.
 The local supermarket was awarded IGA 
Service Department of the Year last month 
at a national awards ceremony attended by 
more than 1000 retailers and suppliers on 
Queensland’s Gold Coast.
 Last year, Toodyay IGA won the General 
Merchandise Department of the Year 
Award.
 “Good staff are the secret to our success,” 
Mr Carter said.

 “Some have been here 10 to 12 years and 
it’s hats off to everybody – we always try 
out best.”
 According to wholesale distributor 
Metcash, Toodyay IGA “proved to be a 
standout among IGA counterparts across 
the country.”
 “The award recognises the efforts of 
store owners Dean and Amanda Carter and 
their staff in the community,” a Metcash 
spokesperson said.
 “It places their supermarket as the 
benchmark for other supermarkets across 
the country.”

Store owners Dean Carter (centre rear), his wife Amanda (second from right) and staff 
with their second national IGA award in two years.

Sticklers for the rules get 
in way of common sense

Big win for staff loyalty



Page 6. THE TOODYAY HERALD August 2014

Two days of action in 2014 Avon Descent
T H R I L L S 
and sp i l l s 
caught  on 
camera by 
M i c h a e l 
S i n c l a i r -
Jones
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Richmont Investments Pty Ltd has given notice to the 
licensing authority of an application for the grant of a 
Liquor Store licence in respect of premises which are 
situated at Shop 3/4 Piesse Street, Toodyay and to be 
known as Toodyay IGA Liquor.

The applicant would like to obtain a fair and balanced 
picture of the opinions of all Toodyay residents with 
regards to this application. 

If you would like to comment, email phil@canford.com.au 
to obtain an information pack containing:

1. A cover letter;
2. A copy of the floor plans;
3. A copy of the Intended Manner of Trade document;
4. A questionnaire.

Richmont Investments Pty Ltd undertakes to lodge all 
completed questionnaires which it receives.

Proposed 
Toodyay IGA liquor  
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121A Stirling Terrace 
Toodyay 

Pets Corner
Beef or chicken mince 
$2.95p/kg
Bones free when available

Now available
Beef Jerky & Biltong
Roo Jerky
Natural Smoked Bacon

New sausage lines
Chicken & Honey, Hot 
Mexican, Chilli, Bratwurst, 
Kanga & more

Also available
Certifi ed Organic 
Beef & Lamb
complemented with 
free range 
Pork & Chicken

Bulk buys
Full Baby Beef Cubes   $24.95
Full Baby Beef Porterhouse  $19.95
Full Baby Beef Rumps   $14.95

Sides of Beef
Sides of Lamb
Sides of Pork
all cut to requirements

Knife sharpening 
$5.00 each

Mainly gluten free

All $7.95kg

Open 7 days Phone: 9574 2233

7 Henry Street West
(behind the Old Newcastle Hospital)

Dr Ryan Lamp
Dr Jake Georgonicas

Open Mondays & Thursdays
Telephone 9574 2493

rlamp@rivervalechiro.com.au
www.rivervalechiro.com.au

HICAPS 
available 

for instant 
private health 

insurance 
claims

Tiny dots 
can save big 

bikkies
Toodyay Neighbourhood and 
Rural Watch
Desraé Clarke 

SECURITY iden t i f i ca t ion  sys tem 
DataDotDNA uses DataDots (microdots) to 
protect property from theft. 
 DataDots are tiny microscopic discs 
(microdots) containing unique information 
that is linked to your property and you.
 The microdots are as small as a grain of 
sand and the unique code on the DataDot is 
stored on a worldwide verification database, 
DataBaseDNA.
 To protect your assets DataDot can be 
brushed or sprayed on to assets and will stay 
in place for the life of the article.
 Examples of assets are pushbikes, kitchen 
appliances, washing machines, vehicles, 
water pumps, trailers, plasma TVs, camera 
gear, etc.
 The Home Package costs $75 plus $7 
postage and will mark approximately 20 
items while the Business Package, which 
will mark approximately 120 items, is $393 
including postage.
 To learn more of this property protection 
initiative visit www.datadotdna.com or 
phone 1300 300 289
CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000
Toodyay Police  9574 9555

Police Beat
With Sen. Const. Nicky Turner

DOING burn-outs in an unregistered vehicle 
that was pictured on facebook was not a 
smart move for a young learner driver who 
now may have to wait a lot longer to get his 
driver’s licence.
 Quick thinking by Toodyay police nabbed 
the alleged offender before the photograph 
was removed from the Internet.
 Police were responding to several 
complaints by Morangup residents of hoon 
driving on local public roads.
 As a result, a 17-year-old youth will face 
the Northam Court on charges of reckless 
driving, unauthorised use of a motor vehicle 
by driving it on a learner’s permit while 
unaccompanied by a qualified driver, and 
driving an unregistered vehicle.

Groundhog day
ALLEGED drug users with apparently short 
memories were raided for the fourth time at 
the same Toodyay address last month when 
police used a search warrant and drug sniffer 
dogs to seize cannabis, methamphetamines 
and numerous items of drug paraphernalia.
 The search was conducted after a woman 
allegedly bought cannabis from Northam to 
fund the purchase of methamphetamine in 
Perth.
 The resultant charges are due to be heard 
in Northam Court this month.

Ammunition, drugs seized
AUSTRALIAN Federal Police dogs were 
used to search a second Toodyay property, 
leading to the seizure of 300 grams of 
cannabis and firearms ammunition.
 The alleged offenders were charged 
with possession of a prohibited drug with 
intent to sell or supply, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and possession of unlicensed 
ammunition.
 All are due to appear in the Northam Court 
this month.

GPS fingers alleged thief
A GPS TRACKER system in a mini-
excavator stolen from Kwinana Beach last 
month led police to an address in West 

Toodyay where the excavator was located, 
along with two stolen bobcats.
 The tracker was activated at 1.28am six 
days after the excavator went missing and 
was reported to police by Komatsu Australia 
Pty Ltd.
 The three recovered items are worth a 
total of $75,000, and police are continuing 
investigations into the stolen bobcats.
 A West Toodyay man was charged with 
one charge of stealing and faces the Northam 
Court this month.

Kids charged over daycare fire
FOUR children who allegedly tried to set fire 
to Toodyay’s Great Beginnings Childcare 
Centre after breaking in at about 7.30pm 
on Sunday July 27 will face the Northam 
Children’s Court this month.
 A camera was damaged and stolen, along 
with a first-aid kit.
 Garden sheds were forced open and toys 
strewn around the play area, and craft paint 
spread on a children’s swing and other 
activity sets.
 A large amount of craft paper was placed in 
the daycare centre roof and an attempt made 
to set it alight.

 A witness spotted roof activity and called 
police, who found four children at the scene.
 A fifth child aged less than five years old 
left before police arrived.
 The remaining children were taken to 
Toodyay Police Station, where their parents 
were asked to attend.
 The children were interviewed and released 
on bail with strict curfew conditions.
 Police inquiries are continuing, with further 
charges pending.

Not hit and run
A JUNE 19 traffic incident in which a 
pedestrian in Toodyay West Road was 
seriously hurt after being hit from behind by 
a moving vehicle did not involve a hit-and-
run driver, as was reported incorrectly in last 
month’s Herald.
 The pedestrian was thrown over the car’s 
windscreen and into a muddy puddle before 
being airlifted to Royal Perth Hospital, where 
he spent four days in the State Trauma Unit.
 The driver assisted the injured pedestrian 
until the arrival of police who issued a call 
for witnesses and say they may lay charges.
 The Herald apologises for the reporting 
error.

Hoon driver captured on Facebook

‘SLOW DOWN’ you move too fast, was 
a message flashed repeatedly in Stirling 
Terrace last month during a trial for a new 
speed camera outside the Police Station.
 The equipment, on loan for a week to 
the Shire of Toodyay, was organised by 
the Toodyay RoadWise Committee to help 
motorists see if they were speeding in the 
town’s busy 40km/h main street.
  The Shire of Toodyay has yet to decide if 
it will buy such equipment.

Stolen digger found by police

The photo, posted on Facebook, which led police to catch a learner driver who now faces 
a long wait to get his licence.

What’s your hurry?
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For more information or appointment

Thai Medical Massage is pressure applied to
Thai Massage Points and Lines for relief of
more than 50 minor ailments, such as muscle
sprains and pains, tennis elbow, stiffness of
the neck, lower back pains, muscle cramps,
muscle fatigue, muscle stiffness, muscular
discomfort, and nervous tension.

For more info go to:
www.watpomassage.com/2014/

What is Thai Massage and
Thai Medical Massage

Cooking up an international feast
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emergency services

Wheatbelt Clinical 
Psychology

• Psychological health problems and 
disorders

• Work and business issues
•  Workers’ compensati on

• Behavioural health
• Legal reports

Toodyay    Bindoon   Wongan Hills

Richard Taylor
Clinical Psychologist

Foundati on Member Australian College of 
Specialist Psychologists

Foundati on Member Australian Clinical         
Psychology Associati on

Medicare provider/private health funds

0427 447 190
(business hours)

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

• Guided Tours 
• Emu Products Shop  
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking 

Coach and School  Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Call
Kim!

Need help with reconciliations.
Document just doesn’t look right.

You want this report by when?
What does this question even mean?

Want help with paperwork,

Friendly, local and experienced.
Over the net or in person.

Call me on 0417 968 992
or email kimangus@bigpond.com

and see if I can make life easier.

Bejoording Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade
From the desk of The Badger 

AFTER 10 years in the Bejoording Brigade, 
serving initially as Captain, then as Chairman 
and SME (Subject Matter Expert), Mark 
d’Alton has advised us he will be leaving soon.   
 Mark and his wife Marilyn are moving to 
Harvey where they are building a house. 
 Consequently Mark has stepped down from 
his leadership involvement with the Brigade, 
although he will remain a member until he 
leaves our community in the near future. 
 Mark feels the ‘off-season’ was the best time 
to go to allow us to rebuild our leadership team 
before the next fire season.
 Mark has been a valuable resource, and his 
background as a career police officer in the 
Northern Territory and subsequent career as 
a Chief Prosecutor for the City of Perth, as 
well as his status as a Justice of the Peace has 
given us direct access to a wide range of skills 
and knowledge applicable to an emergency 
service.
 As a first step to rebuilding our management 
structure, which will largely remain intact, 
Richard Hazlewood has been appointed 
Chairman with immediate effect.
 The off-season continues to be quiet with no 
significant fire events or emergencies in our 
area for which we are all thankful.  
 Training events continue on a regular basis 
with a ‘Radio Protocol’ session immediately 
following our next monthly meeting on 
Tuesday August 19.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
asks you to remember to always plan and 
prepare before lighting any fire for any reason, 
and have a clear contingency strategy in place 
should things get out of control.    
 Even at the safest times of the year fires can 
pose a risk to people and property, whether 
it’s burning off on your acreage or a backyard 
bonfire, so take care. Advice is free, but getting 
it wrong can be expensive.   
 If you have any questions you can contact 
Captain Lawrence Hayward on 9574 5106, 
or the Badger on 9574 4834 or please leave a 
message.

Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade

Desraé Clarke 

JULY has been quiet on the fire front for 
the Central members although training of 
both basic and advanced modules continues 
throughout the year.
 Last month saw an ‘Introduction to Fire 
Fighting’ training at the Fire and Emergency 
Services Centre, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
 Basic courses are excellent education 
sessions for all community members and are 
held periodically through the year.
 Updates in radio training and AIIMS are to 
be held in August with dates for these courses 
to be circulated.
 A date will be organised for the follow-
up instruction in the use of the special fire 
blankets in a ‘Burnover Blanket Use and 
Drill’ prior to the start of the fire season.
 It is imperative that members attend 
annually as this drill is essential to the safety 
on the fire ground.
 It is with great sadness to hear that a former 
Central member, Russell Lane, who joined 
the Brigade in 1998, has passed away.
 Russell serviced and cleaned down 
Central’s fire units after call-outs when the 
Brigade was based at the former Shire depot.
 Russel was a keen member until chronic 
health issues forced him to retire mid 2000 
from the Brigade and several community 
groups that he enthusiastically supported.
 The next General Meeting will be at 
7.30pm on Tuesday August 26 at the Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre. New members 
are most welcome.
 To join our Brigade or attend future courses, 
please call Captain, Mick McKeown on 9574 
2132, Secretary, Wayne Clarke on 6364 3609 
or email: 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au

MORANGUP has a new 
fire station worth more than 
$300,000 – for a total cost of 
just $45,600.
 Thanks to the generosity 
of Midland Brick and a host 
of other contractors and 
suppliers, the local volunteer 
bush fire brigade has gained 
two extra vehicle bays and 
much more workspace.
 The extensions to the fire 
fighting facility – opened 
last month – upgrades the 
original brick fire station 
built in 1994 for a total of 
$11,100, again helped by 
donors and volunteer labour.

 The new fire station will 
continue to host a Toodyay 
and  Dis t r ic t s  S t  John 
Ambulance vehicle until a 
new ambulance depot is built 
nearby in phase three of the 
community project.
 T h e  u p g r a d e d  f i r e 
station’s six bays currently 
hold two fire trucks, a fire 
crew transport vehicle, an 
ambulance and an emergency 
back-up trailer housing a 
generator, lighting plant 
pumps, etc.
 Provision has been made 
to house a State Emergency 
Services search and rescue 

vehicle.
 Room for a third Morangup 
fire truck will be available 
when the new ambulance 
centre is built.
 T h e  n e w  M o r a n g u p 
fire stat ion also has a 
workshop, meeting/training 
room, office, locker room, 
kitchen, communications 
room, shower, two internal 
toilets and an external public 
toilet with 24-hour disabled 
access.
 The facility adjoins a 
popular local community 
centre run by the Morangup 
Progress Association.

Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Kim Madrell

WHAT started as a great idea to gain greater 
personal comfort actually took two attempts 
and 16 years to get started and another 4 
years to finish. 
 In the first place all that was envisaged 
were toilets, a shower, a locker room and 
an additional vehicle bay to house our crew 
transfer vehicle. 
 Estimates of $31,500 for materials were 
taken to DFES and the Shire. The scale of 
the build changed when Midland Brick 
indicated that they were interested in 
donating more than just bricks towards the 
project. 
 The original plan was expanded to also 
include a 20m x 8m meeting/training room 
incorporating a vehicle bay, a 24 hour access 
public toilet for the benefit of those using 
the amenities provided by the Morangup 
Progress Association (MPA) and a great 
undercover area to the west of the building 
eminently suitable for sundowners. 
 With the phenomenal assistance provided 
by local tradesmen/residents and brigade 
members the extensions are finally 
completed – Wayne and Sharee finished 
tiling the shower on the morning of the 
opening. Special thanks must go to Mick 
“the brick” Lee who single-handedly laid 
more than 20,000 face bricks over a period 
of some 9 months, Valdis Taukulis and 
Glenn Melton for their setting out and 
laying of the concrete rafts, construction 
of the steel roof structure and fixing of the 
roof sheeting (and ensuring the hinges to 
the fridge door were functioning properly). 
 Dude (Brian) from Gidgie Hardware 
gave great deals on materials and not only 
provided but  operated an excavator to cut 
the foundations when we found the big 
vibrating roller brought home by Phil had 
worked too well on the pad. 
 Steve Donovan from Around the Bend 
Plumbing and his apprentice Cody Basley, 
also a local, willingly installed the plumbing 
and Brian Allen, ably assisted by Sam and 
Mitch, provided and fitted the majority of 
the electrical components. I lost count of 
the pavers donated by local farmer Craig 
Stewart but know it was in excess of 26 
pallets.
 A big “Thank You” to everyone who 
attended the opening and made it such a 
success including members from all other 
shire brigades, local police and St John 
Ambulance members as well as the hordes 
of locals. 
 Invitations to the opening were sent to a 
number of previous brigade members some 
who left the area 10 to 20 years ago - I 
am reluctant to call them older members 
although in reality they are older now than 
when they were members. 
 Part of the reason for these particular 
invitations was to give our newer members 
an opportunity to meet some of the people 
who were involved in the building of our 
brigade, to hear their stories of how things 
were done way back then and to gain a sense 
of history from them. 
 From all accounts they did this well – our 
brigade is known for having members who 
can talk under water with a mouth full of 
marbles. 
 Thank you very much John and Val Taylor, 
David and Margaret East and Poul and Betty 

Petersen for coming and I am sure you 
were impressed with how well the current 
members are looking after your brigade. 
 Corry Munson, our Community Emergency 
Services Manager, capably handled the 
position of Master of Ceremonies and 
with some help from Captain Jeff Venn 
dispensed certificates and plaques to the 
major contributors to the build. 
 Shire President, Cr David Dow, gave some 
very kind words and was suitably impressed 
with the entire Morangup community 
amenities on show, as were the other 
councillors present.  Many thanks to our 
other special guests Mr Shane Love MLA, 
Hon Paul Brown MLC, DFES District 
Officer Mark Bowen and Greg Smith 
Midland Brick General Manager and Garry 
Price Midland Brick Regional Distribution 
Manager.
 A fire fighter’s jacket covered the official 
plaque celebrating the opening of the 
extensions which was duly “unveiled” by 
Shane Love and Paul Brown while the 
plaque commemorating “The Mick Lee 
Seat” in recognition of Mick’s extraordinary 
brick laying efforts was covered by a pair of 
fire fighter’s pants which were ceremonially 
“dropped” by Captain Jeff Venn and Mick 
Lee. 
 The MPA provided a sumptuous morning 
tea prior to the ceremonies and afterwards a 
conga line formed to take advantage of the 
sausage sizzle.  
 The brigade is extremely pleased with the 
great working relationship we have with 
Midland Brick who supplied the concrete 

for the pads and initially supplied and 
delivered over 70 packs of face bricks. 
 At an on-site meeting just before the 
opening with Garry Price, Mark Briggs and 
me, Garry asked, “Is there anything else 
we can help with?” and wasn’t completely 
surprised when another six semi-trailer 
loads of fill were sought to tidy up the north-
west corner. 
 Midland Brick have also given an 
undertaking to provide materials to assist 
in the construction of a proposed ambulance 
depot soon to be built to the west of the fire 
station. 
 I have heard a rumour that Mick Lee might 
be coming out of retirement to cope with 
the flood of requests for him to lay bricks 
locally and Wayne and Sharee are soon to 
be busy handling requests for their tiling 
expertise.
 We had a pre-opening testing of the build 
on July 7 and 8 when WAPOL, SES and 
DFES used the station as the command 
centre in the search for a missing 44 year 
old local man who was subsequently found 
safe and well. 
 Feedback from some of those involved 
confirmed what we locals already knew; 
that is, our fire station which was built by 
our community is a massive asset in our 
community.  More may be said in a future 
column on the subject of the SES.

Big community effort pays off for MorangupRisks lurk in 
‘safest’ times

$300,000 facility for just $45,000

Blanket drill 
essential

About 200 people attended the Morangup VBFB fire station opening
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Continued from Page 1

Makita hammer driver drill

  18V, 2 batteries 13mm
  2-speed gearing 
  now  $289

Agent for West Coast Poly water 
tanks order yours NOW 

Handy pre-cut lengths 
of assorted chain

Now in
   20kg bags white sand, 

yellow brickies sand, 
plasterers sand 

14mm blue metal 
asphalt

New in stock 

 The mining joint venture is a 70-30 
partnership between a subsidiary of 
Chinese state-owned coal mining, power, 
chemicals, aluminium and machinery 
manufacturing giant Yankuang Group 
and Australian mining company Bauxite 
Resources Ltd (BRL).
 BRL wholly owns another major Darling 
Range bauxite resource called ‘Fortuna’ on 
658ha of privately owned land 10km north 
of Wundowie.

 The Morangup deposit – called ‘Felicitas’ 
– is all on private land, 80 percent of which 
is cleared and the rest bush.
 The bauxite deposit starts about a metre 
below the surface and is three to five metres 
thick. 
 Where it crosses Toodyay Road near 
Fernie Road, BAJV say it may build an 
underground conveyor belt to transport 
crushed ore under the road to the rail link 
14km away.
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COPYRIGHT: The information contained in this plan is confidential and for the use of
Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures Pty. Ltd. and those with whom it contracts directly 
and must not be communicated to other persons without the prior written consent of 
Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures Pty. Ltd.  Any unauthorised use of such information 
may expose the user and the provider of that information to legal action.
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Morangup faces open-cut 
bauxite mine ‘on doorstep’

A REJUVENATED Toodyay Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry attracted about 
60 local business leaders to a successful 
sundowner meeting at Pecan Hill Bed and 
Breakfast last month.
 The chamber has elected a new president,  
local businessman Charles Chitty, and 
secretary, Chantelle O’Sullivan, who manages 
external and public affairs for mining 
company Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures. 
 The Sundowner was also attended by Bill 
Moss, General Manager of BAJV, which 
is planning a a major new bauxite mine at 
Morangup (see page 1 story).
 Mr Chitty told guests over drinks and 
canapes that “the chamber needs to be the 
engine room the community”.
 “I believe that if you’re going to do it, you 
have to do it properly,” he said.
  “I really see Toodyay thriving since the 
Shire has bitten the bullet with plans for a 
new $25 million recreation centre.
 “We are in the right place at the right time.
 “Farming is a very important part of 
Toodyay, and it’s the right time for business 
people to get involved with the chamber.
 “The WA Nationals Party’s Royalties for 
Regions is a real plus that we have access to, 
and it’s up to us to approach them to fund new 
projects.

 “They want to hear from the Toodyay 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.”
 The Sundowner’s guest speaker was Kitty 
Prodonovich, Chief Executive Officer of the 
WA Regional Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry
 She spoke about how changing the business 
culture of a country community was an 
important part of moving forward.
 The chamber says it aims to “develop new 
directions and put the pieces together to build 
good business practice, improve the level 
of service to its businesses, residents and 
tourists, and to provide a voice for business 
in liaison with local State and Commonwealth 
Governments”.
 It also “aims to provide a forum for 
discussion and resolution of issues facing 
business in the Toodyay Business District and 
surrounding area, and generally support the 
economic, social, cultural and environmental 
development of our district and community”.
 The event was sponsored by Pecan Hill 
B&B, Coorinja Wines, Red Robin Hospitality, 
Sommerville Gallery and the Freemasons 
Hotel.
 The chamber meets at 7.15pm every second 
Monday of the month at the Freemasons Hotel. 
For more details, call Mr Chitty on 0427 980 
335 or email 2jchamber@gmail.com. 

Guests listen to speakers at the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and Industry sundowner.

Chamber creates new ‘engine room’ 
to drive Toodyay business
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Notice of 
Annual General Meeting

for the

Toodyay Community Resource Centre Inc

We hereby extend an invitation 
to all interested community members 

to attend 
our Annual General Meeting

to be held
1st September 2014

at 6:45pm for a 7pm start

at The Toodyay Community Centre
79 Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Come in to see us at 
215 Fitzgerald Street, 
Northam, for settlements, 
transfers, subdivisions, 
and commercial & 
industrial real estate. 
Call us on 9622 2900. 
Incorporating Sharon 
Stivey Settlements.

ALL SETTLEMENTS 
AND TRANSFERS

www.promptsettlements.com.au

St John Ambulance 

TOODYAY and Districts sub centre crew 
will be busy during August supporting local 
events –first aid post for the Avon Descent 
family fun day, ambulance stand-by for Targa 
West Toodyay stages and the regular local 
league football game stand-bys. 
 Thank you again to our members, who 
continue to donate their time ensuring these 
events are supported. Events cannot go ahead 
without first aid posts or ambulance crew on 
site.
 New members are always welcome 
and, in particular, we are seeking a phone 
coordinator. 
 Phone coordinators receive incoming calls 
from our State Operations Centre (where a 
000 call is received), obtains callout details 
and dispatches the rostered crew.  
 You can do it from anywhere, and can 
choose your times to coordinate.
 Thank you to everyone who has donated 
items for our annual monster raffle. 
Donations are still being accepted so please 
feel free to drop items in to the sub centre 
office or Toodyay Hair Studio.  Tickets will 
go on sale shortly.
 Charlie Wroth returns as Chairperson, 
supported by Kim Maddrell as Vice Chair.
 We can be contacted on 9574 2390 or by 
emailing us at sjatoodyay@bigpond.com.
 Our office hours are Monday to Thursday 
9.30am to 2pm.

Coondle Nunile Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade
James Knapp

WELL, the 2013-14 season is now officially 
over and we have entered the 2014-15 
season.  Though it is now winter and we have 
had the much-needed rain, we are still getting 
occasional call outs to fires, but thankfully 
nothing serious.
 Thanks to the crews who turned out despite 
the uncertainty of a fire after an inch of rain 
and whether or not we should take a fire coat 
or a rain jacket.
 With the cool weather, the brigade has 
been busy preparing for the coming fire 
season with training. Thank you to those who 
attended.
 A firewood raffle was held on the Saturday 
of the Avon Descent outside Richard’s 
Christmas 360 on Stirling Terrace. Thank 
you to those members who helped with 
cutting the wood.
 It was also a good chance to test a coffee 
maker kindly donated by Brookfield Rail. 
 While we were busy cutting wood and 

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade 
Tim Walker

OUR ANNUAL Christmas in July was held 
at the Jennacubbine Tavern and attracted a 
good turnout of 40 enthusiastic members. 
 This event is really a very special thank you 
to our fire-fighting crews who, in the main, 
would not be able to fully enjoy a normal 
Christmas celebration due to the risk of a 
call-out.
 Judging by the festive mood, it was 
certainly a time to celebrate. Thanks to the 
Jennacubbine Tavern for putting on such a 
superb selection of steaks and salads.

Winning team John and Lauren Prater on track at the finishing post

 Brigade members also attended last 
month’s opening of the Morangup Fire 
Station extensions.
 Our guys were proud to be included 
and extended their congratulations to the 
Morangup Brigade on their achievements.
 As reported in last month’s news, a new 
fire pit was on the agenda.
 This has now been installed by a team 
led by Jeff Porter and has been thoroughly 
enjoyed by members seeking Friday night 
warmth and congenial comradeship.  
 A special thanks to Ross and Leanne Proud 
for their donation of a large tractor rim to 
make this possible.
 Sadly, we say farewell to Iris, who has 
been a stalwart auxiliary brigade member for 

many years and is travelling around Australia 
to eventually settle in Victoria. We all wish 
Iris the very best for the future.
 Our dearest and most senior brigade 
member Margaret Campbell recently moved 
into town and was knocked to the ground 
while walking her own dog and struck by a 

preparing for a cold night around a fire at 
Cobbler Pool – and ensuring others kept 
their fires safe – we heard that one of our 
long serving members, Max, was over in 
Victoria visiting firefighting museums on a 
well-deserved break.
  I’m not sure if Max will be hitting the ski 
slopes but we all hope he enjoys his holiday, 
has a safe trip and we look forward to hearing 
of his travels when he returns.
 With the cooler weather and some of the 
nice days we have been having this is the 
perfect time to start preparing yourselves 
and property for the coming fire season.
 Cleaning gutters, trimming branches and 
raking leaves makes for a productive day in 
the warm sun and is great exercise too.
 If you have any questions about how to 
become a brigade member or would like 
information or friendly advice on how 
to make your property and family more 
organised for the upcoming fire season, feel 
welcome to come down to the fire shed on a 
Friday night after 5 pm.
 Come and meet the girls and guys who help 
keep our community safe from fires all year 
round.

Fire coat or rain jacket?

reportedly large ‘Great Dane’.
 She suffered a fractured pelvis, spent 
some time in Northam Hospital and is now 
recovering at home. 
 We all wish Margaret a speedy recovery.
 Next meeting will be held on Saturday 
August 16 at 5.30 pm.

Vote of thanks 
due to 

first-aiders
Michael Sinclair-Jones

FATHER and daughter team John and Lauren 
Prater have joined forces to attract more 
Perth people to next month’s annual Toodyay 
Picnic Race Day and showcase the town as 
a vibrant place to live and visit.
 John chairs the Toodyay Race Club, is 
President of the Toodyay Football Club and 
a former Deputy Shire President.
  while 21-year-old Lauren is a “rising star” 
Communications Consultant for Perth public 
relations firm Platform Communications
 Lauren said the Toodyay Picnic Race Day 
had been her favourite community event 
since she was 12 years old.
 She now lives in Perth but retains strong 
ties to Toodyay and wants to use her public 
relations skills to “give back to Toodyay” in 
the same way her father does.
 “Toodyay Picnic Race Day is such a good 
showcase of everything Toodyay has to 
offer,” Lauren said.
 “It’s WA’s favourite picnic race meeting 
and such a loved and celebrated day.
 “I really want to help it reach its full 
potential, and I’m very excited to be working 
with those who are closest to me.”   
 Lauren said she managed to talk her 
employers at Platform Communications into 
providing in-kind support to help organise, 
promote and run this year’s Toodyay race 
day.
 She was now busy managing a race 
day support team at Platform in close 
collaboration with the local race club.
 John said he was very happy to have 
Lauren and Platform on board to help run 
and organise this year’s event.

 “Lauren is very good at what she does,” he 
said.
 “She was awarded the most outstanding 
public relations student in her graduating 
year at Murdoch University.
 “I expect that this year with Lauren’s help, 
the 2014 Toodyay Race Day will be even 
greater in the lead-up to next year’s 150th 
anniversary.
 The Toodyay Race Club was founded in 

1865 as a leading Avon Valley racecourse.
 This year’s Toodyay Picnic Race Day is on 
Sunday September 28, with gates opening at 
10am and racing from noon.
 The day’s entertainment will include live 
band Peace Love with Tod Johnston, free 
children’ activities, a $1000 ‘Dash for Cash’ 
men’s foot race and the ever-popular annual 
Fashions of the Field contest for well-dressed 
ladies, gents and kids.

Perth push for Toodyay Picnic Races

‘Christmas’ cheer – before summertime duty calls

mailto:sjatoodyay@bigpond.com
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   Enter the 
free draw for the 

Simpsons Lego House
For more information visit  www.stallionhomes.com.au

FREE100 CARRY BAGS100 CAPS
100 BALLOONS

BALLOONS

ENTER THE DRAW 

TO WIN THE 
SIMPSONS 

LEGO 
HOUSE

SPECIAL
HOME
DESIGN

100 CARRY BAGS

See us at
Lot No 27

ENCOURAGING THE BUILDERS 
OF TOMORROW

The building blocks of 
life are strengthened when 
children and young people 
are encouraged to build things. 
It is a method of life’s learning that 
dates back thousands of years and is no 
di� erent today.

As the premium custom home builders across the 
Central Wheatbelt and beyond, Stallion Homes has 
worked with families to design and construct family homes 
that suit both their lifestyle and budget.

At this year’s Dowerin Field Days we will have on 
display a purpose designed and costed home 
for country living complete with all inclusions. 
Once we know where your site is located, 
we will even estimate that cost for you.

This is a one-o�  design especially for the 2014 
Field Days so we hope you will call by and see 
what great value there is in a Stallion built home.

Enter the free draw for the Simpsons 
Lego House, recently sold out across 
Perth and valued at $295 rrp.

  PLUS       
  50 Carry Bags     
    50 Caps and 
      50 Balloons    
    to be given away    
    each day.
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Waxing, tinting, facials including deep cleanse, 
make-up for special occasions, manicures, pedicures,

CND shellac, Aromatherapy bath, neck and shoulder massage.
If unsure - please ask.

Bring this ad in to receive a 10% discount on August bookings

New location
2 Duke Street North, Toodyay

Same great friendly service!

Clare Love
Beauty therapist

Wed  9am - 6pm
Thurs 9am - 6pm
Fri  9am - 3pm
Sat  9am - 1pm

Call 9574 5771 to book

BEAUTY THERAPIST

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

ARTS Toodyay Inc has been rather quiet on 
these pages for the past couple of months 
but there has been lots of activity in the 
background.
 The Annual General Meeting was held 
recently and the first order of business for 
the new committee is the organisation of a 
program of activities and workshops for the 
next year.
 This program will include workshops in 
jewellery, textiles, sculpture, painting and 
visits to local and regional galleries. Arts 
Toodyay workshops are generally open to 
non-members and are publicised in this 
column.
 On October 25, Ruth Silvester will be 
holding one of her regular Open Days.  As 
well as Ruth’s renowned jewellery and 
Japanese textiles there will be a number of 
other craftspeople exhibiting their work in 
the garden setting of her house and gallery 
at 121 Whitfield Road.
 However, the main preoccupation of Arts 
Toodyay members at the moment is the 
annual VINO Art Exhibition to be held over 

Toodyay’s Heroes
Honest Bill

On the banks of the Avon River,
Sleeps old Toodyay’s little town,
I have known it half a century,
Fortunes on it sometimes frown. 
Now the hot sun rays of summer,
Have left its hills all parched and brown,
I must try and tell you something,
Of the business men in town.
Murphy runs the top hotel,
Now Bill’s as right as rain, 
You get the best attention,
When you lob there off the train. 
Coonan keeps the middle pub,
There’s always lots of room, 
Be sure you stay at Vinnie’s,
When you’re on your honeymoon.
Wing, he owns the biggest pub,
He’s known both near and far,
It’s a credit to you, Wal, old boy,
Your clean and well-kept bar.
Jack Wright, he keeps the harness shop,
His work is all first-class,
He always has a friendly smile,
When he sees a cobber pass.
He mends up all our harness,
Sometimes he makes it new,
I always see in Johnny’s shop,
More work than one can do.
James, he keeps the grocer’s shop, 
His prices cut so neat,
The good things Alfie sells you,
The Commonwealth can’t beat.
Pound runs the Sovereign tea rooms,
His lollies are so sweet,
His chocolates and ice creams,
You can eat them up a treat. 
Freddy always has a smile,
Alike for rich and poor,
You know Joan Wolfe has shifted?
Clarke and Doig are next door.

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe 

AS A child, I loved a section in the Reader’s 
Digest called ‘Laughter is the best medicine’. 
I have always found that observation to be 
true, but nowadays I would add the power 
of song as well.
 This month I had the privilege of joining 
members of our Music Club in performing 
at the Beth Avon and The Residency aged 
care facilities in Northam.
 These visits are always fun, with the 
added bonus of seeing the more withdrawn 
audience members gradually responding to 
familiar songs, their heads lifting and the 
words coming back to them.
 Something new at the July meeting: 
Lorraine brought her clarinet. What a lovely 
sound. Although she was modest about her 
beginner’s tunes, her obvious feel for the 
music made her items most enjoyable.
 I have also noticed lately how quickly 
Maurice and Eileen have progressed with 

their ukuleles.
 Their duets, complete with harmonies, are 
becoming a real feature of the evenings. ‘I 
have a dream’ and ‘Da Do Ron Ron’ were 
particularly good this month.
 Moya gave a subtly comic touch to the 
dark ‘Miss Otis Regrets’ and Peter set a 
scene of smoky coffee bars with his mellow 
version of ‘Misty’.
 Jeanette was in great form with Eric 
Bogle’s uplifting ‘Shelter’ and Leila was a 
star with her violin medley of ‘Swing low, 
sweet chariot’ with some Scots songs and 
Joe accompanying on guitar.
 I cannot close without mentioning 
Spencer’s lovely tenor in ‘Mist over the 
Mersey’.
 Next club night: 7pm Friday September 
12.
 Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance is welcome so long as it is 
acoustic.
 For further information, call Teddy or 
Spencer on 9574 4492.

the September long weekend at Coorinja 
Winery. 
 This year it coincides with the Toodyay 
Races once again so we are expecting an 
extra large number of visitors. 
 The call has gone out to all artists in the 
Toodyay and Avon Valley area to enter their 
work in the exhibition and we hope to attract 
not just paintings but all forms of artworks 
such as sculptures, ceramics, textile works 
and jewellery.
 The exhibition will open on Friday 
evening, September 26, and will continue 
over the long weekend. Entry forms are 
available from the Toodyay Library and LJ 
Hooker office. For more information, contact 
Margot Watkins or phone 0401 966 153 or 
drumree99@gmail.com.
 Arts Toodyay Inc. is a group of arts 
enthusiasts from the Toodyay area who meet 
to share their expertise and promote their 
work in the Toodyay area.
 Meetings are held at 8pm on the first 
Monday of each month at the Old Police 
Station in Duke Street North. New members 
are very welcome - Contact Clive 0401 966 
153 or at drumree99@gmail.com or come 
along to a meeting.

Haymes, he is the baker man,
Who makes the bread, you know, 
His cakes and scones and hot cross buns,
George makes them all from dough.

Bill Sinclair’s got promoted, sure,
He’s stock inspector now,
We’ll all shout Bill a good long one,
If we have a milking cow.

We all know Bill’s an honest man,
I’m sure he’ll do his best,
To save the Toodyay cattle,
From the dreaded rinderpest. 

Deacon is the paper man,
He sells all the news,
He has squeaking dolls and teddy bears,
And everything we use.

We have two barber’s shops in town,
Both run by sporting men,
They sometimes back a horse or two,
And sometimes get a win.

Doust, he keeps a big garage,
Now, Charlie is some swank, 
He owns a fine big motor car,
A petrol pump and tank.

Ray drives a Reo motor van,
Bance keeps the Corner Store,
Ruth Jones, she owns the pharmacy,
Sam Beach makes suits next door. 

When Boyle goes into Parliament, 
We’ll get a great surprise,
He’ll reduce the railway fares to Perth,
And Tom Stone will get a rise. 

Toodyay will be bonzer then,
We’ll all be going gay,
These things are sure to happen,
When Boyle’s an MLA.

When he dams the Avon River,
Toodyay will be cool and nice,
There’ll be bathing and boat racing,
And skating on the ice.

You will think you’re on the Zephyr,
When the breezes dash the foam, 
All the folk who live in Toodyay,
Never more will want to roam. 
Ted Brewis is a busy man,
Who minds our own co-op,
Now, Mr Editor, don’t you think,
It’s nearly time to stop?
I haven’t told you fairy tales,
Nor tales that are very tall,
The electric light is going out,
So good-night to you all.

FIRST PUBLISHED in The Toodyay Herald 
on 2 February 1924 and retrieved from the 
National Library of Australia’s Trove digital 
archives by Beth Frayne from the Toodyay 
Historical Society.
 Readers are invited to compose their 
own poems about today’s ‘Toodyay 
Heroes’ and email their contributions to 
news@toodyayherald.com.au for possible 
publication in next month’s Herald.

Shakespeare on Avon with twistSinging is the best medicine

VINO to run on race day

Who’s who in the Toodyay zoo
David Mitchell, Hannah Welburn rehearse

Toodyay Theatre Group – 
Lights, camera, action

HEAR ye, hear ye. 
 To all the good folks along the banks of 
the majestic Avon, Toodyay Theatre Group 
proudly presents Shakespeare with a Twist 
on Saturday August 9.
 Doors open 6pm at the Toodyay Memorial 
Hall in Stirling Terrace.
 This creative twist on a few classics is 
written and directed by Graham ‘Bozzy’ 
Boston and is sure to be an enjoyable night 
for all.
 Tickets are $30 and are now available from 
Makit Hardware. 
Tickets will include a delectable three 
course meal and of course, a show to be 
remembered.
 There will be drinks available from the bar 
so please note this is not a BYO event.
 This is a one night only show and tickets 
are selling fast, so make sure you get in 
quick.

Footloose auditions
Can you sing? Can you dance? Can you act? 
Do you want to fulfil your desire to be or 
stage? Or do you just want to be involved in 
this exciting musical? 
 Well then, Footloose is for you.
 The Toodyay Theatre Group are embarking 
on a journey to attract youthful members to 
our group, kick starting with a performance 
with youth as the stars.
 Auditions will be held on Tuesday August 
12 at the Toodyay Memorial Hall.
 All positions are up for grabs, including 
back stage and behind the scenes.
 We invite children and their parents to 
attend auditions from 5pm onwards, with 
adult auditions commencing at 7pm. 
 Please note that parents/guardians must 
attend auditions with anyone under 18.
 If you can’t make this date then we can still 
find a part for you. Please contact Tanya on 
0409 181 404
 Footloose will be performed over four 
nights, November 28 and 29 and December 
5 and 6.
 Everyone is welcome. It is sure to be a fun 
night.

mailto:drumree99@gmail.com
mailto:drumree99@gmail.com
mailto:news@toodyayherald.com.au
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TOODYAY 
NATURALISTS’ 
CLUB inc. 

       

& WHEATBELT NRM 
present 

 
BLACK COCKY SATURDAY 

& bird identification 

 SUNDAY 

                                                                                

in Association with birdlife WA 

Sat 9th & sun 10th august 2014 
enquiries to 

the toodyay naturalists’ club inc. 
phone 6364 3609 

email info@toodyaynats.org.au 

Toodyay Historical Society
Beth Frayne, Events Co-ordinator

Vale Kathy Robinson
TOODYAY Historical Society Committee 
member, Kathy Robinson, died on 9 June 
2014.
 Kathy and husband Peter (our current 
President) were first members of THS 
in 1999-2000, joining the Management 
Committee.
 In late 2007, after completing her term as 
Herald Editor, Kathy became our Treasurer, 
and Peter rejoined soon after.
 Kathy served as Treasurer until 2011, and 
remained on Committee until her death.
 Kathy’s contributions included attending 
planning days, writing submissions, 
organising excursions, working on garage 
sales, Antiques Road Shows, Moondyne 
Festival stalls, garage sales and the 2011 
Toodyay Pictures Exhibition.
 A recent contribution was spearheading the 
development of our new website.
 We will miss Kathy’s professionalism, 
enthusiasm and gaiety, and extend our 
condolences, sympathy and love to Peter and 
his family.
Toodyay’s women
June 2014 featured speaker: Shire Museum 
Curator Margie Eberle gave a fascinating 
lecture entitled ‘Not just barefoot and 
pregnant - but much, much more; searching 
for women’s stories in Toodyay, Western 
Australia.’ 
 Margie selected themes such as health, 
migration, and education and linked these 
to nine places along Stirling Terrace where 
women worked and contributed to the 
Toodyay community. 
 We enjoyed hearing about how, in 1923, 
The Toodyay Herald announced the arrival 
of ‘a real live lady chemist’.
 Ruth Jones was one of the state’s early 
female pharmacists.
Industrial sites tour
Our Sunday June 29 excursion was an 
Historic Industrial Sites tour, led by Jenny 
Edgecombe, visiting sites such as Gumley’s 
Toodyay Sawmill, the Industrial Extracts 
Factory, Clackline Refractories and the 
Wundowie Iron and Steel Industry, finishing 
up with lunch in the Wundowie area.
Raffle results
Many thanks to all who contributed to our 
early July raffle stall outside Toodyay IGA, 
including the donation of $50 of Scratchies 
from Lotterywest, and an embroidery from 
member Kaye Nielsen. The lucky winners 
were:  Scratchies: 1st prize ($50 worth): 
Jean and Don Carter, Blue ticket B94; 
2nd prize ($30 worth): Tania Harrison, 
Orange ticket B43; 3rd Prize ($20 worth): 
Rita Harrison, Red ticket C34. Framed 
Embroidery: Winner: Dale D’Antoine, Black 
ticket F71.
Wood brothers’ memories
July 2014 featured speakers: Secretary 
Desrae Clarke played a 1993 THS recording 
of brothers, the late Doug and Hector Wood 
of Coorinja Winery.
 Desrae spoke about the Toodyay wine and 
dried fruit industries. 
Other activities
We have been discussing preliminary 
website designs produced by our designer 
Guido Verschoor (Web’s Creative Studio), 
and the various heritage sites suggested for 
the Toodyay Community Garden.
Coming up
August’s featured speaker at August 20 
meeting (7pm, CWA Hall): Peter Robinson 
will show photographs of old buildings on the 
property ‘Doolgunna’, out of Meekatharra.
Free town heritage walk
On Sunday August 31, 10.30am - noon, Beth 
will lead her ‘Freemasons’ Block’ walk, 
telling little known stories about our heritage 
places in Charcoal Lane and Stirling Terrace. 
 Meet at the Toodyay Visitor Information 
Centre. All welcome.  
 For information or assistance related to 
the Toodyay Historical Society, contact 
Secretary Desrae Clarke, email: desraec@
westnet.com.au; President Peter Robinson, 
MOB 0407 928 500 or Committee member 
Beth Frayne, ph: 9574 5971. 
 Visit us at Donegan’s Cottage (in the 
Showgrounds); open every Thursday, 1pm 
- 3pm. Postal address: PO Box 32, Toodyay 
WA 6566.

Walking for wilderness
Buckland to Bungalbin 1861-2014

WALKING 400km in 12 days by pulling 
a cart from near Northam to past Southern 
Cross in mid-winter may not be everybody’s 
cup of tea but leading Toodyay land-carer 
Greg Warburton took it all in his stride last 
month.
 Greg was retracing the steps of WA’s   first 
expedition in 1861 from historic Buckland 
House in Irishtown to the Helena and Aurora 
Range, about 100km north-east of Southern 
Cross.
 Its European members were all young first-
generation settlers from the Toodyay district.
 Unoff ic ia l  expedi t ion leader  and 
amateur naturalist Charles Dempster was 
accompanied by his brother Andrew, Barnard 
Clarkson, Charles Harper Jnr and Correll, a 
Noongar man.
 In re-enacting their epic journey last 
month, Greg pulled a trolley loaded with 
supplies, water and equipment, and camped 
all the way.
 He encountered icy mornings and rain, and 
got a real sense of history by visiting many 
of the expedition campsites and historic 
features along the way.
 Greg, who is a Toodyay Naturalists’ Club 
member and WA Individual Landcarer Award 
winner, undertook the walk on behalf of the 
Helena Aurora Advocates group and the Club 
not only to commemorate the first expedition 
but also to draw attention to the threat of 
mining to this beautiful and unique area.

Heavily vegetated
 The Helena and Aurora Range is called 
Bungalbin by the local Kalamai Kapurn 
Indigenous people.
 The 1861 expedition trekked east along a 
route now near Great Eastern Highway and 
passed through wilderness country that they 
described as ‘heavily vegetated’.
 They travelled from one rocky outcrop 
to another seeking springs and water holes, 
and their journals recorded encounters with 
now-extinct wildlife such as the Pig-footed 
Bandicoot and Stick-Nest Rat.
 Their route took them past a chain of salt 
lakes to reach the Helena and Aurora Range 
which they named Mt Kennedy.

 Charles Harper noted not only the range’s 
beauty but its great variety of plants, and 
collected specimens for WA pioneer botanist 
and early Toodyay settler James Drummond.
 We now know some of those species occur 
nowhere else in the world.
 Harper also collected geological specimens 
– later identified as iron ore – describing the 
samples as ‘unknown to us’.
 The Dempster brothers later pioneered 
the Esperance district, Barnard Clarkson 
established his Mt Anderson farm in Toodyay 
and outstations as far east as the Yilgarn, 
and Charles Harper was the son of the Rev 
Charles Harper, the first Anglican minister 
in the Toodyay district.
 Charles Harper later built stations in the 
Murchison, embarked on pearling ventures 
in the North, established three newspapers 
– including The Western Mail – built 
Woodbridge House (now a National Trust 
property) and started Guildford Grammar 
School.
 All also became Members of Parliament at 
various times.

 A century and a half later, 95 percent of 
the native vegetation has been cleared for 
Wheatbelt farms.
 Rising salt has affected much of the land, 
wildlife is depleted and many species are 
now extinct.
 Average rainfall has declined and feral 
animals and weeds now dominate local eco-
systems.
 The Helena and Aurora Range is now under 
immediate threat of mining.
 Other Yilgarn Banded Ironstone hills 
with their unique landscape, heritage and 
Indigenous values have already been lost to 
mining.
 The once-spectacular Windarling Peak, 
only 50km from Helena and Aurora, is an 
example.
 Iron ore mining in the Yilgarn accounts for 
only two percent of WA iron ore production, 
with costs much higher than in the Pilbara.

Too much to lose
 Are we prepared to lose so much for 
such little gain? Would we allow the iconic 
Karijini National Park to be mined?
 Tourism in the Helena and Aurora Ranges 
could bring ongoing economic benefits and 
preserve this priceless natural asset for future 
generations to enjoy.
 A 2007 WA Environmental Protection 
Authority report described the range as a 
significant bio-diversity asset.
 “This Range should be protected as an 
A Class Nature Reserve for protection of 
the high concentrations of endemic rare 
flora and priority ecological communities; 
exceptional landforms; threatened fauna 
habitats; mature eucalypt woodlands and 
Aboriginal heritage,” the EPA said.  Groups 
such as the Wilderness Society and Helena 
and Aurora Range Advocates Inc. are 
campaigning to have the Range protected 
within a National Park.
 You  can  he lp  by  v i s i t ing  www.
helenaaurorarange.com.au and the Bungalbin 
section of the Wilderness Society website.

WA BUSH POETS President Bill Gordon 
visited Toodyay District High School last 
month to share some of his poetry with Years 
Six and Seven students.
 Bill has a wide variety of poems, ranging 
from the traditional poets such as Banjo 
Patterson through to current topics he has 
written about.
 These cover such subjects as bungee 
jumping to cleaning polluted dams (with a 
speedboat).
 It was very entertaining to see the students 
acting the characters in ‘A Bush Christening’.
 Bill also introduced the students to writing 
their own poem in the rhyming style of bush 
poetry.
 Each class wrote a poem to be presented 
to a school assembly.
 Bill will be back in Toodyay with fellow 
bush poets for the annual Bush Poets Festival 
and State Championships on the weekend of 
October 24-26.
  A family bush dance will be held on the 
night of Saturday October 25 featuring the 
Southern Cross Bush Band.

Farewell to
former 

Treasurer

Epic trek to pristine wilderness

Greg sets off with 400km to go

From Banjo to 
bungee jump

mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
http://www.helenaaurorarange.com.au
http://www.helenaaurorarange.com.au
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AvonLink Supporters Group

THE AVONLINK passenger train can take 
you farther than you might imagine with a 
visit to the WA Museum to see the exhibition 
‘Afghanistan: Hidden treasures from the 
national museum Kabul’.
 The exhibition showcases the fascinating 
ancient and modern history of Afghanistan.
 The Toodyay AvonLink Supporters Group 
have chosen this destination for their next 
educational excursion on Wednesday 27 
August 2014.
 The group will use public transport for a 
relaxing full day trip using the AvonLink 
passenger rail service from Toodyay. 
 The plan is to visit the museum in the 
morning and have free time in the afternoon 
to visit the WA Art Gallery or State Library, 
shop in the city, people watch, enjoy coffee 
with a friend, see a movie or do whatever 
pleases you.
 Total cost for the day will be about $75 for 
adults or $55 concession – and a bit more if 
you’re hungry.
 Do your own bookings and pay your own 
way. You are free to join in or go elsewhere 
at any point if you want.
 To book a place or get more information 
please phone Elvina on 9574 4784 or email 
mcfaul@westnet.com.au. 
 You can buy a ticket on the train (bring 
small change) or book online at www.
transwa.wa.gov.au or call 1300 662 205.
 More educational trips are planned, and 
ideas welcome for more group activities and 
events.
 Transwa is expected to announce new 
AvonLink timetables soon, and we will 
organise more events to promote new travel 
opportunities as they arise.

Country Women’s Association

PLANNING for this year’s CWA State 
Conference meant we had rather a long day 
at our last meeting on June 27.
 The first part of the day started at 11am 
with discussion and voting on Toodyay 
motions to go to the York conference, which 
was held July 21-24.
 Branches from across WA submitted 
a total of 31 motions, including the sale 
of rural properties to overseas investors, 
increasing the amount of the CWA Rural 
Dental Scholarship and the retention and 
upgrading of tier 3 rail lines, which private 
rail company Brookfield Rail closed in June 
despite a campaign by wheatbelt farmers to 
keep them open.
 The WA CWA has previously helped 
achieve reforms such as itemised telephone 
bills, safety grids inside all wheat bins 
and silos, and ‘use by’ date stamps on all 
perishable goods.
 After settling local state conference 
business, we settled down to a special lunch 
to celebrate our 87th birthday with State 
President Sarah Kenny and Faye Wilkinson 
as guests.
 After lunch, Toodyay CWA President 
Maxine Walker invited Mrs Kenny and 
veteran Toodyay CWA member Mavis 

Rowles to cut a scrumptious birthday cake.
 Mavis’ son and nephew and his wife 
arrived for the ceremony, which was kept 
secret from Mavis (we hope).

 Mrs Kenny then presented Mavis with a 
certificate for 60 years’ service to the CWA 
of WA, all with Toodyay Branch
 Mavis is a former office holder and now 
Entertainment Officer, in which she in the 
mainstay of joke-telling and a supreme quiz-
master.
 We are awed to think of the amount of 
money Mavis would have been helped raise 
for charity in 60 years.
 Other Toodyay organisations – including 
Red Hat and Toodyay Spinners – also benefit 
from Mavis’ involvement.
 Everyone wishes her continued good health 
and looks forward to the next quiz that she 
always provides for each meeting.
 She says they are ‘’so easy’’ but nobody 
ever seems to get a perfect score.
 The fun part of the day closed with a 
farewell to Mrs Kenny and Mrs Wilkinson 
before we turned to the business of the 
monthly meeting: finances, gutters and fire 
extinguishers.
 On July 7, seven Toodyay CWA members 
drove to Nungarin for that branch’s 90th 
birthday lunch.
 We congratulate Nungarin members for 
sustaining an active branch for so long.
 In her welcome speech, the Nungarin 
president reported that a recent local function 
had raised $1400 for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service, the major charity CWA has chosen 
for its 90th anniversary year fund-raising.
 In her congratulatory speech, Mrs Kenny 
thanked participants and said $60,000 had 
been raised so far.
 Our Monster White Elephant Sale will be 
held on Saturday August 9.
  Proceeds will go to Wheelchairs for Kids 
so clear out your White Elephants and/or 
come and buy and help a child keep up with 
their friends.
 Toodyay CWA meets at 1.30pm each fourth 
Thursday of the month unless otherwise 
advertised – the next meeting is on Thursday 
August 28.
 The CWA Hall is next to the Garden Centre 
in Stirling Terrace, with plenty of parking in 
Charcoal Lane.
 Hall bookings will be taken this year by 
Vivien Street on 9574 4871.

Toodyay YouthCARE Council
Vivienne Freeman
Secretary

ABOUT 100 people attended last month’s 
quiz night, making it a great success. 
 The wood raffle and proceeds from various 
quiz events raised us a total of $2277, with 
the winning table from YouthCARE in Perth.  
 They kindly donated back $160 to 
chaplaincy, and the wood raffle winner also 
donated their prize to a needy family.
 The RoadWise $200 prize was won by 
Desrae Clarke’s table, while many of us were 

surprised at how many road rule answers we 
were unable to get right.
 Thanks to sponsors RoadWise (Cliff 
Simpson), Peter Street, Mr & Mrs C. 
Brook, Home Hardware, Makit Hardware, 
SweetHearts Café, Brewbakers, The Cola 
Café, Toodyay Meats, Graham Freeman, 
The Stable Liquor Store, The Victoria 
Hotel, Wendouree Tea Rooms, Coondle Fire 
Brigade and Toodyay Baptist Church.
 A certificate of appreciation for their 
posters and advertising was presented to art 
teacher Gabriele Elkins and her students at 
last terms’ final assembly.

From Toodyay 
to Afghanistan 

and back –
for only $55

Amazing Mavis keeps ’em rolling in the aisles

Road rules stump quiz tables

Mavis Rowles honoured for 60 years’ service

mailto:mcfaul@westnet.com.au
http://www.transwa.wa.gov.au
http://www.transwa.wa.gov.au
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You’ve Drenched, Joined and Scanned... 
Who’s doing your Marking?

Call Rat at Rodential Pasture Solutions 
now to secure your place for this year’s 
Marking and Mulesing.

Competitive rates, clean service and the 
best gear to do the job right.

Jordan (Rat) White: 0427 795 644
or jordan.rat.white@gmail.com

M GARKIN
AND

ULESIN

RODENTIAL PASTURE SOLUTIONS

I & R REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES

All types of Building repairs

• Carpentry
• Glass repairs
• Screen doors and flyscreen repairs
• Water collection repairs (gutters, downpipes etc)
• Asbestos removal (Lic No. WARL01)
• Roof repairs (inc harness points)
• Yard and property clean ups

“All areas”
Contact Ross for all repairs

Office 9574 4019 or 0418 941 680 mobile
Email: irrepairsmaintenance@iinet.net.au

ABN 38433894229
Your local repairer for 10 years

For your rural, business 
and individual taxation and 

fi nancial solutions

210 Fitzgerald St, Northam

Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577

Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

Avon Woodturners

Firstly, thank you to all who bought tickets 
for our wood raffle and a bigger thank you 
to those who simply donated a handful of 
change without buying a ticket. 
 Your support of the Avon Woodturners is 
much appreciated. The funds raised will be 
going into the fit-out of our new premises 
at the Community Depot (next to the Shire 
Works Depot for those of you wondering 
where that is).
 The woodturners have been quite busy 
apart from the raffle. Two members have 
been attending the monthly weekend 
workshops organised by other woodturning 
groups – the latest being a trip to Dardanup 
to visit the Bunbury Woodturners on July 26. 
 The weather made driving unpleasant but 
the hot soup and plentiful cups of tea were 
welcome after a long drive down. 
 As is usually the case, lots of interesting 
information was brought back for discussion. 

Moondyne Festival Committee

IN KEEPING with the new 2015 Moondyne 
committee’s vision of sharing the history 
of Toodyay through theatre, music and 
food and making it a day of ‘historical 
and hysterical’ fun for everyone, local and 
visitor alike we are desperately seeking:

• pioneer clothing;
• pioneer machinery;
• a penny farthing bike – and someone 

willing to ride it;
• examples of pioneer crafts (perhaps 

hiding in cupboards);
• and we invite the wonderful seamstresses 

in town to make pioneer clothing for 
adults and children, patterns for pioneer 
police uniforms, hats, especially top 
hats;

• We would love to be trusted with 
photographs of your forefathers so 
we can display them with pride, and 
we would love to find a storyteller 
able to tell the rich history of Toodyay 
anecdotally – and in particular to be 
able to share these stories with the 
children.

• We need someone within the town or 
district who may have a horse and cart 
and be willing to spend the day taking 

Provisional Probus Club of Toodyay

THE CONNECTIONS between world 
population growth and food supplies 
– and the importance of agricultural 
sustainability and supply co-ordination 
– was the subject of last month’s guest 
speaker, Dr Christine Storer from Muresk 
Institute.
 She also discussed the connection 
between world food prices and population 
stability, and world food production 
against its nutritional value.
 She described the importance of good 
agricultural business practice and the 
need for specifically designed educational 
programs to cater for the growing and 
diverse needs of this industry.
 She provided insight into the running 
of the Muresk Agricultural Institute in 
Northam, its connections with Charles 
Sturt University, Northam’s CY O’Connor 
Institute and local high schools.
 She explained the educational levels that 
are required to enrol in Muresk’s Bachelor 
of Agricultural Business Management 
course and gave insight into student life.
 It was interesting to hear about the 
future and the excellent and varied job 
opportunities for people wanting to work 
in agriculture.
 Probus members had the chance to ask 
questions and voice their thoughts. The 
presentation was informative, interesting 
and appropriate for the times in which we 
live.
 An enthusiastic group of 15 members 
and friends visited Northam on the 
Community Bus and after a visit to the 
Northam Visitors Centre, our guide from 
the local tourist office joined the group 
for a bus tour around Northam.
 It encompassed many historic buildings 
and beautiful old homes built in the 1890s 
and early 1900s at the eastern end of town.
 Northam’s rich history as a major 
agricultural, railway and commercial 
centre included stories of the Lockyer, 
Byfield, Throssell and Mitchell families. 
 After visiting the Old Railway Station 
Museum, we drove to the Grass Valley 
Tavern for a lovely “Christmas in July” 
lunch.
 We also visited Morby Cottage in 
Katrine on the way back.
 Built in 1836 by Northam’s founder, 
John Morrell, this lovingly maintained 
building is thought to be one of three of 
the oldest remaining pioneer buildings 
and provides a fascinating insight into 
early settler life.
 The day was thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone and we thanked our organiser 
John for his fine effort.
 Our next meeting is at 7pm on Tuesday 
August 12 in the Toodyay Community 
Centre when our next guest speakers will 
take us on a trip to Alaska.
 Our next outing is to be arranged – 
watch this space.
 To join Probus, contact John on 9574 
2339 or Jan on 9574 5315.

folk to and from various events.
• We need someone within the district 

who would be willing to bring hay bales 
in for the day – for people to sit on up 
and down the street, and to create an 
interesting maze for the children. 

• We need a young lassie looking for 
fame and willing to act the part of 
Louisa, Moondyne Joe’s bride to be.

• Because our vision is to make this a 
fun day, especially for the children, 
in ways reminiscent of times gone by, 
we’re seeking many gumboots for the 
Gumboot Rally, hard-boiled eggs for 
the Egg and Spoon Races, and sacks for 
the sack races, and… watch this space.

• Do we have budding chefs amongst our 
young people who would be willing 
to bring along a pioneer recipe and 
make it on the day? We could provide 
a large stall and there would be a prize 

for the best.
 As you can see folks, we’re asking you 
all to become engaged and participate in 
making the next Moondyne Festival one 
that will be enjoyed and remembered by 
all.
 Usually this task is done by a small group 
of dedicated people who are often limited 
in time, numbers and energy. 
 But, what we’d now love to see is all the 
mums, dads, children, grandparents, all 
our local businesses and others to come 
forward and share your ideas with us. 
 If you have a special thought or 
contribution that could help make this a 
roaring success, we would welcome you 
with open arms.
 For anything related to the new look 
Moondyne Festival, please ring Secretary 
Di Roberts on 9574 2498 or email 
roberts138@bigpond.com.

 These workshops are a good way of 
catching up with woodturners from other 
groups from country and metro areas.
 Another event is the annual Wood Show at 
Claremont Showgrounds and one member 
will have done a turn on duty at the Western 
Australian Woodturners Association display. 
 The Avon Woodturners have provided a 
number of items created by our members for 
display at the Wood Show. 
 These ranged from simple things like bowls 
and garden dibbers through to one of the 
spinning wheels produced collaboratively 
two years ago. Each woodturning group 
supplied items for a large display to showcase 
our craft to the visitors of the Wood Show. 
 Also part of the display was a video of 
segments taken in the workshops of each 
group showing members working on their 
projects.
 Our Annual General Meeting was held on 
July 27. After three years in the position, 
Andrew McCann has stepped down as 
convenor and David Doye has been elected 
as the new convenor. Andrea McCandlish 
continues as secretary.
 In his report, Andrew thanked everyone for 
their support and efforts throughout the year, 
saying that the group was in a good financial 
position in preparation for the move to new 
premises. A short general meeting was held 
immediately after the AGM at which the 
subject of our new club shirts was discussed. 
Hopefully, these will be ready in the next 
week or so.
 There are discussions under way that may 
result in some of our members joining the 
Swan Woodturners to demonstrate at the 
Royal Show. That will be quickly followed 
by the Toodyay Show. Doesn’t time fly.
 Presently, the Avon Woodturners are 
meeting only on Sunday mornings, 9am to 
noon, in the Wool Pavilion at the Toodyay 
Showgrounds. 
 Visitors are welcome and anyone thinking 
about joining us can get more information 
on the spot. We hope to resume Wednesday 
mornings later in the year.
 Please drive safely and don’t drive tired.

‘Historical, hysterical’ Moondyne plan

Wood raffle raises funds 
for new depot premises

Global issues 
linked to local 

farms
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Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)
Phone: 9622 8037

Mob: 0438 919 932

News from Bolgart and 
surrounding areas
Doris Martin

THE DEATHS of several former local 
residents made July a sad month.
 I somehow missed the death of Peter 
Kenneth Lee, who passed away on May 19 
aged 84 years.
  Peter was the son of the late Sidney Gerald 
(Peter) Lee and Muriel Shepley (nee Walker).
 Peter was a mechanic in the Toodyay area 
for many years and later in Perth.
 He married Shirley (nee Stokes) and they 
had two daughters, Carolynne and Robyn. 
 Sympathy is extended to Shirley and family 
members in their sad loss.
 We also extend sympathy to the family 
of Vernon John Chitty. Vernon was the son 
of the late Lewis Samuel Chitty and Muriel 
Delia Chitty (nee Lucas).
 For many years Vern lived in the Toodyay 
area where his three children by his first 
marriage began their schooling.
 Later he moved south and eventually to 
Tasmania, where he died on June 27 at age 
76 years.
 Vernon is survived by his wife Pauline 
and three children, Ashley, Stephen and 
Penelope, and seven grandchildren.
 Sympathy is also extended to Vernon’s 

Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts

WHAT does one say when the school 
holidays are on and many of the grandparents 
who live in Toodyay, have a visit for a day 
or a few days.  
 They love it, but they also see their children 
and the grandies going home reminiscing of 
those times so precious.  
 How lucky are we to have our children come 
and visit and to also have the opportunity of 
taking the grandies to share with  the Bus 
the special Mini Railway, to let them sit 
in the railway carriages, hear the engines 
roaring (tongue in cheek) but to feel the wind 
gushing through the travels of the railway 
engines.  

Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood

THE Toodyay Miniature Railway AGM 
resulted in all positions remaining the same. 
 The President’s Report was as follows:
Last year could be called our year of 
consolidation. Our major capital works are 
mostly completed: the station extension, 
the loco shed and access track, camera 
surveillance and signal box including 
extending under-ground power.
 Our club heroes this year include Vern 
who has been tireless on track maintenance 
and wild oats control. More recently he has 
been single minded in his efforts to complete 
“Eric” – his new love child.
 Len Toms and Stan Eastwood have 
designed and built our signals and points 
system. Our trained signal men have achieved 
a level of competence and confidence and 
our passengers are very impressed with the 
display of red and green lights. Stan and 
another Len, Len Anderson, have installed 
our surveillance cameras.
 June continues to hold the attention of the 
Herald readers.
 Phil has kept us solvent and maintained an 
amicable relationship with the auditor and 
the bank despite profligate habits of club 
members.
 Our loco shed runs the risk of being turned 
into an intensive care ward. Smoky’s timing 
valves need fine tuning, “Nuff Puff” needs 
an arterial repair, “Shandy” awaits a new 
boiler; “Electron” needs an overhaul; and 
“Avon-blink” needs to be reassembled. Is 
this the real reason for “Eric”, Graham?
 Late news – Shandy’s new boiler is in the 
capable hands of Kentin Engineering.
 Readers may remember Vern was very 
nearly felled by a gum tree which he and Stan 
subsequently cut into lengths for Vern’s fire.  
 Before Vern returned to load up, two white 
vehicles were reported to have  swooped in 
and absconded with the wood.  Not nice was 
it.
 On a happier note, Vern’s “Eric” has 
undergone trials and will soon be resplendent 
in a bright livery so taking the load of its 
elderly small brother “Percy”.

Toodyay Spinners 
Ange Sturman

TOODYAY Spinners did well at the WA 
Alpaca Colourbration Show at Claremont 
Showgrounds last month.
 Bernice won prizes for a knitted jumper, a 
crocheted poncho, child’s dress and several 
skeins of spun alpaca.
 In a busy month for spinning, Elaine made 
some colourful bed-socks from wool she had 
spun.
 Lois knitted a child’s jumper while Ange 
spun some skeins of variegated wool 
(Autumn Dusk).
 The Spinning Group meets every 
Wednesday 9am to noon at Parker’s Cottage 

Bolgart loses several favourite sons
brother Lawrie, sister-in-law Maureen Chitty 
and family members.
 Another member from a long line of early 
descendants from the Toodyay area who has 
recently left us is Ian Hubert Lee, son of the 
late Hubert Augustus Lee and Frances Mary 
Lee (nee Dunning).
 Ian was 71 at the time of his death and 
sympathy is extended to his wife, Lorraine, 
and family, and also extended family 
members from Toodyay and beyond.
 Farewell also to Donald Terrence Young, 
aged 46 years, who was a fifth generation 
descendant of the Syred family and son of 
Terrence Francis Young and Jennifer (nee 
Cornell).
 Calingiri residents are saddened by his loss, 
and sympathy is extended to Leanne, family 
and all extended family members.
 The Bolgart district has also been saddened 
with the death of Mrs Non Meston, a one-
time resident of the area who at the time of 
her passing was living at Ardross.
 Non was the widow of late John Meston of 
Bolgart and mother of Jock and Tony who 
both attended Bolgart School many years 
ago.
 A service for Non was held at Fremantle 
Cemetery last month. Sympathy is extended 
to family members and also to relatives here 
in Bolgart and beyond.
 The Victoria Plains Shire Council has 

been discussing the introduction of kerbside 
recycling bins throughout the Shire after a 
three-year trial in the Calingiri townsite.
  The suggestion is that recycling be collected 
fortnightly.
 For some time, Bolgart has operated a 
recycling collection point in a local shed.
 Recyclable material has been taken to 
Goomalling with proceeds going to the P&C 
– a really useful amount of money.
 Parents of school students worked on a 
monthly roster to keep the shed tidy, and 
those with trucks carted items to Goomalling 
once the shed was full.
 It was more awkward in summer months 
when farmers needed their trucks for grain 
cartage and other work and, unfortunately, 
the task seemed to fall on just a few 
individuals.
 I for one will be sorry to see it go if it comes 
to that because I doubt the small amount 
of suitable recycling material that most of 
pensioners (especially single pensioners) 
accumulate would not come anywhere near 
filling a bin in a fortnight.
 Now that Goomalling road has bitumen to 
the outer boundary that belongs to Victoria 
Plains, I am looking forward to when the 
widening of the older section of this road 
will take place, as it really is quite narrow.
 Still, it is a lot better than before and we 
must be thankful for that.

 How does this relate to the Bus? Well, it 
really does, because our Cheeky Bus realises 
that if we don’t share with our family, our 
Community and beyond, then we will not be 
achieving.  
 Our Cheeky Bus is an icon. It is an integral 
part of our Community, and if we cannot rely 
upon this Bus to give to each and everyone 
of our Community, then the Bus would not 
achieve. However, our bus has achieved, and 
will continue to give to our special people 
the love and care and enjoyment of sitting 
on the seats with a smile and gladness in the 
hearts of all that share and will continue to 
share.  
 Must tell you we have had the bestest 

month in July for bookings, (she has been 
shampooed and polished after so much 
work), so thank you all who have hired the 
Bus. You do us proud and we hope you will 
continue to share with us.
 Emotive, I believe so, but talk to those who 
have been on the Bus, be it for the Autumn 
Club, the Shire, the Wheatbelt Basketballers, 
our local School, and other special ones. 
Each and everyone feel that we have a 
“winner” here, so let us continue to have that 
“winner” and enjoy each and every time you 
enter the Bus. There is a special message to 
each and everyone, “Welcome, may your day 
be as special as mine is with you”.
 Happy days.

Eric back on 
track but not 

Nuff Puff

Felting group back in action
at Toodyay Showgrounds, and every third 
Saturday of the month at the same venue. 
 For further information about Toodyay 
Spinners, please contact Secretary Ange 
Sturman on 9574 2507 or President Gretta 
Sauta on 9574 2868.
 New members welcome – no experience 
necessary. 
 Our Felting Group has re-started at a new 
time and now meets on the first Monday 
of each month from noon to 3pm, also at 
Parkers’ Cottage.
 Felting Group contacts are: Jan Manning 
9574 5619 and Jenny Cornwall 9574 5978.
 The Toodyay Spinners Annual General 
Meeting will be held at 9am on Wednesday 
August 20 at Parker’s Cottage.

Cheeky Bus loves seeing the grandies

Elaine’s colourful bed socks

Bernice’s crocheted child’s dress

Bernice’s poncho


