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SPECIAL EDITION
“In the face of this tragedy, it 
has been heartening to see 

how the community has come 
together to help each other.  

In a close knit community such 
as Toodyay, your neighbours 
are also your friends and the 
source of solace and support 

for recovery and resilience.”

- Prime Minister Kevin Rudd

“It was through this tragedy 
...that we saw Toodyay come 

to epitomise the true 
character of our nation. 

  I admire the spirit of the 
community and our State by 
rallying around the town and 

showing everyone the true 
Australian spirit - reacting to 

adversity, helping each other 
and getting on with the job.”

- Premier Colin Barnett
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MESSAGE REQUEST FOR TOODYAY HERALD  
 
The bushfires that tore through Toodyay and surrounds in late December did 
immeasurable damage, not just to property and homes, but to the aspirations and 
dreams of so many people.  Like all Australians, I have been impressed by the 
resolve and dignity of the people affected, despite the losses they have suffered as a 
result of these fires.   
 
In the face of this tragedy, it has been heartening to see how the community has 
come together to help each other.  In a close-knit community such as Toodyay, your 
neighbours are also your friends and the source of solace and support for recovery 
and resilience.   
 
The selfless efforts of firefighters and volunteers deserve a special mention and 
thanks.  These brave people worked through the night to contain the fires, and 
without their efforts the devastation could have been far worse.  
 
I wish the people affected by the fires the very best for the future as they rebuild their 
lives.   
 

 
 
The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP 
Prime Minister of Australia 
 
 

From the Premier
As a part time resident of Toodyay I feel close 
to the community and was, like all Western 
Australians, stunned by the sudden and 
devastating impact of the fire. It was through 
this tragedy where thankfully no lives were 
lost but 38 homes were destroyed, that we saw 
Toodyay come to epitomise the true character 
of our nation. 
  I admire the spirit of the community and our 
State by rallying around the town and showing 
everyone the true Australian spirit - reacting 
to adversity, helping each other and getting on 
with the job.
  We saw it in the firefighters, the police, the 
welfare workers, the volunteers, people who 
have donated food, clothes and money. We 
continue to see it in the very people who 
lost their homes who were worried more 
about their pets than their possessions. These 
people have scrubbed themselves off and in 
the best of the Australian spirit have set about 
rebuilding the community. 
  We had a very serious situation that was dealt 
with effectively by our emergency services 
groups and my sincere thanks go towards 
those men and women who coordinated the 
extinguishing of the fire and management of 
a range of agencies. 
  The State Government was pleased to be able 
to help provide up to $3,000 paid to everyone 
who, in some instances, had lost all their 
possessions. The government’s actions have 
since been boosted by the broader community 
with many fundraising events and donations 
raising hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
  Beyond the excellent work done by 
emergency services staff and volunteers the 
less-noticeable and often unreported efforts 
that help make a difference to the community 
in a situation like these fires should be 
recognised.
  For example, at the time of the fire the 
Department for Child Protection helped 
provide shelter and blankets. The Water 
Corporation was involved in several ways. 
It provided 10,000 bottles of water for 
firefighters and evacuees, a 25,000 litre water 
tanker for drinking water and fire-fighting 
purposes and a mobile diesel trailer to enable 
fire-fighting vehicles to be refueled at the fire 
front.
  I thank all the people involved and I look 
forward to helping rebuild the community.

COLIN BARNETT - PREMIER

Shire 
President’s Report

IN last month’s report I spoke of how 
fortunate we are in Toodyay to have so 
many dedicated volunteers and people 
who are committed to our community.  
This month, in tragic and disastrous 
circumstances, our community have 
risen to the challenge and proven how 
right I am.
  In the midst of this disaster in which 
so many of our friends and neighbours 
have lost so much, we can take pride in 
ourselves and each other that we can pull 
together and rely on each other to battle 
our way through these challenges and 
triumph as a community, in the face of 
adversity.
  There are so many organisations and 
people that have worked together that 
I cannot name them all.  But one group 
must stand out as it is their courage in the 
face of personal danger that prevented an 
even greater disaster and the loss of life – 
that is our fire fighters.  On behalf of the 
Shire of Toodyay, I thank you.
  We as a community will face the ongoing 
and prolonged consequences of this 
disaster.  The recovery process will raise 
many more challenges for the people 
directly affected, those individuals and 
organisations that have responsibilities 

in the recovery process, volunteers 
that are giving freely of their times and 
other resources to assist, and I’m sure, 
to others.  They will need our ongoing 
support.
  Council’s responsibility will be to 
examine how the Shire of Toodyay can 
improve our policies and procedures help 
prevent any future disasters of this scale.  
We must examine our planning and other 
other policies to improve fire safety for 
property and lives.  We must continue 
and expand lobbying of appropriate 
authorities and members of parliament 
to improve power infrastructure (if that 
in fact is the cause of the recent fires) 
to prevent further incidents of this 
nature.  We must also improve all of 
our emergency management procedures 
to respond to bush fires and other 
identifiable risks within the Shire.
  It is of course necessary to carry on 
with all the other ‘routine’ tasks of local 
government and I am confident that 
the Shire of Toodyay has the ability to 
do just that.  We are still faced with the 
‘threat’ of amalgamation and further 
discussions with the Department of 
Local Government and other local 
governments are scheduled for February.  
The recreation strategy is still a matter 
to be resolved and of course the staff are 
still expected to process building and 
planning applications and the myriad 
other jobs that make our lives liveable.
  Out of all of this we are stronger, closer, 
and wiser than we were before.  If the 
Phoenix can rise from the ashes reborn, 
so can Toodyay.

Chris Firns
 

From the 
Toodyay Bush Fire 
Recovery Coordinator

This crisis has once again shown 
that we live in a very special 
community.

The way our community has come 
together to give support and 
strength to each other in so many 
ways has been the beauty that has 
come out of the heartache.

I have been humbled and 
strengthened by all of your car-
ing, generosity and love for your 
community and each other.

A month on from the fire, we 
have seen donations delivered to 
affecteed properties, power and 
phone restored to the properties, 
roofs cleaned of any fire fighting 
foam, tanks flushed and filled with 
potable water, then we started on 
the cleanup, followed by demolition 
teams.

There are still tree stumps burning a 
month later but fence lines are being 
surveyed, ready for fencing on road 
boundaries.  Seven kilometres of 
fencing is already underway along 
the railway line to keep stock in.

We are now dealing finally with 
smaller issues, have set up a web-
site and will go into the next phase 
of recovery.  

If you need help, phone the 
Recovery office on 9574 4621.

Lastly, I would like to thank our 
firefighters.  On behalf of the 
Recovery Committee and the com-
munity, I wish to thank you.

Thank you, Toodyay.

Charlie Wroth
www.bushfirerecovery.com.au
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NEXT SURVIVOR DINNER
If you will be attending the next dinner on 
a Tuesday at 6.30 for 7pm, please contact 
Rosemary or anyone at the Food Distribu-
tion Desk on 0409 609 037.

NEED A FEW DAYS AWAY?
The Benedictine Community at New 
Norcia are offering up to three night’s 
accommodation.

FROM THE FACEBOOK PAGE
There are a heap of school items which 
have been donated for children return-
ing to school. If you need pens, pencils, 
rulers, erasers etc check with the ‘shop’ or 
the computers desk.
 Craft groups in Perth are organising 
supplies for those who lost their own 
supplies. She is looking to brink yarn, 
needles, crochet hooks, fabric, paper crafts, 
threads, Aida cloth, scissors etc. and will 
bring them up around week 2 of the new 
school term. If you have a special request, 
see either Julia or Kathy on the computers 
desk.
 There will be a Toodyay Bushfire Appeal 
Concert featuring Daryl Braithwaite at the 
Avon Bridge Hotel in Northam on 6th Feb-
ruary from 6pm to late. Why not get a group 
together for a great night out?  Check out the 
events on the back page of this edition.

GOVERNMENT HELP
There are some information pages from 
the ATO for people affected by natural 
disasters. This is especially helpful for those 
who are due to submit their GST forms. Cop-
ies are on the table in the centre of the room.
 If you need to contact Judi Moylan 
directly, her office number is 9294 3222 
and her mobile is 0417 270 393 and she 
is happy to talk to anyone needs help. 
Conrad Natoli, who is Judi’s assistant can be 
contacted on 0438 628 518 
 There is an emergency support informa-
tion line – 1800 806 218. The contact Liai-
son Officer is Loretta Bishop-Spalding on 
(08) 7422 2536.

THE RECOVERY SHOP
The shop in the hall will be open from 9am to 
5pm daily except Sundays. Vouchers are being 
created for each person as they come in to 
replenish their supplies. This will enable 
us to help you better.  Please see anyone at 
the desk on stage regarding obtaining your 
voucher.
 There will be sandwiches and snacks 
available at the Hall.  Hot and cold drinks 
and snacks are available from the bar area. 
We now have freezers full of red meats, fish 
and chicken products. There is a variety of 
fruit and vegetables. There is a good supply 
of breakfast cereal, personal care products 
and many canned goods.

CENTRELINK
A staff member will be at the hall every 
Friday.  The Northam office is open from 
8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday. If you 
would like to talk to a Social Worker, you 
can call 180 2266 to talk to one, or you can 
arrange a face to face meeting if you prefer. A 
Social Worker is in the Northam office 
every Tuesday.
 Centrelink can help you make a claim 
for Federal financial assistance, and assist 
with identity papers. Contact them on 180 
2266. Forms that need to be submitted to 
Centrelink can be faxed from the Telecentre 
(open noon to 5pm Monday to Friday.)

DCP
DCP will advise at the next Community 
Meeting when there will be someone in the 
hall. They can provide paperwork to expe-
dite getting copies of birth and marriage 
certificates. These replacement certificates 
will be provided free of charge.  Application 
for replacement passports can also be made 
through DCP.
 DCP are offering counselling for those 
who feel the need to talk to someone about 
anything they wish to talk about. 

RED CROSS
Red Cross will continue to visit you this 
week to check on how you’re going. They 
will reassess the community’s needs at the 
end of this week.  They have information 
packs available and team members in the 
hall. If you know of friends or neighbours 
who you feel could benefit from speaking 
to Red Cross, could you please give a name 
and address to the Red Cross member in the 
hall. 

SALVATION ARMY
The Salvation Army will have a full time 
presence in the hall from now on as well 
as members undertaking outreach in the 
affected areas. The Chaplain will also be 
here.

WHEATBELT GP NETWORK
The Wheatbelt GP Network have had two 
counsellors in the hall. From the second 
week of February to the end of May there 
will be one counsellor full time funded by 
DOHA/Toodyay Active Response. A regis-
tered psychologist, Warren Blackman, who 
works for the Wheatbelt Support Services. 
The Manager Heidi Kleinschmidt will re-
main the overview co-coordinator working 
closely with DCP, Red Cross and Salvation 
Army. She can be contacted on 0427 199 
528 or 9622 5539 if you have any queries.

RECOVERY TEAM
The recovery team will be in the hall at 
the next meeting when they will reassess 
their hours. They still have plenty of fam-
ily passes to Hilary’s Boat Harbour Great 
Escape Adventure Park for families in the 
fire affected area. There are generators still 
available for use. If you do not require 
a generator any more, please notify the 
recovery desk and they will arrange to have 
it collected from your property. 
 The hire of generators is free to ALL 
affected property owners. Contact the Re-
covery Desk.

WESTERN POWER
Please ensure your contractor contacts West-
ern Power when he has finished work and 
you are ready to be reconnected.
 Claim forms for Western Power are avail-
able at the Visitor Centre and from the desk 
in the hall. There is no restriction on the 
amount of power that you use on your prop-
erties.
 If you have any problems call FAULT RE-
PORTS on 13 13 51. General enquiries: 13 
10 87.

RELIEF FUNDS
The Lord Mayor Relief Fund has commenced 
and all inquiries should be directed to the 
Shire office. They are open between 8.30am 
and 4.30pm weekdays. If you haven’t ap-
plied for immediate financial assistance yet, 
please speak with DCP.  If you don’t meet 
the criteria there is assistance available from 

other sources. You have up to six months to 
apply for this financial assistance.
 ANZ Bank has an assistance package for 
customers affected by the fire. Further de-
tails are on the notice board in the middle of 
the hall.

TELSTRA 
Telstra have now run temporary lines and 
have satisfied all callouts for re-connection. 
Please advise Telstra on 13 22 00 if you have 
any problems.

CLEANUP
There will be two dump sites for tree clean 
up. One is on Folewood Road at the last 
driveway on the left on the River Road end 
and the other one is on Justin Dunnings 
property, the driveway is opposite Race-
course entrance on Racecourse Road.
 All other rubbish goes to the transfer sta-
tion including steel, bricks and car bodies.  
This will be received free of charge and no 
tip pass will be required.  Please do not crush 
or dismantle car bodies on your property as 
there is the danger of oil contamination. 
Also, before car bodies are collected, make 
sure you take the license plates off them to 
hand back to the Shire, or somewhere down 
the track you will get a fine for not handing 
in expired plates.
 Wheelie bins have been delivered to the 
affected properties and skip bins are being 
delivered free of charge to damaged proper-
ties as they are requested. If you need your 
bin picked up, please contact the recovery 
desk.
 Fencing contractors have begun and are 
working along the Railway line.

AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT
The burned ground has a crust on it. Where 
ever possible, try not to disturb this crust 
as it is protecting the topsoil underneath. If 
you have stock to feed, try to create a small 
feedlot area to preserve the rest of your 
land. Where possible, try to have your stock 
housed elsewhere so that is one thing less for 
you to worry about.  
 If you have trees or shrubs that you are 
watering, place some mulch or hay around 
them to preserve the crust and help prevent 
evaporation. It is a good idea to mark the 
bushes in some way (different coloured plas-
tic ribbon etc) to show which days they have 
been watered.
 If you have logs still smoking or burning, 
leave them to burn out. They are safe when 
they are on burned ground. Unburned wood 
should be left in place until there has been 
some rain and a covering will protect the 
soil. If you have any queries, phone Harry 
on 9690 2000.

POLICE
If you have any concerns, contact the police 
station on 9574 2212.

WATER
FREE Supplies of bottled water are avail-
able at the Racecourse with no restriction 
on the amount that can be taken. Adequate 
supplies also at the Food Distribution centre 
at the hall.
 Up to a total of 92,000 litres of water can 
be supplied free of charge to affected prop-
erties. Please contact the recovery desk re-
garding this. Local water contractors have 
been contracted by the Shire to supply wa-
ter free of charge to affected regions. Please 
contact the recovery desk to arrange cartage 
delivery to your property. 

 A 1000 litre potable water carrier is now 
in the affected area and this is available to 
deliver water to your containers. Contact 
the recovery desk on 0409 594 321 to ar-
range delivery. A tank is also on the corner 
of Sandplain and Folewood Roads to supply 
water needs in that area. 

LIVESTOCK FEED
There are good supplies of stock feed avail-
able from the Racecourse. Christine Maroni 
is still feeding, watering and checking on 
any animals still on properties. Feed can 
be picked up between 10am to 11am by ap-
pointment. Contact the rangers at the shire 
office.

INSURANCE MATTERS
For any small business insurance concerns, 
please contact Laurie Ratz on 0418 640 391.

KLEENHEAT GAS
Kleenheat will inspect all gas bottles free 
of charge in conjunction with Hills Gas and 
remove and replace if necessary. Please do 
not dispose of your gas bottles. This will be 
done for you. 

HOUSING
Houses and caravans have been offered both 
short and long term and more are needed. If 
you are still in need of either short term or 
long term accommodation, please contact 
DCP or the recovery team.

PAVMART
A load of new and good furniture has arrived 
at the showgrounds. If you are in need of fur-
niture, please see the team down there.

EVIDENCE OF DAMAGE
There is a volunteer photographer available 
to record damage. Please contact the Recov-
ery Desk if you would like to use this ser-
vice. 

TREES
As people are now returning to their prop-
erties we are being alerted to the situation 
of many fallen and/or dangerous trees. A list 
of contractors is available at the Recovery 
Desk.
 Any tree which is a potential risk in falling 
onto power poles will be dealt with by West-
ern Power. Any trees fallen across bound-
aries to public roads will be dealt with by 
FESA and you can register with the Recov-
ery Desk to have this dealt with.
 Tree inspections by qualified Arborists are 
now being done. Contractors are in place to 
deal with those trees deemed to be a risk to 
the public.
 A list of fire retardant trees and plants are 
on the desk in front of the notice board.
 Don’t use mulch from Eucalyptus trees 
anywhere except on native plants. The oils 
and tannin from this mulch will damage oth-
er annuals or perennials. 

FENCING
If you are interested in having your fenc-
es rebuilt by volunteers or would like to 
volunteer to help rebuild fences please con-
tact Joshua Jackson on 0408 494 418.  If 
there is enough interest we will be able to 
get the fencing equipment which was used 
in Victoria sent over.

Thank you to Kathy Robinson for collating 
and distributing this information. 



Bushfire threat not 
over yet 

PEOPLE living in or near bushland who 
have not yet developed a bushfire survival 
plan are reminded that Western Australia’s 
bushfire season is well underway. 
 FESA Chief Operations Officer Craig 
Hynes said some people were still not 
prepared for bushfires despite seeing the 
devastating effect of several big fires in 
the past month including Toodyay that 
destroyed 38 homes. 
 “Do not underestimate the physical and 
emotional stress of being in a bushfire with 
radiant heat, smoke, noise and burning 
embers flying around,” Mr Hynes said. 
 “If you haven’t already done so you need 
to develop a bushfire survival plan now to 
help you take action and avoid making last 
minute decisions that could prove deadly 
during a bushfire.”
 When developing your plan decide if 
you and your family will leave for a safer 
place, which may be to relocate to family 
or friends, or stay to actively defend your 
home. 
 “Your plan should cover a range of 
situations you may be faced with and what 
you will do if things go wrong,” Mr Hynes 
said. 
 “You should prepare your home to survive 
the fire front, even if your plan is to leave.
 “Walk around your property and imagine 
a bushfire is approaching, identify items that 
are likely to burn or where embers are likely 
to enter and start a fire.”
 When preparing your bushfire survival 
plan and house also prepare a bushfire 
survival kit. This will help you get through 
the first few days after a fire. 
 Your bushfire survival kit should include 
a portable battery-operated AM/FM radio, 
waterproof torch, new spare batteries, first 
aid kit, drinking water and canned food with 
other items such as cash and mobile phones 
being added on the day a bushfire starts. 
 Mr Hynes also encouraged people 
to register with StateAlert to receive 
emergency warnings direct to their mobile 
or email during bushfires where there is an 
immediate threat to lives or property.  
 “StateAlert is a free service and all home 
phones including silent numbers and 
mobiles are automatically registered,” Mr 
Hynes said.
 “However, if your residential address is 
different to your mobile phone customer 
address you will need to register.” 
 StateAlert is only used where there is 
sufficient time to send a warning and it does 
not replace current public information tools 
such as websites, information lines and the 
media.
 Do not wait for a warning before acting. 
Not hearing a warning does not necessarily 
mean there is no threat. 
 “You need to be responsible for your 
own safety by always being aware of 
your surroundings, being prepared well in 
advance and monitoring local conditions,” 
Mr Hynes said.
 For information on how to prepare now so 
you can act to survive the bushfire season 
visit www.fesa.wa.gov.au 

Western Power

WESTERN Power commenced power 
restoration in Toodyay as soon as it was 
given access to fire affected areas.  The 
fire damaged equipment and caused nearly 
500 customers to lose power. Western 
Power brought in crews from a number of 
metropolitan and rural depots to restore 
power as quickly as possible and the more 
than 100 linesmen replaced 120 poles and 
55 transformers in 6 days working through 
some searing temperatures and through 
New Year’s day and the long weekend.  
 Managing Director, Doug Aberle, said he 
wanted to thank the Toodyay community 
for the support crews were offered, from 
accommodation to food. He said it was all 
greatly appreciated.
 Mr Aberle visited Toodyay in the days 
after the fire and addressed the Town 
Hall meeting to give updates on power 
restoration efforts and on the investigation 
into the cause of the fire.
 “Once it was announced at the outset that 
the fire appeared to have started near the 
vicinity of powerlines I felt it was only right 
to go to Toodyay. It was going to take several 
weeks to investigate what actually caused 
the fire, or if powerlines were involved at 
all, but I didn’t think it was right to simply 
say let’s wait and see. People would want 
to know if Western Power would accept 
responsibility if it were to blame and I 
wanted to say we would if powerlines were 
found to be involved”, he said.
 As part of its investigation into what 
caused the fire, Western Power used fire and 
wood experts to examine the site where it 
was believed the fire began. It handed its 
report to EnergySafety on Friday 22nd Jan. 
Western Power’s findings will form part of 
EnergySafety’s report.
 Western Power also provided assistance 
to the local community via its information 
caravan, which provided details of power 
restoration times and became a place for 
people to talk about how their restoration 
was going. The caravan was set up outside 
the Toodyay Visitor’s Centre.
 One of the topics that was discussed 
there and on radio was the question of why 
Western Power uses wood poles and not 
steel. 
 Mr Aberle said “Western Power had 
investigated using steel poles in its network 
and after extensive studies determined 
that wood poles remained the best overall 
material for distribution poles.
 “Steel poles are susceptible to fire, as are 
wood, and in a bushfire such as the one 
in Toodyay, the metal could weaken and 
buckle causing the pole to fall.  Steel poles 
are not used extensively in Western Power’s 
network due to issues with earthing, because 
steel conducts electricity and needs to be 
earthed differently. Steel can also corrode 
and can be more than three times the cost 
of wood poles. Steel poles also have similar 
maintenance requirements to wood poles 
and are vulnerable to failure”, he said.
 Mr Aberle said he was looking forward 
to returning to Toodyay after the release 
of the EnergySafety report to discuss with 
members of the community the findings and 
their implications.

Stay and Defend or 
Go Early

THE policies of stay and defend or go early 
in the event of bushfires are based on good 
research and experience, the WA Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority (FESA) 
says. 
 People whose homes were close to 
bushland or at risk of fire needed to make 
a firm decision on whether to stay or go 
because last minute indecision could prove 
fatal.
 FESA chief operations officer Craig 
Hynes said that early decisions can save 
lives.
  ``What we do say is if you are caught in a 
fire you are better off being protected in a 
structure than out in the open,’’ 
 ``You’ve also got to know that making a 
late decision is absolutely fatal, you don’t 
want to be caught in a vehicle because 
vehicles are just not the place to be in the 
onset of a bushfire,’’ he said.
 Mr Hynes said WA was a bushfire prone 
state, which could experience up to 4,000 
bushfires between December and April 
each year.
 People should not become complacent 
and should be clear on their bushfire action 
plans.
 ``That wait and go, people think they 
might go or they might stay, it’s that 
indecision that can cause ... certainly that 
wait or go aspect is very dangerous,’’ Mr 
Hynes said.
 ``You’re either a stayer or a goer and you 
should know that.
 ``Again we emphasise we are promoting 
that people are better off to prepare and 
stay and defend, if they are physically 
capable and have a property that can be 
defended rather than evacuating at the last 
minute.’’ 
  Toodyay schoolteacher Michelle Mack 
was killed in a bushfire in Toodyay in 1997 
whilst fleeing from her home. 

Land Recovery 
THE Department of Agriculture and Food is 
encouraging landholders whose properties 
were burnt in the Toodyay fires to seek advice 
on land recovery and conservation.
 Northam manager, Pamela I’Anson, said the 
fires had left nearly 3000 hectares of land at 
risk of wind and water erosion. Department 
officers were among the recovery teams 
which visited more than 250 properties in the 
days following the fire to assess damage and 
address urgent animal welfare issues. 
 Ms I’Anson said a priority in coming 
months, particularly before opening season 
rains, would be to minimise further damage to 
burnt properties through erosion.
 “The fires have removed a lot of the ground 
cover that protects the soil from the elements 
and the department is supporting affected 
landholders with advice about managing these 
erosion risks,” she said.
 Landowners should consider the following:

•	Burnt paddocks should be destocked;
•	Minimise traffic across paddocks;
•	Minimise cultivation and earthworks;
•	Remnant vegetation will regenerate 

whereas young planted trees may not;
•	Do not ‘tidy up’ until the threat of erosion 

has passed as this will allow time to assess 
regeneration. It is tempting to tidy up 
areas of burnt bush in the general clean up 
operations after the fire, such as pushing 
up the debris into heaps for burning. This 
is premature as burnt bush will still protect 
soil from wind erosion;

•	For stock management, do not assume 
surviving tank water is safe as it may be 
contaminated. Provide some hay or silage 
and consider the option of agistment;

•	In highly valuable or sensitive areas, 
consider soil stabilising treatments such as 
sprays, claying, old hay or straw. 

 Affected landholders can access further 
information or make an appointment for on-
property advice by contacting Harry Lauk at 
the department’s Northam office on 9690 2162 
or email harry.lauk@ agric.wa.gov.au
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Brigid Giannasi

BRIGID Giannasi considers 
herself lucky – she escaped with 
her dog, ‘Toodyay’, and her house 
remained intact.  But luckier still 
are her guinea fowl, who survived 
thanks to a caring act by Western 
Power linesmen.
  Before leaving her fire-stricken 
property, the linesmen took the 
time to clean out dishes and fill 
them with fresh water for the 
guinea fowl, who had ‘gone wild’ 
and were living in an adjoining 
paddock.
  “I’ve known these guys for 
a while and the fact that they 
thought about me and how much 
I loved my guinea fowl means a 
lot to me,” said Brigid.  “They 
went above and beyond the call 
of duty.”
  Brigid is saddened by the loss of 
her garden but relieved that her 
home survived the blaze.
  “It looks just as though there was 
some magic mantle that preserved 
my living space,” she said.  “The 
area around the house is so stark 
– if Martians came down they 
would say it looked just like 
home.” 

Caroline Coate

TOODYAY resident Caroline Coate came 
to the Monastery when she first arrived in 
Toodyay – years later, she has returned there 
as a bushfire survivor.
 “This is the third time I’ve stayed at ‘The 
Ship’,” she said.  “It feels like home.”
 Caroline, a writer and artist, narrowly 
escaped the fire with the few possessions 
she could muster whilst running to her 
vehicle.  She saved a laptop belonging to 
her son Rex,  her classical guitar and some 
handmade moisturiser.
 Amongst the belongings lost in the fire 
were paintings and poems which Caroline 
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new firefighter and heard the news whilst 
working at Home Hardware.
  “My crew came in a few times – first they 
were keyed up, then when they came back 
they were really trashed, with soot all over 
them,” he said.  “I didn’t really realise that 
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  “In the end, we still have our lives.” she 
said. 
Pictured: Caroline and (inset) at her home

Tina Gwang

MOST people 
who escaped with 
their lives from the 
Toodyay bushfire 
experienced trauma 
whilst fleeing from 
their home.  But can 
you imagine what it 
would have been like 
if you didn’t speak 
English and had 
recently moved to 
Australia?
  Beijing national Tina 
Gwang had recently 
moved to Toodyay 
with her mother and 
had never experienced 
a fire.  Tina was 
seriously injured 
whilst escaping the 
fire, to the horror of 
her stepfather, Les 
Gibbons.
  “There was 
something about that 
day,” he said.  “There 
was that hot wind 
blowing…four hours 
before the fire started 
I talked to my wife 
and stepdaughter 
about what to do in a 
fire.”
  Les and his wife Ellie 
were at the Toodyay 
Medical Centre when 

the fire swept through Stirlingia Drive and 
were unable to return to their home to rescue 
Tina.
  “She was terrified,” he said.  “She had only 
been in Australia for three months – she 
panicked and ran away into the bush.”     
  Tina received second degree burns to her 
arms and legs and was hospitalised for 
three weeks.  She will have to wear a burns 
stocking for a year.
  Les said that there were some lighthearted 
moments during what was a very stressful 
time.
  “I met a man up on the road when I was 
trying to get back to the house,” he said.  
“After talking to him for a while, he said to 
me, “Mate, your boots are on fire.”  I looked 
down, and they were.  But so were his – the 
rubber was burning away on our boots.”
    The Hon Judi Moylan, Member for Pearce, 
assisted the family with legal difficulties 
arising from their citizenship status.  As 
a Chinese citizen, Tina was not covered 
by Medicare, but Judi arranged for the 
substantial medical and hospital expenses to 
be waived.
  “I can’t tell you how fantastic people in 
Toodyay have been,” Les said.  “Judi is a 
great example of that…but there are also 
individuals like Mark D’Alton, who helped 
me out on the fire field, and Chris Firns who 
helped us so much - he went way beyond 
what I would have expected from anyone.   
All the organisations and volunteers have 
been wonderful.”
  Les and Ellie’s home has been substantially 
fire damaged but the family is living in their 
weekender on the property. 

Claire and Bruce McGowan

CLAIRE and Bruce McGowan have a 
very important deadline to meet during 
the building of their new home – the birth 
of their child in May.
  The couple lost their home and belongings 
when their home caught fire, giving 
Claire time only to grab a few cherished 
possessions and leave with the children.
  The former owner of Moondyne Music 
managed to save one coveted item – her 
tickets for the upcoming ACDC concert.
  “Music is really important to me,” 
explained Claire.  “I ran out of the house 
then remembered the tickets, then ran 
back in to get them!”
  Bruce McGowan said that former 

employers, Vernice, are amongst the 
hundreds of people who have assisted 
them, coming to the rescue with 
earthmoving services and providing an 
airconditioned donga for the couple to 
stay in at the property.  A caravan has also 
been provided, which overlooks the still 
magnificent view from their property.
  “People have just been awesome,” said 
Bruce.  “I’ve returned to work so it’s been 
hard spending the few hours of daylight 
per day working on the property.  But 
we’ve received so much help from people 
that we’ll probably reach our deadline of 
four months (to finish building).”
  The couple have yet to replace all their 
furniture and belongings, which were not 
covered by insurance.
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Rob Koch and Renee D’Herville

ROB Koch and Renee D’Herville have 
only recently moved to Toodyay, but their 
willingness to involve themselves in the 
Toodyay community may have saved 
their lives.  
 The couple joined Central Fire Brigade 
amongst other community groups, 
providing them with training about what 
to do in an emergency.
  “Being in the fire brigade provided us 
with useful knowledge of the local area,” 
said Rob. “And a few familiar faces when 
the units came up the street following the 
fire!” 
  Rob and Renee’s plan was to leave their 
rented property once they had established 
the location, direction and speed of the 
fire. Unfortunately a faster moving section 
of the fire hindered their attempts to leave, 
and were forced to return to the house. 
“Fortunately, our fire plan also involved 
a ‘Plan B’ for such a scenario,” said Rob. 
“We had blankets ready in buckets and 
points of water around the house.”
  Dressed in full fire fighting gear, they 
spent some anxious moments during the 
height of the blaze.  The couple carted 

buckets of water from the kitchen, 
extinguishing spot fires and carrying them 
to the shed and surrounding homes.
  Rob said that even if your plan is to go 
early, it is still important to plan for the 
worst case. 
  “Getting out may not always be an 
option. All fire plans should identify 
measures to ensure your safety on your 
own property - just in case. If in doubt, 
stay with the house.”

 

Rob Koch and Renee D’Herville on their 
Drummondi Drive property

Grasstrees bursting into flame outside the 
verandah
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CheCklist - prepare  
to aCtivelY defend
You should have equipment to actively defend your home, protective 
clothing for all your family and a well prepared property.

wear proteCtive Clothing
Everyone must wear protective clothing to avoid injury from sparks, embers and extreme 
heat. Cover as much of your skin as you can with two layers of loose fitting clothing. It will 
be very hot so avoid tight fitting, heavy clothes and synthetic clothing.

Wear:

 Loose fitting clothes made from natural fibres like pure wool, heavy cotton drill or denim. 

 Long sleeved shirts

 Trousers, jeans or overalls

 Sturdy leather shoes or boots without elastic sides

 Wool or cotton socks

 A wide brimmed or hard hat 

 Gloves

 Goggles or glasses to protect your eyes from ash and embers

 A moistened face mask to protect your face from ash and other particles.

Do not wear:

X Synthetic clothing

X Singlets

X T-shirts

X Short sleeved shirts

X Shorts

X Dresses or skirts

X Sandals or thongs

X Stockings or synthetic socks

prepare. aCt. survive.

have firefighting eQuipment readY
Consider what equipment you will need to actively defend your home.

 Hoses must be long enough to reach all parts of your house. Use metal hose fittings for 
taps as they are less likely to melt.

 Ladders for inside and outside the house. These need to be long enough so you can check 
your roof cavity and eaves.

 Knapsack or garden backpack spray to help you put out spot fires. If you decide to use a 
garden backpack make sure it has been cleaned out before using it in a bushfire.

 Metal rakes and shovels can be used to break up piles of burning material and for covering 
embers with sand.

 Cotton mops can hold a lot of water and can be used to put out embers.

 Buckets allow you to move water quickly and easily.

 Wet towels and blankets can be used under doors and windows to seal gaps. This will stop 
embers and smoke from coming inside your house.

make sure there is water
It is likely that you will lose water and power supplies during a bushfire. It is important you 
have an alternative water supply. 

 Identify storage options that you could fill with water. 

You could use: 
Rubbish bins (wheelie bins) and storage bins•	
Bath, laundry tub, sinks, basins and buckets•	
Troughs or garden ponds•	
Swimming pool, water tanks and dams if available•	

 A petrol, diesel or generator pump to draw water from dams, pools or a water tank.

CheCklist - prepare  
to aCtivelY defend (Cont.)

prepare. aCt. survive. 20

CheCklist - preparing 
Your propertY 
Prepare your home and property for bushfire season. It’s everyone’s 
responsibility. If you live in or near bushland take the time to complete and 
action this checklist. 

starve the fire
Clear around your home so that embers 
will have less chance to start a fire when 
they hit the ground. This will also help 
reduce the damage caused by the fire.

 Cut long grass and dense scrub.

 Regularly rake up leaf litter and twigs 
under trees. 

 Prune lower tree branches (up to 
two metres off the ground) to stop a 
ground fire spreading into the canopy 
of trees. 

 Remove shrubs and small trees under 
and between larger trees.

 Clear vegetation along the boundary 
of your property to create a firebreak. 
Make sure you meet your local 
government’s firebreak requirements.

 Keep roof gutters and valleys clear of 
leaves and bark.

make a safetY Zone
Within the safety zone:

 Create a 20 metre circle of safety 
around your home and other 
buildings. This area needs to be 
cleared of all rubbish, long dry grass, 
bark and material that may catch fire.

 Create and maintain a minimum two 
metre gap between your house and 
tree branches.

 If possible, plan your garden so that 
your vegetable garden, lawn, pool or 
patio is on the side of the house likely 
to face a fire (where the bush is).

fill the gaps
In a bushfire houses usually catch fire 
when embers get into the roof space, 
a wall cavity, on to ledges or under the 
house. Prevent sparks from entering 
your house by blocking all the gaps. 

 Block any gaps under floor spaces, in 
the roof space, under eaves, external 
vents, skylights, evaporative air 
conditioners, chimneys and  
wall cladding. 

 Place metal fly wire mesh on all vents 
to keep sparks and embers out.

fiX the fire traps
 Do not pile wood against or near  

the house.

 Remove any timber, rubbish and old 
junk lying around.

 Move all fuel containers into a shed 
away from your house and have a 
firebreak around it.

 Keep LP gas cylinders on the side 
of the house furthest away from the 
likely direction of bushfires (where the 
bush is).

proteCt Your asset
 Check that your home and contents 

insurance cover is adequate. Take into 
consideration renovations, fixtures 
and additions such as swimming 
pools, sheds, gazebos, luxury fittings 
or new appliances.

prepare. aCt. survive. 12
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Rose and Ray Barwell 
Carol Llewellyn and Dave Perrie

FOR many survivors, part of the recovery 
process has been an overwhelming sense of 
community – the outpouring of assistance 
from Toodyay and the wider community 
has been something which has been hard 
to absorb after the initial shock of losing a 
home or property.
  Rose and Ray Barwell are two survivors 
who are overwhelmed not only by the events 
of December 29, but the response from the 
community.
  “We have a pile of names and offers of 
help from the community and it’s so hard 
to thank everyone, just because there are so 
many people who have offered,” said Ray.  
“The firefighters, helitacs, recovery centre 
volunteers who work all day in the heat, 
Tony Maddox…the list goes on and on.  
There are also all the people who came up 
to us in the street and who gave us heartfelt 
hugs and offers of help.”
  Rose and Ray were lucky to escape with 
their lives – when Rose rang Ray to say 
there was a fire coming, he had just enough 
time to get out of his work vehicle and into 
his personal car to get going.  
  “It was like a big black cyclone with a red 
glow, bearing down on us at a rate of knots,” 
said Ray.  “Schumakers Ferrari wouldn’t 
have been able to beat it.”  The radiant heat 
ignited and blew in the doors on the shed 
where his treasured workshop housed his 
vintage vehicles, parts, tools and equipment.  
  Dave and Carol Perrie are another couple 
who are shell shocked by both the fire and 
the ‘kindness of strangers and friends’.  Part 
of their reaction was caused by the initial 
disbelief and wait for confirmation that they 
had indeed lost their home.  Carol found the 
community meetings a type of lifeline.
  “We’re appreciative of all of the assistance,” 
said Carol.  “There are individuals like 
Ernie Forsyth, who, despite his own recent 
loss, gave us a roof over our heads to allow 
us to stay in the area and rebuild.  There are 
so many others who must be thanked.” 

Bruce ‘Cowboy’ and Jeanette Murray

RESIDENTS in Harvester Drive had a 
narrow escape whilst working at a home 
nearby in Wandoo Circle.
 Cowboy and Telstra Pete (Peter Dawson) 
were working at the house when they first 
saw the smoke. It seemed like a small 
grass fire, but they decided to drive the one 
kilometre home to check it out. 
  There didn’t seem to be much to worry about 
at home; they went back to work, but not for 
long.   The wind picked up, and Cowboy’s 
wife Jeanette rang him, concerned about the 
fire.  Cowboy rounded up his three horses to 
their steel framed enclosure – a challenge, 
as horses have a natural tendency to run 
through flames.  Cowboy had also been 
recovering from a six week stint in hospital 
and couldn’t move as freely as he would 
have liked, making it hard to round them up.
  The horses had to be moved several times; 
as different areas caught alight, fences 
disappeared, power lines came down. 
Cowboy had to run between the house, 
sheds and horses dowsing spot fires. They 
had to consider their son so Jeanette left for 
town with the dogs. 
 It got hotter, flames closer, more smoke, 
trees, grass, caravan, fridges, air cons, 
dongas and the shed caught alight with his 
tools of trade, equipment and office. No 
power, no water, back veranda post now on 
fire, flames licking under the veranda and 
with just a sand shovel, cans of beer and 
foot stomping, as fire fighting tools. 
  A hopeless situation?  Not with the helitacs 
around - out of the corner of his eye, a 
chopper pilot saw the situation and dumped 
his load on the house, yard, and Cowboy. 
  They had survived but Cowboy and 
Jeanette lost a great deal.  Their house 
survived but sheds, tools, bikes, caravan, 
and many personal items are now gone. 
  Cowboy and Jeanette were without power 
for a week and a half and even when they 
washed the horses, bubbles came out of 
their coats, fire retardant from the choppers. 
Yet they were alive, still spooked, but alive.
 It was the hardest two weeks of their 
lives, but Cowboy and Jeanette spoke of 
‘phenomenal offers of help, with people 
streaming in’. They wish to thank everybody 
who assisted or offered their assistance, 
especially the chopper pilot and crew. 
  Like many other survivors of the 2009 
bushfire, they are grateful. 

Rowan, Charlotte and Tracey Hunter

BEING prepared may be the Scout motto, 
but Girl Guide Tracey Hunter saved her 
daughter and probably their lives by 
preparing for a bushfire.
  Rowan was out on the fireground battling 
the blaze when Tracey prepared to evacuate  
with their daughter, Charlotte.  Tracey had 
packed their bushfire evacuation kit and 
was able to leave immediately.  Rowan, 
a volunteer fire fighter, suffered smoke 
inhalation whilst tackling the blaze.
  Although the couple suffered significant 
loss in the fire - Rowan’s 60 metre shed 

was destroyed along with vehicles, a music 
studio, canoes, thousands of dollars worth 
of tools and personal possessions - they 
consider themselves to be well prepared 
rather than lucky.
  “We’d cleared the land so that there 
was nothing much to burn,” said Rowan.  
“Although we had insurance, it is the 
loss of personal things that really hurts - 
my grandfather’s guns and possessions, 
Tracey’s Gang Show programmes and 
memorabilia.”
  The couple plan to rebuild the shed as soon 
as possible.

Rowan, Charlotte and Tracey Hunter

StateAlert automatically delivers emergency warnings direct to 
you when lives may be in danger in your neighbourhood. It does 
not replace current public information tools or the need to look 
after your own safety. It is an additional tool used to alert people in 
a specific location where there is immediate danger.

https://statealert.wa.gov.au



The Survivor 
Recovery Centre

Morgan Goodman

THE Survivor Recovery Centre was 
started the day of the Toodyay Bushfires 
as a collection point for donations. Set up 
by the Toodyay Op Shop in the CWA Hall 
on Stirling Terrace, the donations came 
in so fast that by  Wednesday the CWA 
hall was full and the operation had to be 
shifted to the Lee-Steere Pavilion at the 
Toodyay Showgrounds.

Taking in everything except food, the 
Recovery Centre has received donations 
from all over the State, in such volume 
that the Pavilion and the shed next door are 
also now nearly full, and more donations 
are being stored all over Toodyay.

At the moment the Recovery Centre is 
focused on getting all those affected by 
the fires to come in and make use of the 
facility. Currently they estimate only 60% 
of the bushfire survivors are making use 
of the donations.

“A lot of them think they don’t deserve 
it,” said John Mitchinson, a volunteer 
and coordinator at the Centre. “They 
think someone else will need it more than 
them.”

Volunteer Melanie Pree urged survivors 
to start thinking further ahead to what 
they’ll need during the winter months. 

“Get it while you can, we won’t be here 
forever,” she said. 

The volunteer effort put in by locals 
has been very impressive. John estimated 
that at one point there were roughly thirty 
volunteers working at the Pavilion in the 
sweltering heat. 

“We’ve all lost a lot of weight. We’re 
calling it the Toodyay Weight-loss 
Centre,” Melanie joked.

The Recovery Centre’s hours are 9am 
to 1pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays and 9am to 5pm on Saturdays. 
More volunteers are always welcome.

Victorian Bushfire 
Angels Fly In

Kathy Robinson

TOODYAY received two very welcome and 
unexpected visitors during the aftermath of 
the disastrous bush fires. 
 Lyn Gunter and Trudie Goudge are from 
Flowerdale in the Shire of Murrindindi in 
Victoria. They came to offer support and 
advice to Toodyay residents and volunteers 
based on what they went through last 
February.
 They, probably more than anyone else, 
knew what our survivors were going through. 
They understood the emotions, the disbelief, 
the anger. They also knew which words had 
helped them twelve months ago, and offered 
those words to the people of Toodyay who 
had lost everything. We had not lost friends 
as they had in Victoria, but the message they 
brought with them was powerful nonetheless. 
 Lyn was Mayor of Murrindindi and Trudie 
is a volunteer fire fighter who loves tinkering 
with the fire engines to make sure they are in 
top condition. 
 They sat and talked with anyone who 
wanted to listen and talk. They hugged those 
who looked lost. They offered hope that it 
will get better. Not immediately, but it will 
improve.
 Lyn was unstinting in her advice to 
volunteers, telling volunteers what 
government help had been available to those 
who were suffering in Victoria. She had 
suggestions to help Toodyay recover. It was 
Lyn who suggested the newsletter ,putting in 
print what was discussed in the meetings. She 
pointed out that there is so much information 
coming from so many different departments 
that it is impossible for traumatised people 
to take it all in and remember. Having 
the newsletter to take home and refer to 
whenever needed was a lifeline for many in 
Toodyay. Those people who are unable to 
attend the meetings can still keep up with 
what the authorities are saying.
 Lyn also suggested a weekly dinner for the 
survivors. This was to be for them only. It is a 
chance for them all to be able to get together 
privately with no media or outside people 
watching. From an estimated 80 people for 
the first dinner, there ended up being 125. 
And the reports that have come back from 
that first dinner show it to be a resounding 
success. They were able to talk, cry, laugh, 
and start to heal. Our survivors have decided 
they would prefer fortnightly dinners. The 
wonderful ladies at the CWA cook the meal 
then stay unobtrusively in the background 
cleaning up.
 There have been other suggestions made 
by Lyn and Trudie that have been quietly 
put into action. Having access to people 
with this type of experience was a godsend 
for Toodyay. We volunteers took every 
opportunity to learn more from these two 
ladies who’d been there, done that and 
literally got the t-shirt.
 Toodyay thanks Lyn and Trudie for making 
this trip and for the fantastic insight they 
gave us. 

Tool and Equipment 
Resource Centre 

THE Toodyay Men’s Shed, in response to 
the recent disaster, looked for ways that we 
could assist. 
 At this time a major power tool 
manufacturer approached us about the way 
they could assist. We suggested a kind of 
loan system and, from there, we developed 
the Tool ‘library’ concept, which they 
thought was an efficient way of using their 
resource. The Shed then took it further into 
other equipment such as scaffolding and 
ladders. This concept is, we think, a first 
in response to the reconstruction phase 
of a disaster and it has attracted a further 
corporate sponsor.
 Most of the necessary administrative 
protections and functions are now in place 
but for a few small items like a mobile 
phone number. However, we can get around 
these items and have now reached the point 
where we are ready to commence operation. 
 The kind of tools and equipment we have 
at the resource centre are not generally 
found in a bloke’s shed but are important 
in building construction; for instance, we 
have a laser level and a heavy duty airless 
paint spray. A full list will be available soon 
but, for the immediate clean-up, the chain 
saws, demolition drills, jackhammers as 
well as floor scraper will be helpful. If you 
have mates helping you, we have additional 
cordless and power drills available. 
 During reconstruction mini scaffolds, 
long ladders, sheet lifters, scaffold planks 
(there’s no need to stand on a 44gal drum) 
and multi-feed sheet drills will make the 
job easier. If there is anything you need, 
check with us first. This project has already 
assisted some in the fire zone so we look 
forward to helping you in the near future. 
 You can contact the resource centre team 
on these numbers until our mobile phone is 
up and running: 0438 915 068 or 9574 5002.
 The Toodyay Men’s Shed will be operating 
this resource centre for people in the fire 
zone only; it is envisaged that this project 
will be in operation for the next twelve 
months depending on the need. 

Furniture at the Survivor Recovery Centre 
below; volunteers working in the kitchen

OPSM to provide aid 
to fire victims 

IN light of this week’s tragic events, 
and the losses caused by the Western 
Australian bushfires, leading Australian 
optometry retail group OPSM is pleased 
to announce that any individual or family 
directly impacted by the fires should visit 
their closest OPSM store or call 1800 
626 300 to arrange a free replacement of 
their prescription glasses or contact lenses 
damaged or lost in the fires.
  “Like all Australians, we are shocked 
and deeply saddened by the devastation of 
the horrific bushfires in Western Australia,” 
said Luxottica Chief Executive Officer, 
Chris Beer. 
 “Quality eyesight is critical for mobility 
and safety and, as leaders in eye care, 
OPSM is committed to ensuring that all 
Australians are able to return to life as 
normal, as soon as possible.”
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SALVATION Army volunteers came to the 
rescue just hours after the Toodyay bushfire, 
providing much needed social welfare 
support to Toodyay residents affected by the 
fire.
  Mission Development Director Darrell 
Wilson said yesterday that the organisation 
is here for the long term.
  “We’re in the process of putting a full 
time presence in place, which will remain 
for at least three months,” he said.  “When 
we realised the magnitude of this event, we 
put a State crisis response to help address 
people’s needs.”
  The Salvos are coordinating the distribution 
of the official WA relief appeal which was 
launched early in January by Channel 7 and 
the West Australian newspaper.  Almost 
$570,000 has been raised through the appeal 
to date.
  The assistance is being distributed on a 
case by case basis according to need.
  “The money will probably last 12 – 18 
months,” said Darrell.  “We initially handed 
out about $42,000 in emergency disaster 

assistance, $400 per adult and $100 per 
child.  Now people are starting to think 
what will get them back on their feet quicker 
and we are providing more individualised 
support.”
  In addition to financial assistance, the 
Salvation Army are providing chaplaincy 
services, basic counselling and advocacy 
services for people who may benefit from 
using the Salvo’s name.
  Financial support has been provided for 
food, accommodation, excess on insurance, 
provision of generators and expenses such 
as power bills for reconnections.
  Darrell said that most people have the 
capacity to make good life decisions.
  “People will come up with their own 
solutions,” he said.  “If we can help with 
that, we will.”
Did you know…The Salvation Army is one 
of the world’s largest Christian social welfare 
organisations with more than 1,650,000 
members working in over 110 countries and 
has been operating in Australia for almost 
130 years. 

Salvos to the Rescue
Mission Development Director Darrell Wilson with volunteer Elaine Bryant

Meg Goodman

TOODYAY’S impromptu food store in 
the Memorial Hall, amusingly christened 
‘Hallmart’, is the centre for the wealth of 
food donations that have rolled in to the 
town since the devastating bushfire.   
  Rosemary Madacsi is one of the ‘accidental 
proprietors’ of Hallmart. She got the job, 
she says, by volunteering to coordinate the 
boxes of consumables donated immediately 
after the fires. Rosemary reported that the 
amount of donations was overwhelming, so 
much so that it was impossible to unpack 
them in any other way than into piles on the 
floor. Soon others arrived and volunteered 
their help, and the group formed a smooth 
system to organise the supplies.
  All kinds of items were brought in, some 
by people contributing personally, and some 
by businesses, sending pallets of food and 
provisions.
  The basic amenities were swift to pour 
in, and it’s reassuring to find that Toodyay 
locals are proud of their dental hygiene.    

  The volunteers are still receiving boxes and 
boxes of toothbrushes and toothpaste, and 
they’re certain they’ll have enough left over 
to supply the entirety of W.A. On the other 
hand, pet food and canned foods are high 
turnover items, so anyone wishing to make a 
contribution is encouraged to supply these. 
  Toodyay’s IGA supermarket has rendered 
its services to Hallmart by providing an 
exchange for high demand items against 
those Hallmart has in excess. Rosemary has 
organised a Hallmart account, for the money 
they receive from IGA and other donors.
Hallmart is expected to continue to provide 
this support for the forseeable future, 
so ongoing donations will be gratefully 
received.

Rosemary with volunteers at ‘Hallmart’

‘Hallmart’ Opens 
in Toodyay

Hallmart volunteer Rosemary Madasci

Community Support
Karen Jacomelli

IN speaking to some of the survivors of 
the recent bushfire, I was humbled by 
their desire to ensure that the communi-
ty were told how much they appreciated 
the help, support and many offers. In 
the words of one, ‘I was gob-smacked 
by the kindness of people!’ 
  They spoke of people coming up and 
hugging them, offering their assistance, 
some of whom they did not even know. 
  Some have been given a home to live 

in until they can rebuild and all the basic 
living items that we so take for granted. 
But they do not want to name any particu-
lar people, concerned that they might forget 
someone! There were also many nameless 
people who approached them.  I reminded 
them that those people would not be of-
fended if they didn’t remember or know 
everyone who offered help and if they were 
not able to thank them all.  Most people 
would understand that trauma affects 
people and that the offers were not made 
with any expectation of kudos. 
  For some of our survivors the first two 
weeks have been a bit of a blur in terms of 

a feeling of shell-shock. Despite informa-
tion sessions which some have described 
as a life-line, some survivors have had 
difficulty absorbing some of the content. 
This is not uncommon when people are in 
shock. Everyone has their own reactions 
and responses to critical incidents.  What 
was significant for some was that they 
had an opportunity to ask questions and 
seek clarity where needed.   The sessions 
assisted them in working out priorities and 
direction, to find out who was doing what. 
  After all the survivors have been through, 
despite their own situations, they were 
thankful that there was no loss of life and 

would say that there were others that 
were even less fortunate than themselves. 
One person has even said that when he 
has rebuilt his house he would like to 
see building materials donated so that he 
can donate his skills in rebuilding others 
homes who were not sufficiently insured.  
  We knew that there was a catastrophic 
fire warning that day but hoped that we 
would get through it as we usually did, 
on edge but as prepared as much as pos-
sible under the circumstances. 
  We also knew that all our dedicated 
firies would do everything they could to 
protect us and our homes. 
  We could not ask for more than that.
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Facebook Recovery
FACEBOOK is a social networking 
website designed to keep people in touch 
with friends and others who work, study 
and live around them.  But an enterprising 
community group, the Toodyay Rover Crew, 

Generosity from 
Afar

FORMER Toodyay resident Sharon 
Lawrence is one of many small town 
residents who have assisted Toodyay 
families during the recent bushfire.
  Sharon coordinated an appeal to send 
boxes of back to school supplies to Toodyay, 
thanks to the generosity of people in the 
Busselton and Dunsborough areas.
  “I thought it would be good to help to get 
the kids back to school and into a routine 
again,” said Sharon.  “Local people donated 
enough rulers, files, pencils, pens, erasers 
and sharpeners to sink the Titanic – well, 
maybe a small dinghy!”
  Sharon is one of hundreds of warm hearted 
people who have helped with the Toodyay 
relief efforts.

Pictured above– Appeal coordinator 
Sharon Lawrence with Target manager 
Frank Rocco – photograph by Michelle 

Nelson, courtesy of the Busselton 
Dunsborough Mail

  

 

have been using it for another purpose - to as-
sist those who lost homes and property in the 
Toodyay bushfire in December, 2009.
  Crew Leader Rob Webb joined other young 
people from the Crew on the day after the fire 
to maintain the site, which was created by 
their Group Leader. 
  “We didn’t expect it to grow as quickly as 
it did,” he said.  “We would check every five 
minutes or so and another twenty people 
had joined.  Today there are nearly 5,900 
members.”
  The group, Toodyay December Bush-
fire, was created on the night of the fire as a 
response to the FESA alerts which came in 
to the Toodyay Herald offices.  The alerts 
were posted every ten minutes on the site and 
prompted a mass joining of members seeking 
information and offering assistance.
  In the initial days of the fire a team of 
four maintained the information, uploading 
offers of assistance and accommodation 
to a googledocs page and sending it to the 
Department of Child Protection.  
Offers ranged from furniture, donations of 
money, stock feed and accommodation.  

Messages of support were printed for bushfire 
survivors and taken to the Memorial Hall and 
the site was also used as a discussion board to 
search for lost pets and relatives, discuss legal 
issues such as replacement of identity papers 
and to thank people for their support.
  “Thank you to the two lovely young ladies 
for the Red Cross who called on us yesterday,” 
posted Margaret Wilson of Wandoo Hills 
Retreat.  “You are doing a great job and the 
information and the chat really helped...it is 
certainly a rollercoaster of emotions right 
now...no longer just a dream just stark reality, 
but glad to live in Australia where the spirit of 
mateship is alive and well.”
  “I was shattered when I heard about 
the horrendous damage the fires in 
Toodyay had caused,” posted Kylie Miller.  
“However, I have been totally overwhelmed 
by people’s generosity towards those 
affected. To everyone, the bush fire 
brigades, SES, Rovers,Salvation Army & all 
the other generous people who have kindly 
donated time, money & many many other 
items I would like to say thank you, it makes 
me so very proud to be an Australian & 

Toodyay Rovers Julia, Evie, Rob and Kiah
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restores my faith in human nature.”
  Volunteers working at the Survivor 
Recovery Centre used the group to update the 
list of required items as requests came in and 
community members became ‘officers’ of the 
group, maintaining the site, answering queries 
and using other social networking tools such 
as Twitter to post information.  The Events 
application was also used to promote 
upcoming relief events including char-
ity motorcycle rides, car cruises, cabaret 
fundraisers, a sports night, the Hope from 
Ashes benefit concert, a twilight river cruise 
and rock concerts.
  Toodyay Rover Julia Robinson said that 
the group has been instrumental in bringing 
many people together, including Rovers. 
  “The Kalamunda Rovers helped to coordinate 
a relief effort through the SES and supported 
us throughout,” she said.  “The site is now 
being used mostly for the events coordination, 
for people to support each other and to post 
photographs and videos of the fire and 
recovery.  People have been wonderful.”
  To join the group, search ‘Toodyay 
December Bushfire’ on Facebook.
 

Spotted - sign near the Toodyay Friary 
thanking volunteers who helped support 

our community

Keeping Us 
Informed

WHILE some are out on the front lines 
fighting the fires, there are others behind 
the scene working quietly to keep everyone 
updated on the situation. 
  Kathy and Julia Robinson are two 
volunteers who have been in the hall 
offering support and doing whatever they 
could do to help. Once the recovery team 
started operations, Kathy began collating 
all the information that was given at the 
daily meetings and creating newsletters 

so that people know what’s 
going on. Lyn Gunter, former 
Mayor of Murrindindi Shire in 
Victoria had suggested that this 
was a good way to keep people 
informed. Lyn explained that 
there was so much information 
coming from so many 
departments that people would 
have trouble remembering it. 
People who had been severely 
traumatised would have less 
chance of remembering. These 
daily newsletters have been a 
godsend for many, not only for 
those at the meetings, but also 
for those that wanted access to 
the information at a later date, 
or were unable to attend the 
meetings. 
  The Toodyay Herald also 
played a part in disseminating 
information during the first 
week of the fire, printing 
and distributing information 
bulletins to residents in town 
and at the evacuation centre.
  Julia (Toodyay Rover Crew) 
has been busy helping to keep 
the Toodyay December Bushfire 
Facebook page up to date, 
answering many queries and 
collating offers of donations or 

help. She also took notes at the meetings 
and created articles to go on the Facebook 
site so those outside of the area and relatives 
of those affected could keep up to date. 
Many people said both mediums were 
greatly appreciated. Three laptops were also 
provided by the family to use for internet 
access (emails, etc) as well as providing 
printing, word processing, scanning and IT 
help for anyone who needed it. One laptop 
has been used by the recovery desk in their 
work.
  These are just two of the many volunteers 
who have given unstintingly of their time 
during this crisis.

 



Coping With Post-
Bushfire Trauma

BUSHFIRES, like all natural disasters, can 
be terribly damaging both physically and 
psychologically. While the recovery effort 
moves on, and the shock of the event has 
faded, survivors should seriously consider 
their own mental wellbeing. 

It is important not to bottle up the strong 
emotions that inevitably come after a crisis. 
These can be both negative – anger, guilt 
and fear – and positive – euphoria at having 
survived and hope for the future. Continued 
blocking of these strong feelings can result 
in loss of memory and lack of concentration. 
Events such as bushfires can often bring 
up memories of other crises and cause 
dreams and nightmares. These are all part 
of working your way through the aftermath 
of an event.

More dangerous are the physical reactions 
many people have after a crisis. Nausea, loss 
of concentration and sleep, and a change in 
diet and consumption habits in the aftermath 
of a bushfire. Be aware of your situation and 
if you experience serious physical reactions, 
contact your doctor.

There are many ways to cope with post-
traumatic stress: being active (but not over-
active) and talking about the situation with 
family and friends will help prevent serious 
psychological issues.

Offenders Lend A 
Hand in Toodyay 

Bushfire Clean Up
THE Department of Corrective Services 
has responded to the need for help in 
the Toodyay community following the 
devastating fires that ripped through the 
town in late December.
Supervised minimum-security prisoners 
and offenders on community work orders 
were dispatched to the district to help with 
clean-up efforts, which also gives offenders 
the chance to do something positive for the 
community.
 Eight Section 95 prisoners from 
Wooroloo Prison Farm and seven 
offenders on community work orders 
arrived in Toodyay in January to clear 
debris from houses and repair or remove 
damaged infrastructure. Other crews will 
be mobilised as required.
 Commissioner Ian Johnson said the 
Department made the decision to offer the 
help as soon as it heard about the fire.
 “The Department is always ready to 
respond wherever assistance is needed,” 
he said. 
 “Through Section 95 prisoners and the 
Repay WA community work program 
as well as our work camps and prison 
industries, we have the capacity to 
assist with relief efforts and worthwhile 
community projects, saving taxpayers 
millions of dollars each year.”
 “Providing relief in times of disaster 
such as fires and floods is also a great way 
offenders in our care can have a real and 
positive impact in the community.”
 Section 95 of the Prisons Act 1981 
allows low-risk prisoners to undertake 
activities and community work to give 
back to society while learning skills to 
help rehabilitate and reintegrate them into 
the community on release.
 Repay WA community service work is 
undertaken by offenders subject to court, 
early release or work and development 
orders. The estimated value of unpaid work 
undertaken by offenders on community 
work is about $2.8 million every year.
 Kathy Csaba, coordinator of the 
Department’s clean-up response, said 
Department representatives met the 
shire and individual property owners to 
determine the scope of the work that will 
be undertaken.
 “There are nine properties that require 
urgent help and work will also be carried 
out at the race course, golf course and pony 
club once the most urgent work has been 
completed,” she said.
 “While it has not been determined 
what longer-term assistance the Toodyay 
community requires, we will meet the shire 
again in a few weeks as the community 
moves into the recovery stage.
 “An ongoing program will then be 
developed including assistance from 
some of our prison industries with the 
replacement of signage and prefabrication 
of other infrastructure and an ongoing 
fencing programme.”

Red Cross Helps 
Toodyay Recover

THE Red Cross is one of the agencies known 
well across Australia for helping out across 
the world in times of war, famine, flood 
or fire, and they have been on the ground 
working in Toodyay since almost the first 
day.
  The Red Cross’s Linda Crumlin said that 
the organisation’s role in the recovery effort 
had been multifaceted but concentrated on 
offering support to people in need.
  “When people are distressed and don’t 
know what to do, they feel a little bit 
helpless,” she said.  “People go through dif-
ferent phases during a disaster and part of 
our job is to match needs to whatever it is 
that they require.”
  The organisation has been instrumental 
in providing resources, counselling and 
support to people at their homes or at the 
places where they have been staying.
  “People have been grateful for the human 
contact,” Linda said.  “They feel that they 
can open up to us.”
  The Red Cross, who have had sixteen 
volunteers working in Toodyay, say that 
family and friends of people affected by 
the fire should be aware that they may also 
experience trauma from watching their 
loved ones being affected.
  “Its important to recognise that you may 
have emotional difficulties and know that it 
is normal to do so,” said Linda.
  “People who have been in support roles are 
also at risk of being stressed or traumatised.”

Department of Child 
Protection

Morgan Goodman

THE Department of Child Protection covers 
a lot more than its name would suggest, a fact 
that has become particularly clear to the bushfire 
affected residents of Toodyay. The DCP’s 
recovery efforts in the wake of the bushfire 
disaster started on the afternoon of Tuesday 29th 
December and haven’t slowed down since.

DCP team leader, Kim Reader, said that the 
recovery was going well and that many of the 
bushfire victims were making use of the services 
they offered, which include financial assitance 
and psychological support.

The DCP provides support to struggling 
individuals, families and communities and is 
mandated to aid those in disaster-affected areas.  
Their initial response in Toodyay was to ensure 
that those who had lost their homes to the fires 
were accommodated and fed, before bringing in 
counsellors and financial assistance to help with 
the recovery.

“This is our core work, in crisis,” Kim said. 
She went on to say that the DCP had just 
received funding for a district project officer in 
Toodyay, who will oversee the DCP’s continued 
support efforts for the next six months. Kim 
also said that the counsellors providing personal 
support will be here for “as long as it takes”.

All in all, though, she thinks the recovery is 
going well. “It’s smoothing out now,” she said. 
“People are doing their day-to-day more.”

The DCP is currently working from the 
Toodyay Memorial Hall alongside other 
agencies involved in the recovery effort.

In a Crisis
In emergencies, peo-
ple can use up more 
emotional energy than they 
realise. They put them-
selves into a survival state 
to deal with problems and 
cope with fears, frustra-
tions and other feelings.
How stress affects people
The body’s natural way of 
working outside the normal 
comfort zone in this way 
is called a ‘state of stress’.
It means people can:
* focus on the important 
things
* concentrate and work hard 
for long periods
* put aside feelings in order 
to do what has to be done
* carry lots of details in their 
mind
* put their own needs aside 
and not feel hunger or fatigue 
while others are in need
* think clearly and quickly
* keep a step ahead of what 
is happening 
Stress is normal and 
natural but needs to be un-
derstood so it does not 
cause further problems.
Being in a ‘state of stress’ 
uses a great deal of en-

ergy. People can usually keep going 
for as long as they need to but eventu-
ally they start to feel the effects of stress.
They cannot maintain their energy level and 
come off the ‘high’ they have been on. It is 
at this time that people may start to display 
stress symptoms. The longer the emergency 
lasts, the stronger the symptoms are likely 
to be. Often they start while the emergen-
cy is on, but may be worse after it is over. 
This is the rebound to the extra efforts that 
have been made during the crisis. Stress is 
normal and natural, but needs to be under-
stood so it does not cause further problems.
  People are usually surprised by how much 
a crisis or trauma affects them. It frequently 
changes the way they think, their values, 
habits, feelings and behaviour. It influences 
most aspects of their life. Usually people do 
not expect their families to be affected as 
much as they are, but a major event or crisis 
in the life of one member always influences 
the family. People usually underestimate the 
time it takes to recover from a crisis or trauma.

Family Support
Often family, friends and colleagues of 
those affected do not understand the sig-
nificance of the event for the person who 
has experienced it, and there is a sense 
that they should ‘move on’ or ‘seek clo-
sure’. In reality people move their their 
grieving or traumatic experience at dif-
ferent paces. However, this is often based 
on unrealistic expectations that come 
from a lack of experience of deep tragedy.

View from the Toodyay Herald, 4pm Tues 29th December.
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Toodyay Bushfire 
Appeal tally reaches 

$300,000
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank’s Toodyay 
Bushfire Appeal has now raised more 
than $300,000 for locals affected by the 
December blaze.
  Bendigo and Adelaide Bank’s, State 
Manger, Vicki Pearce, said the appeal tally 
reached the milestone thanks to a $10,000 
donation from the Edith Cowan University.
  “We are incredibly pleased with the high-
level of support the appeal is receiving from 
the businesses such as ECU,” said Mrs 
Pearce
  ECU donated $10,000 to the Toodyay 
appeal and managed to raise an additional 
$1,300 from members of the crowd at the 
Hopman Cup.
  ECU Vice-Chancellor, Professor Kerry 
Cox, said he is more than aware of the 
devastating impact the Toodyay fires have 
had on the community. 
  “A number of ECU staff and students have 
families in the Toodyay area,” he said. 
  “During times like this it’s essential 
communities and organisations come 
together. 
  “We will continue to explore further 
opportunities to help with the rebuilding of 
Toodyay in the coming weeks and months.”
  The bank’s philanthropic arm, Commu-
nity Enterprise Foundation™ is running the 
appeal in partnership with the Toody-
ay Community Bank® Branch and the 
Salvation Army to help assist people in the 
region affected by the bushfire.
  Toodyay Community Bank® Company, 
Chair, Richard Dymond, said the response 
from people right across Australia has been 
heart warming.
  “We are only just coming to terms with 
the impact the fire has had on our town,” he 
said.
  “Many have lost everything and the re-
building and recovery process will be 
challenging.
  “I’d like to encourage everyone to dig deep 
and give what you can.”
    People wanting to donate can log onto 
Bendigo Bank’s website www.bendigo-
bank.com.au or call into any Bendigo Bank 
branch. Donations of $2 or more are tax-
deductible.

on the day of the fire

Photographs: Mike Smith

THANK you to the many photo-
graphers, contributors, bushfire 
survivors, individuals and organisations 
who helped us compile this special

edition.  We recognise that we will have 
unavoidably missed out many events, 
individuals and organisations who 
have assisted with the relief effort - to 

you, our sincere thanks for your help in 
rebuilding our community.  To the 
survivors, thank you for letting us into 
your lives to share your experiences.



Hells Bells
THE small Wheatbelt town of Ballidu will 
hold a street concert on Saturday 6 February 
to raise money for the victims of the December 
09 Toodyay Bushfires. Headlining the 
proceedings is the band “Hell’s Bells”, who will 
perform with the support of the all girl teenage 
band “Lovebite”, as well as “Lunchbox All-
Stars” and “Snake Eyes”. The event, to be held 
in Alpha Street, Ballidu, is open to the public 
and begins at 6pm.
 Roger Harrod, licensee and one of the event 
organisers, describes Ballidu’s concern for 
Toodyay’s bushfire victims. “Devastating 
bushfires can happen anywhere and at any 
time, often without warning. But we want 
the victims to know that when such an event 
happens there is support.” Harrod sees the 
street concert as an example of Australians 
rallying together to help neighbours in need. 
“We are hoping for a large turnout, and so 
are calling upon the support and generosity of 
Western Australians near and far to come to the 
concert.”
 Camping and caravan facilities are available, 
so participants can make a weekend of it. 
Food vans will be in location, and there will 
be a licensed area as well as alcohol free 
zones. Organisers are hoping for hassle-free 
event, with no BYO alcohol. Gate takings will 
go directly to support the Toodyay bushfire 
appeal.
The Toodyay bushfire was declared a state 
natural disaster in December last year when it 
destroyed at least 38 homes. Ballidu is situated 
130 km North of Toodyay and 215 km North 
of Perth.
For all those interested in Ballidu’s street 
concert on 6 February, further details can be 
found on Facebook under ‘Toodyay December 
Bushfire’ and ‘Ballidu Tavern’.
 Alternatively, contact Roger Harrod at 
Ballidu Tavern on 9674 1213 or email 
ballidutavern@bigpond.com for more info.

Bowling Club 
Bushfire Fundraiser

On the 19th March, the Toodyay Bowling Club 
will be holding an impressive event to raise 
funds for the victims of the devastating Toodyay 
bushfires.

The Club will be bringing in the State bowling 
teams to captain the sides and is looking for 
corporate people to play. The price to play is 
$50 a head.  The event will also incorporate 
a large-scale auction of goods donated by 
businesses in Perth, including whitegoods and 
sporting memorabilia.

Peter Healey, who is organising the event, 
said that the Club expects to raise around 
$20,000 from this event, to go with the $10,000 
they have already raised, all of which will go to 
the Recovery fund.

Local member Grant Woodhams will be 
opening the event and several other politicians 
have been invited. The Club would like to see a 
big turnout from the area.

“We’re not sure if we’ll even be able to get rid 
of all the stuff that’s been donated,” said Peter.

Food will be provided on the day. Contact the 
Toodyay Bowling Club for more information.

Fundraiser at 
Stringybark

MANY individuals in neighbouring towns have 
donated time, money and have coordinated 
events to assist Toodyay during the recent 
bushfire.  One of these warm hearted people is 
Tanya Solig, who singlehandedly raised almost 
$5000 for the relief effort.
  Tania’s event was held at Stringybark Winery 
and Restaurant in Lower Chittering on Sunday 
24th January.   Approximately 150 people 
attended a fundraiser for those affected by the 
fires in Toodyay. There were performances by 
Muzenza Capoeira (led by Master Jorge Draga 
and Master Goioere – a dual World Champion 
of Capoeira), by up and coming Aboriginal 
dance group Wadjuk (led by 18yo didjeridoo 
player Leroy Wilkes), by Storme (local singer), 
and finally by Akwaaba ( a Perth based African 
drumming group, led by master drummers Paul 
Osei - Kofi and Djibril Diagne). It was a great 
night of entertainment with some of Perth’s top 
performers who all performed free of charge.
 There was also a Silent Auction, a Not-So-
Silent Auction and a Raffle that was held on 
the night, in addition to a Sausage Sizzle and 
a Cake Stall. So far about $4250 has been 
deposited into the Toodyay Fire Relief account 
at Bendigo Bank. Organizer Tanya Solig says 
she still has some money to collect from people 
who had the winning bids in the Silent Auction 
but weren’t there at the end of the night, so the 
final amount raised should be close to $5000.
 There were donations from over 50 businesses 
and individuals from Bullsbrook, Bindoon, 
Chittering, Gingin, Morongup, Muchea, as well 
as from the Swan Valley, Midland and  Perth 
which helped to make the event a huge success. 
Geoff and Jenny Mawdesley, leaseholders of 
Stringybark, provided the venue and were a 
huge support and inspiration, having held a 
similar fundraiser after the Victorian Fires. 
Family and friends as wellas some volunteers 
from Toodyay also helped out on the night.
 Award winning photographer David Phillips 
provided the professional photography free of 
charge and also donated a framed print of an 
Aboriginal dancer valued at $300 to the auction. 
Photos can be viewed at www.protography.
com.au and 20% of any photos purchased will 
also be donated to the appeal. 
 One of the donations was a stallion service 
by rising star Celestial Park Maddock, a 
Trakehner/Holstein Warmblood, to an eligible 
mare. The service is valued at $1500 and Tanya 
has decided to extend the bidding period for 
a further two weeks. Tanya can be contacted 
on 0414 402 689 if you are interested in this 
fantastic opportunity.

Hope from the 
Ashes

DIGGING deep for those affected by the 
recent bushfires in Toodyay, Australian 
musicians came together for the official 
fundraising event, Hope from Ashes – a 
Toodyay benefit concert.
  Toodyay’s Town Oval hosted the concert 
on January 30 featuring an all-star line-up. 
Headlining the show was multi-Golden 
Guitar winner and gold album-selling 
country music sensation Adam Harvey 
who was joined by Angry Anderson & 
friends, Matt Taylor, Suze De Marchi (Baby 
Animals), The Novocaines, Rick Steele, 
Richard Walley, Dave Mann, Blue Shaddy 
and more. 
 Organiser Heather Ham says the concert 
was a celebration of life and sent a message 
of hope to the Toodyay community after the 
devastating bushfires which started late last 
month.
 “Although 38 homes were lost and 3,000 
hectares of land burnt, not one life was 
lost,” says Heather.   “This is something we 
wanted to acknowledge and celebrate.”
 “As soon as people heard about the idea, 
we were overwhelmed by offers of support, 
assistance, time, energy, money and services 

to help this benefit concert go ahead. These 
offers came from far and wide – the local 
community and people all over the State. 
Everyone from the Shire Council to the 
local police and businesses plus people on 
the street have been working tirelessly to 
make this happen.”
 Toodyay Shire president Chris Firns 
says he continues to be amazed at the 
level of support shown both by the people 
of Toodyay and those from outside the 
community. 
 “It can’t be over-stated, that the support 
we have received and continue to receive 
is absolutely fantastic. This is all about the 
survivors, their needs and about helping 
people rebuild their lives. It’s also not just 
about helping them rebuild their homes but 
rebuilding their spirits and the community.”
 For a few hours the Toodyay bushfire 
survivors were able to forget their 
circumstances and enjoy the concert, which 
was attended by almost 1500 people.
 Toodyay bushfire survivor Bruce 
McGowan said that it had been an all round 
good night.  “The music was unreal,” he 
said.  “Matt Taylor is one of my all time 
favourites – it was a great night.”
 Proceeds from the concert will go to the 
Toodyay Bushfire Appeal.

 

Angry Anderson at the concert - photo by 
Tom’s Photographics

 

Tania and her daughter at the event
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Samantha Connor

SPORTING heroes from the West Coast 
Eagles, Fremantle Dockers and Perth 
Glory joined other celebrities and media 
personalities at Gloucester Park to raise 
funds for the Toodyay Bushfire appeal, 
raising almost $30,000.
  The event was the brainchild of 6PR’s 
Adam Papalia, who asked Toodyay’s 
Elisha Rose for assistance to coordinate a 
fundraising night.  
  “It was a fantastic night,” said Elisha.  
“A corporate donor provided tickets for 
30 Toodyay residents to attend with a 
complimentary coach service from Swan 
Gold Tours, and it was great to see people 
out and enjoying themselves.”
    Over 200 attendees enjoyed a delicious 
buffet dinner, dabbled at betting on the trots 
and were entertained by a feisty debate 
between Karl Langdon and Tim Gossage.  
Eagles Quinten Lynch and Josh Kennedy, 
along with Fremantle coach Mark Harvey 
and players Paul Duffield and Greg 
Broughton shared their experiences about 
playing footy in the bush and talked about 
preparations for season 2010, whilst former 
Warrior Ryan Campbell shared stories of 
playing cricket at the WACA. 
  David Shortte and former leading race 
caller John Hunt were also on the panel 
to try and help the crowd tip a winner.  
Bushfire survivor Dave Perrie was one of 
the lucky Toodyay residents who had a 
win.
  “It’s great to just get out and forget about 
things at the moment,” he said.  “This is a 
really good night.”
  Guests include Max Trenorden, Brendan 

Sports Stars Kick Off Fundraising Effort

Grylss, Chris and Jaime Coyne, West Coast 
Eagles Nic Naitanui and Mark Redding 
and Adrian Barich as MC’s.
  The highlight of the evening was 
indisputably the documentary filmed and 
produced by Gerald Ashcroft, which gave 
an emotional account of the experience of 
Toodyay bushfire survivors. The crowd 
was humbled into silence and the auction 
that followed saw an original empty glass 
bottle from the Toodyay Dairy sold for 
$900.
   Ticket sales, donations, raffles & the silent 
auction raised just short of $30,000 with 
the money being donated to the Bendigo 
Bank appeal.
 

Above: Eliza-Jane and Clancy Thompson 
(Avon Valley Dairy) with West Coast’s Josh 

Kennedy and Nic Naitanui
Below - Daran and Lisa Thompson, Lachie 

Thompson with the Coyne brothers  

Generous Riders 
Dig Deep

TOODYAY is a town which is often 
frequented by motorcyclists, including 
many who belong to clubs and who ride 
recreationally in groups.  
  Andrew Cox is a businessman who 
fits this category and who was inspired 
to help out by a Toodyay charity ride 
organised by Perth Street bikes.  
  “I was inspired by the unselfish and 
spontaneous desire of some riders on 
PSB to help out and combine to chip 
in with moral and financial support for 
the Toodyay residents,” said Andrew.  
“Between about 40 odd riders they 
raised approx $1200 - not a lot in 
the scheme of things but nonetheless 
incredibly inspiring because they did 
SOMETHING instead of just sitting back 
and waiting for someone else to do it.” 
  Andrew arranged an event with his 
own group, Zombie Tribes, where 
riders ‘passed the helmet’ and met with 
volunteer fire fighters in Toodyay.
  Before arranging the ride, Andrew 
spoke with Shire President Chris 
Firns, who arranged a discussion with 
Chief Bushfire Control Officer Murray 
McBride.
  “When talking with Murray I quickly 
confirmed that these guys are your 
typical bush Aussies - get in, do what 
has to be done, don’t complain,” said 
Andrew. “Whilst the media focus has 
been on helping people rebuild and 
recover, these guys just go about their 
business, working and staying on alert 
for the next fire.  These are real heroes.”
  Andrew’s goal is to raise funds for a 
diesel four wheel drive to take food 
and water out to the fire crews.  He has 
arranged a twilight sunset cruise on the 
Swan River, which will raise funds for 
the vehicle.
  Toodyay riders have attended and 
participated in the many events held 
over the past few weeks, including a 
ride by the Perth Ulysses Club arranged 
by local motorcyclist Graeme Raine.

Zombie Tribes riders meeting at 
Scarborough prior to the Toodyay ride  
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1 HOUR of NETWORKING with other Businesses 
1 HOUR of FUNDRAISING for Toodyay Volunteer Fire Fighters 
1 HOUR of PARTYING and watching the Sun go down over the Swan River...

All cash or prize donations and sponsorships gratefully received.

photo source - news.com.au

Use the power of Perth’s Premier Business 
Networkers for the benefit of the Bush Heroes. 
Enjoy drinks and nibbles on a 3hr twilight  
river cruise while networking and supporting  
a great cause.

WHEN: WEdNEsday 10-03-10
TIME: 6 for 6:30 -9:30pM
LocaTIoN: crysTaL sWaN - Barrack sT WHarf
prIcE: $100 pEr HEad INcLudINg TWo frEE MovIE passEs vaLuEd 
aT $30! TWo TIckETs for $150 for THE fIrsT 30 BookINgs!

pErTH BusINEss NETWorkINg for 
Toodyay voLuNTEEr fIrE fIgHTErs 

BOOK NOW! 1300 790 208 or visit: tinyurl.com/ToodyayVolunteers
For more information or donations contact Coxy on 0412 111 017 or email andrew.cox@optus.com.au

HELp raIsE ENougH MoNEy for 11 sEaT 4Wd!

kINdLy doNaTEd By rHodIuM – WIB foruM.coM

Book Now! 
$100 per head
Call 1300 790 208

THaNk you
• CRYSTAl SWAN for generously donating their venue, time, 

energy and effort. 
• MARGARET FROM RHODIUM – WIB forum.com 

(Women in Business) for ticketing sales and donations.
• SEE CREATIVE COMMUNICATION seecreative.com.au
• linkedIn Members and other businesses that have donated.

HELLS BELLS, Lovebite, Lunchbox All-Stars and Snake 
Eyes will star at a Street Concert on Sat 6th Feb at Ballidu.  

All funds raised towards Toodyay bushfire victim relief.  
Kids most welcome. 

$25.00 adult, $15.00 school age child, $70.00  Family (4)  
Gates open 4pm, concert 6pm.  

 Face painting and balloon twisting, bouncy castle, 
dunking tank, bucking bull ride to keep some of the 

younger ones entertained.  Licensed and alcohol free 
zones.   Bring a swag or van and stay the night.  

Caravan park contact Brian on 0400622215.   
Concert info and times Julie or Roger 96741213. 

Toodyay, HELLS BELLS and the Ballidu community 
are here for you.

A Miracle!
‘Based on a True Story’

Mary Louise Sullivan

ONCE upon a time, there lived 
a young hen. She laid three 
beautiful eggs. They hatched 
into three beautiful chicks. All 
bright and yellow.
 One hot, hot day in the 
hen’s orchard, one cheeky 
chick overheard a human’s 
conversation. 
 “Have you looked at the fire 
danger this summer?” said the 
first man.
 “No, have you?” said the 
other in reply.
 “Yeah. There’s supposed to 

be a fire or two this week.” And that’s all the 
young chick decided to listen to by then.
 “Mummy, Daddy, brother, sister! Our farmer 
said there’s going to be a fire!” said the chick 
out of breath.
 “Don’t be silly! We will be fine!” said the 
chicks’ mother. And so they went to bed.
 Sadly, their mother was wrong. There was 
a fire. Their master was worried about the 
chickens. So just before the farmer escaped he 
opened the orchard gate and set the chooks free. 
But the mother hen and her babies could not 
escape. They were surrounded by a ring of fire. 
Then the fire started to overcome them…
 A week later the firemen approached the 
orchard. The found the hen that lay there – dead. 
The fire people turned the hen over amazed to 
find all three chicks under her – alive! As the 
farmer approached his house to find everything 
burnt he as well saw the chicks alive.
 Now that the chicks are all grown up they 
have their own families to look after. And they 
tell stories about how their mother saved their 
lives.  I suppose miracles come to everybody – 
even animals!

Northam
Volunteer

Fire Brigade

Avon
Valley
Fresh

Avon Valley
FreshSea side

cartage

Sponsors

accidentalsecrets
function+disability

art exhibition - moores building, fremantle - feb 12-20
All proceeds to Toodyay Bushfire Appeal
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